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Weizman breaks arm and thigh in fall 

TEL'AVTV (AP) — Israeli President Frar Weizman 
broke his left wrist and thigh Friday after tripping 
when he stepped out of a helicopter “I stupidly 
slipped off the helicopter ... My fault entirely." the 73- 

r -old president told APTV from his bed at Hadas- 
hospital where he underwent surgery. Mr. Weiz- 
man joked that American and Israeli leaders appeared 
to be having a streak of bad lnck recently, noting leg 
injuries suffered Friday by President Bill Clinton and 
earlier this week by Sarah Netanyahu, wife of the 
Israeli prime minister. "I don’t know if there’s any- 
thing significant about the to that Mrs. Netanyahu 
broke a leg, then the president of the United States, 
Mt Clinton apparently broke his leg, and your’s truly 
broke his leg and a bit of a hip," he said. 
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Jordanians to be airlifted from Albania 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on Fri- 
day issued instructions for airlifting all Jordanians living 
in Albania. The Foreign Ministry will arrange a Royal 
Jordanian Air Fare plane to cany them home when dr- 
cumstances in the war-tom country allow. Acting Minis- 
ter of State for Foreign Affaire Kamal Nasser said that 
upon the long’s directives the ministry made intensive 
contacts with the governments of the United Stales, Italy 
and Greece through the Jordanian embassies in these 
countries to ensure the evacuation of the Jordanian 
nationals as soon as it becomes possible to do soJDr 
Nasser said be maintains continuous contacts with 44 
Jor danians living now in Albania, ackfing that they are all 
safe and welL 


Volume 22 Number 6478 


AMMAN SATURDAY, MARCH 15, 1997, DHU’L QADAH 6, 1417 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


King to visit families of 


victims of Baqoura attack 

HM condemns killing by soldier as ' very vile 
act' and considers it as aimed at his own sons 


and daughters and Jordanian Armed Forces 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein will 
travel to Israel at the week- 
end to visit die victims of a 
Jordanian soldier’s shoot- 
ing rampage along the bor- 
der between the two coun- 
tries, officials said Friday. 

The. King will most like- 
ly make the visit of a few 
hours on Sunday, the offi- 
cials added 

A soldier on Thursday 
opened fire as about 80 12- 
and 13-year-old Israeli girls 
visiting the Baqoura area in 
the northern Jordan Valley 
border tourist spot in Jor- 
dan, killing seven and 
t - founding five girls plus a 
Teacher: 

King Hussein said on 
Thursday be had told Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu he hoped to visit 
the families of the victims 
of the attack. 

Speaking on his return to 
Jordan after cutting short a 
trip to Spain, the King 
.spoke of. “a deeo sepse of 
shame and anger* over the 
killing. 

“This day is one I wish I 
□ever lived to see,” the vis- 
ibly shaken Monarch said. 

He said he had sent his 
condolences to Me 
Netanyahu. 

“I conveyed an expres- 
sion of my human feelings, 
my deep sorrow and regret 
about what happened... 
Also I expressed my hope 
if it were at all possible I 
would like to visit the fam- 
ilies of the bereaved,” he 
said. 

The Eng hoped for a 
meeting “before long” 
with the Israeli leader. 


Keilani to head 
investigations 

HIS MAJESTY King Has- 
sein on Friday assigned 
Mohammad Rasoul A1 
Keilani, former advisor to 
the King for national securi- 
ty affairs and former direc- 
tor of the General Intelli- 
gence Department, to chair 
a special investigation com- 
mittee to investigate Thurs- 
day’s attack at Baqoura. 

In a message'" to Ml 
K eilani, King Hussein said: 
“My keen interest in dis- 
closing all facts and motives 
behind this crime has 
prompted me to entrust you 
with chairing and oversee- 
ing investigation in this 
crime." 

The King cited Mr. 
Keilani 's vast experience, 
integrity, efficiency, dedica- 
tion and past record in 
revealing evil plans against 
Jordan. . ' 

whose policies he said this 
week were pushing the 
Middle East “towards an 
abyss of bloodshed.” 

Israeli ministers contend- 
ed that such comments 
might have influenced the 
soldier who emptied his 
rifle clip into the group of 
teenage girls. 

But the King said the 
attack was not a political 
act 

“This is not political, this 
is a very vile crime and 
everything will be done to 
get to the bottom of it” he 
said 

“I cannot offer enough 


condolences or express 
enough sorrow to the moth- 
ers and fathers of these chil- 
dren who fell today,” the 
King added “I can only 
say that I feel a deep sense 
of ghamp and anger that tins 
thing should have hap- 
pened.” 

He said he would delay a 
decision on whether to go 
ahead with his planned trip 
next week to Washington, 
where he is due to meet 
President Clinton. 

He said the shooting was 
“...a crime which I feel 
has been aimed at me, at the 
members of the Armed 
Forces of Jordan and the 
people of Jordan, as much 
as it was aimed at the young 
innocent victims of this vile 
act” 

Jordan has pledged that 
justice will be done and 
Israeli police will be kept 
informed of investigations. 

“Today is a black day in 
the history of our country,” 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan told 
reporters on a tour of the 
border area where the 
schoolgirls were shot 

“We in Jordan. „all those 
thinking and conscious 
people who are your part- 
ners in the peace 
process —are deeply 

ashamed by what has hap- 
pened today.” 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said after a 
visit to die site that “the 
perpetrator has been arrest- 
ed.” 

“He will be prosecuted to 
the full extent of the law 
and justice will be saved,” 
Mr. Kabariti said. “It is a 


King's visit to 

Washington 

rescheduled 

THE HASHEMITE King- 
dom of Jordan and the gov- 
ernment of the United 
States have agreed to 
reshedule Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen 
Nora's visit to the U.S., the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said. President Bill 
Clinton has renewed his 
invitation to meet with the 
Kin g in the White House in 
the near future at a date to 
be mutually agreed upon, it 
said. 

The White House also 
issued a similar statement. 

Tartly because of King 
Hussein’s schedule, both 
the Jordanian side and the 
US side felt it was better to 
postpone King Hussein's 
visit here," White House 
spokesmen t u . M ichael 

McCrary said. 


hideous crime, totally 
unjustified My condo- 
lences to the families of the 
dead” 

Ml Kabariti reaffirmed 
that “Jordan has in the past 
and will continue to con- 
demn all such acts of vio- 
lence and terrorism regard 
less of who is responsible.” 

"Officials said a joint 
Israeli-Jordanian commis- 
sion was formed to investi- 
gate the shooting. 

Mr. Kabariti, who is also . 

(Continued on page 7) 


♦Israel rejects U.N. resolutions and 
vows to start Jerusalem settlement 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

ISRAEL VOWED Friday 
to press ahead with a con- 
tentious housing project in 
Arab East Jerusalem 
despite the killing of seven 
Israeli school gnis and 
warnings its hardline policy 
will spark more bloodshed 

Domestically, the shock,' 
pain and anger prompted by 
Thursday’s killings at g * 
tourist spot on the Israeli-; 
Jor danian border brought a 
temporary halt to criticism 
t of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Diplomatically, the gov- 
ernment presented the Jor- 
danian soldier’s still unex- 
plained shooting spree as a 
result of virulent attacks on 
Israeli policy from Palestin- 
ian and other Arab leaders. 

It used the tragedy to jus- 
tify its insistence that the 
peace process must be 
slowed to ensure Israel’s 
security. 

Mr. Netanyahu lost no 
time in reaffirming that he 
would not yield to pressure 
from any quarter over his 
plans for a large new Jew- 
ish settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

“If .anyone thinks the 
murder of little girls will 
bring this people to its 
1 knees ... break our spirit or 
r that we will relinquish our 
birthright, holy land and 
our eternal capital, be does 
not know the strength of 
this nation,” he said in a 
forceful eulogy Thursday 


night at the funeral of four 
of the slain girls. 

At a six-hour meeting, 
cabinet ministers decided 
that bulldozers would start 
work on Monday or Tues- 
day on construction on the 
Arab East Jerusalem’s 
Jabal Abu Ghneim. 

The decision came 
despite warnings by leaders 
of the Shin Bet internal 
secret service that breaking 
ground at the project called 
Har Homa could lead to 
Palestinian demonstrations 
or even attacks against 
Israelis. 

Shin Bet chief Ami 
Ayalon told ministers mat 
Palestinian groups were 
pressuring Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat to 
allow them to throw Molo- 
tov cocktails at Israelis in 
protest at Har Homa, Israel 
Radio reported. 

The Israeli government 
also rejected categorically a 
UN. General Assembly 
resolution •— passed by a 
vote of 130 states in favour 
and only the United States 
and Israel against — con- 
demning the project as 
“illegal-" 

“This unilateral resolu- 
tion undermines direct 
negotiations between the 
parties and will not con- 
tribute to the peace 
process,” it said in a state- 
ment. 

Ml Netanyahu told the 
Maariv newspaper that 
Israel would not be swayed 
in its policies by 
international pressure or by 


Thursday’s slaughter. 

“I will next week build 
on Har Homa and nothing 
will stop me,” be said. 

Ml Netanyahu also 
accused the Palestinians of 
organising a plan to “cause 
spontaneous violence’ simi- 
lar to the clashes in Sep- 
tember following the open- 
ing of a new entrance to an 
archaeological tunnel close 
to Muslim holy sites in 
Jerusalem that left more 
than 80 people dead. 

Meanwhile, Israeli offi- 
cials maintaine d their 
strong* opposition to a meet- 
ing of international diplo- 
mats called by Mr. Arafat 
for Samtday. 

Mr. Arafat, in remarks 
broadcast on Friday, 
expressed sorrow at the 
killin g of seven Israeli 
schoolgirls and said the 
most important thing now 
was to push peace forward. 

Asked by Israel Radio if 
he would meet Mr. 
Netanyahu, the Pales tinian 
president said in English: 
T have no objection. The 
most important thing (is) 
how to push forward the 
peace process.” 

‘T am very sorry at what 
had happened and I con- 
tacted his excellency the 
president and his excellen- 
cy the prime minister and 
offered ray condolences by 
the name of the Palestinian 
people ” Mr. Arafat said. 

The telephone call to Ml 
N etanyahu was the first 
contact between the two 
leaders since Mr. Arafat last . 


week angrily rejected a 
planned Israeli troop rede- 
ployment in tie West Bank. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton sent a letter to Ml 
A rafat on Friday, (Hie day 
before die international 
meeting on Middle East 
peace moves in Gaza, the 
Voice of Palestine Radio 
said. 

It said the U.S. consul 
general in Jerusalem, 
Edward Abington, deliv- 
ered the letter to Ml Arafat 
in the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem shortly before 
the Palestinian leader 
returned to Gaza. 

U.S. and Palestinian offi- 
cials were not immediately 
available to comment on 
die report. 

Ml Arafat has called a 
meeting of U.S., European 
and Arab envoys for Satur- 
day in Gaza that be says is 
needed to save the Middle 
East peace process. 

Israel was not invited. 

In Washington on Thurs- 
day, House of Representa- 
tives Republican lead er s 
led by Speaker Newt Gin- 
grich told Ml Clinton that 
U.S. participation in the 
Gaza conference was a mis- 
take. 

They said that by agree- 
ing to take part, Washington 
was sending a message that 
it was possible to (hive a 
wedge between the United 
Slates and Israel. 

Thursday’s attack put 
pressure on the United 

(Continued on page 12) 



Jordanian doctors cany a wounded Israeli schoolgirl to an Israeli helicopter at Baqoura on Thursday after she was 
evacuated from a Jordanian hospital where she was taken along with others following an attack by a soldier (Reuters 
photo) 

Attack an isolated incident and does 
not reflect Jordan’s policy or conduct 
of its Armed Forces — Crown Prince 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Friday 
described Thursday’s attack 
on Isradi schoolchildren at 
Baqoura as an individual 
act and said it should not 
be taken out of its inhu- 
mane context 
In an interview with the 
British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC), Prince 
Hassan stressed the need 
for not linking this individ- 
ual isolated incident from 


broader political issues 
which need to be addressed 
within the context of the 
Middle East peace process. 

The Crown Prince 
emphasised the need to pur- 
sue efforts to establish a 
just, comprehensive and 
durable peace which guar- 
antees rights of all the par- 
ties concerned. 

He voiced hope that daily 
events and concerns, irre- 
spective of their impor- 
tance, will not lead to 


ignoring important issues, 
including the Palestinian- 
Israeli track of the peace 
process and Jerusalem and 
refugee issues. 

Prince Hassan described 
the shooting as a “black day 
for Jordan.” 

In reply to a question 
about the motives of the 
soldier, Prince Hassan 
said: “I can’t speculate 
about the interrogation and 
we have no indication of 
what his state of mind was. 


But 1 want to say that this 
was a crime and that any 
person who commits such a 
crime is obviously an 
imbalanced person.” . 

ftince Hassan stressed 
that Jordanian soldiers were 
not politicised and were 
disciplined and the investi- 
gations will show if the 
man was unstable. He 
emphasised that justice will 
be served. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Assailant was loner with 
psychological problems 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
The Associated Press 

jQBDIR, Jordan — The sol- 
dier who shot and killed 
seven Israeli school chil- 
dren was a loner and an ele- 
mentary school drop out 
who had psychological 
problems, his family said. 

But Ahmad Moasa 
Dakamseh, 28, had no his- 
tory of violence and was 
not affiliated with any 
political group, family 
members said. 

"He was never violent," 
Dakamseh’s 62-year-old 
father, Mousa, said as tears 
flowed down his cheeks. 
"We’re shocked by his 
action." 

As he spoke he cradled a 
picture of bis son sporting a 
thin black beard and a mus- 
tache. 

"My boy was unstable," 
Dakamseh's mother said 
"He had a psychological 
problem and used to have 
anxieties.” 

"He used to sit alone and 
state in the open and think. 
He use to get angry some- 
times, but cool down after a 
long walk,” she said 

She wore a traditional 
black dress. In keeping 
with traditional Islamic 
guidelines of modesty she 
refused to give her name. 

She refused to give any 
other details on what she 
described as her son's men- 
tal instabilities. 

Dakamseh grew up in an 
isolated ranch in Ibdir, a 
village of 2,000 some 150 
kilometres northwest of 
Amman. The village over- 
looks the Israeli-occupied 
Golan Heights, Israel and 
the West B ank. 

He herded sheep until he 
dropped out of school at 
age 12 to join the army, 
where be later worked as a 
drives, Dakamseh has three 
children, two boys and a 



Ahmad Dakamseh 


one-year-old girL 

"He was always secluded 
and he always looked sad 
and lonely," Dakamseh's 
father said. 

Officials said ■ neither 
Ahmad D akams eh nor his 
older brother Bassem, also 
an army soldier, have a pre- 
vious criminal or political 
record. 

Dakamseh's father said 
his son "is not a terrorist" 
As he spoke, he reclined on 
a mattress on the floor of an 
empty living room with 
walls adorned by family 
portraits. 

Dakamseh's mother said 
she felt "sad for the killing 
of the innocent Israeli girls 
and I console their families 
and share their grief." 

Ahmad's cousin, Sultan, 
40, said the Dakamsehs 
advocated peace with Israel 
and the shooting appeared 
linked to Ahmad's mental 
disorder. 

"It seems that be had one 
of his anxieties when be 
started his shooting spree," 
he said "It is not linked to 
anything political. I know 
my cousin well." 

"The whole village is 
shocked by the heinous 
crime because we are for 
peace, because peace 
means a brighter future," he 
said. 


Jordanians are appalled, 
but not totally surprised 


By Rands Habib 

Agence France Presse 

AMMAN — The massacre 
of seven young Israelis in a 
crazed shooting spree by a 
soldier has profoundly 
shocked this Kingdom, but it 
has also tapped into mount- 
ing unease over the country's 
fledgling peace with Israel. 

Every Jordanian ques- 
tioned by AFP on Friday was 
appalled that a member of 
the country's armed farces 
could turn his gun on a group 
of innocent girls enjoying a 
school outing. 

“Such an action is alien to 
Jordanian customs, which 
forbid the shooting of 
women let alone that of little 
girls,” said one. 

“Even in tunes of war, no 
Jordanian soldier would ever 
have acted in such a way. 
How could this happen in 
times of peace,” asked engi- 
neer Akram Azzam. ques- 
tioning the Kingdom's - his- 
toric peace treaty with Israel 
in October 1994. 

“This attack is perhaps 
proof that a bad peace is 
worse than war,” he added. 

Ihsan Kanaan, a teacher of 
Palestinian origin, described 
the massacre on Thursday at 
the border tourist spot of 
Baqoura as a “shameful 
crime," but he too pointed to 
the wider context of the on- 
going crisis in the Middle 
East peace process. 

“Once die shock has faded, 
we have to look carefully at 
what motives could have 
pushed a ample soldier to 
become a monster,” he said. 

“Israeli arrogance which 
tramples on signed accords 
with the Arabs and carries on 
with the expansion of 
Jerusalem regardless of the 
feelings of all Muslims, is 
responsible for this blind 
violence.” Mr. Kanaan said. 

Newspapers also focused 


cm the political fall-out of the 
tragedy, calling on Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahn to “leant the les- 
son from this attack.” 

Jordanian-Israeli relations 
plunged to their lowest point 
since the 1994 peace treaty 
just days before the attack, 
when King Hussein sent Mr. 
Netanyahu a letter accusing 
him of bringing the peace 
process to its knees with his 
hardline policies. 

The King said Mr. 
Netanyahu had “humiliated” 
the Palestinians and pro- 
voked the spectre of violence 
by ploughing ahead with 
plans for a new Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab East Jerusalem 
and offering to withdraw 
from just a small parcel of 
West Bank land. 

Officials stressed Friday 
that no peace with Israel 
could be “waterproof,” and 
that “isolated and uncontrol- 
lable incidents” were always 
a possibility. 

“King Hussein has often 
warned Israeli leaders about 
the growing feeling of frus- 
tration and anger,” said one 
official, adding that there 
was genuine fear in political 
circles that the anger could 
snowball into violence. 

“Extremism will damage 
tolerance if peace negotia- 
tions continue to drag and 
the Israeli government has to 
understand that moderate 
regimes will find it increas- 
ingly difficult to control 
extremists," a senior Jordan- 
ian official told AFP. 
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Militants in Egypt kill 
14, including 9 Copts 


CAIRO (AP) — Gunmen who opened fire 
at people walking through a mostly Christ- 
ian village in southern Egypt killed nine 
Coptic Christians and four Muslims, police 
said Friday. 

About an hour after the shooting Thurs- 
day night, assailants shot at a Cairo-bound 
train some 20 kilometres south of the vil- 
lage, killing a 40-year-old Egyptian woman 
and wounding six men, the Interior Min- 
istry said in a statement. 

The train was travelling from the south- 
ern city of Luxor, whose ancient Egyptian 
monuments attract hundreds of thousands 
of foreign tourists every year. 

The village shooting was the second 
major attack in Egypt this year and the sec- 
ond aimed at the country's Christian minor- 
ity. It is likely to further embarrass the gov- 
ernment, which has boasted in the past that 
it has put an end to extremist attacks. 

The massacre in Nag Dawoud village 
near Nag Hamadi, an industrial centre 460 
kilometres south of Cairo, was denounced 
Friday by Copts and Muslims alike. 

Mi lad Hanna, a housing expert and a 
prominent Copt, told the associated press in 
Cairo that the government was partly to 
blame for the attacks on Copts by not 
allowing them greater participation in gov- 
ernment. 

However, he said, "Egypt will remain a 
country for all Egyptians, Muslims and 
Copts. In each village they have lived 
together for centuries and I cannot imagine 
that the feelings of Copts will change as a 
result of these attacks." 

Maamoun Hodeibi, deputy leader of the 
banned Muslim Brotherhood, said: "We 
once again condemn these criminal and evil 
acts.” 

’These acts are against the spirit of 
Islam," he said. 

Gunmen emerged from a sugar cane plan- 
tation and began shooting randomly at peo- 
ple in the mostly Coptic Christian village of 
Nag Dawoud, security officials said. They 
said four masked gunmen carried out the 
attack and then fled back into nearby fields. 


The- officials, who spoke under customary 
rules of anonymity, said the attackers may 
have hit at the village in Qena province 
because police have increased their forces 
in other southern provinces to halt attacks 
by the radicals. 

After last month's attack in Minya 
province closer to Cairo, a large number of 
police were sent to the area to try to flush 
out militants from hideouts in caves and 
sugar cane fields. 

Police have long had a strong presence in 
Assiut, another southern province that is 
hotbed of the radicals. 

The death toll Thursday was one of the 
highest since the militants began a violent 
campaign in spring 1992 to oust Egypt's 
secular government and turn the Arab 
world’s most populous country into a strict 
Islamic state. 

Police on Friday released a list of the 
names of the victims of Thursday's attack, 
saying at least nine were Christian Copts. 

In last month's attack, gunmen stormed 
into a church charity meeting in the village 
of AI Fiqriya, some 240 kilometres south of 
Cairo, killing; nine Copts. 

Following that slaying, angry clergymen 
and human rights activists demanded better 
security for Coptic churches and institu- 
tions. Mainstream Muslim leaders con- 
demned the attacks since under Islam, 
Christians are a protected people. 

Copts, who are descendants of some of 
the first converts to Christianity, make up 
about 10 per cent of Egypt's 60 million peo- 
ple. The test are overwhelmingly Sunni 
Muslims. 

Militants have attacked Coptic-owned 
pharmacies and jewelry stores to raise 
money for their rebellion and have targeted 
Christians as non-believers. 

Some 1.070 people, mostly militants and 
police, have been killed in the violent cam- 
paign by mili tants since 1992. 

Militants have also targeted trains and 
buses carrying tourists in an effort to crip- 
ple the tourism industry, a crucial source of 
revenue for Egypt's government. 


Iranian official assails S. Arabia for 
banning political rallies during Hajj 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A senior Iranian official 
criticised Saudi Arabia on Friday for seeking 
to prevent Iranian pilgrims from holding 
ami-U.S. and anti -Israeli rallies during a pil- 
grimage in Mecca next month, but stopped 
short of promising to defy a Saudi ban on 
political demonstrations. 

“It is painful that the slogans against Amer- 
ica, the great Satan, and Israel are prevented 
on the side of the Kaba,’’ Islam’s holiest 
shrine in Mecca, the head of Iran's pilgrim- 
age affairs Mohammad Mohammad! 
Reyshahri said in a speech before the week- 
ly prayers at Tehran University. 

“This is a token of their distance from the 
Koran, from Hajj,” he said. 

The Saudi authorities have issued their 
customary warning that political activities 
will not be tolerated during the Hajj. which 
is due to take place in April this year. 

Mr. Reyshahri, who in previous years 
defied the Saudi ban and called for the “dis- 
avowal of pagans” rally, did not say explicit- 
ly if he planned a demonstration next month. 

But he. said such political protests had 
“revived the Hajj and brought it closer to its 
divine goals.” 

“As we fulfill our duties every year, Mus- 
lims become more familiar with the divine 
purpose of Hajj. The slogans of ‘death to 
America’ and ‘death to Israel’ are spreading 
to other Muslims. This is a sign that the true 
meaning of hajj is awakening in other Mus- 


lim groups,” the official said. 

Iran’s spiritual and political leader Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamenei said last week that 
“expressing hatred and scorn for and dis- 
avowal of enemies of Islam is important and 
necessary.” 

Such demonstrations have previously led 
to tense situations and even bloody con- 
frontations with the Saudi security forces. 

In 1987. more than 400 people were killed 
in clashes between Iranian demonstrators 
and Saudi forces. The two countries broke 
off relations from 1988 to 1991. 

The Saudi authorities in past years kept a 
close watch on Iranian pilgrims, preventing 
them from holding rallies in public, and forc- 
ing them to stage the ceremony in their 
camp. 

But the calls for political demonstrations 
here appear to be low in key compared with 
previous years, as Iran seeks to improve ties 
with Saudi Arabia. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velay- 
ati visited Saudi Arabia on Friday to deliver 
an invitation for King Fahd to attend a regu- 
lar summit of the Organisation of the Islam- 
ic Conference (OIC) in Tehran in December. 

He was to discuss the issue of the Hajj, as 
well as other contentious matters between 
the two countries. 

Iran is expected to send around 70,000 pil- 
grims as part of a quota imposed by the 
Saudis on all Muslim countries. 



A Lebanese student writes on his comrade's yellow shirt marked "425 Jews 
equal Nazis ." U.N. Security Council resolution issued in 1978 called fox an 
immediate Israeli withdrawal from South Lebanon. Lebanon marked Friday 
the 19th anniversary of Israel's first invasion of the country (Reuters photo) 


Lebanon truce panel calls on 
combatants to spare civilians 


NAQOURA. Lebanon (Agencies) — A five- 
nation committee monitoring a cease-fire 
agreement in South Lebanon on Friday again 
appealed to Israel and Hizbollah guerrillas to 
avoid attacking civilians. 

The committee, that met for seven and a 
half hours in this Lebanese border town 
Thursday, reminded the combatants of the 
provisions of the U.S.-brokered understand- 
ing that ended a 17-day Israeli onslaught on 
South Lebanon last April. 

According to the understanding, Israel and 
Hizbollah are banned from firing from or at 
civilian targets on both sides of the border. It 
does not preclude attacks on military targets, 
provided that they are not launched from 
civilian areas. 

In a statement issued Friday, the committee 
did not specifically blame Hizbollah for the 
bombing, nor did it refer to the wounded 
Israeli soldier since its jurisdiction is attacks 
relating to civilians. 

"The monitoring group acknowledged as 
factual that a carbomb was detonated by a 
Lebanese armed group on March 10, 1997, 
in proximity to an inhabited house on the 
road between Marqaba and Houla resulting 
in at least one civilian being treated for 
shock and causing damage to the house and 
a civilian vehicle, and deplored these conse- 
quences," the group said in a statement 

"The monitoring group once again strong- 
ly urged responsible authorities to ensure 
stria observance of the provisions 'of the 
April 26, 1996 understanding," the statement 
said. "It called on them to; refrain from 
attacks affecting civilian populated areas and 
to do their utmost to avoid putting civilian 
lives and properties at risk." 

The committee, set up to implement the 
April agreement, has representatives from 
the United States, France, Syria, Israel and 
Lebanon. 

The meeting od Thursday was called to 
discuss a complaint by Israel that one of its 
soldiers was wounded Monday in a car bomb 
explosion near the village of Marqaba, 220 
metres from the Lebanese -Israeli border. 

A woman and her two children also suf- 
fered minor injuries from flying broken glass 
In a nearby building. 

No group claimed responsiblity for the 
attack. 

Hizbollah said Friday it bad destroyed an 
Israeli tank in the "security zone" occupied 
by the Jewish state in South Lebanon and 
"killed and injured its occupants." 

It said one of its units "pulverised a Merka- 
va tank travelling on the Jabal Hmayyed- 
Hariss road at around 1330 GMT" in the 
western sector of the occupied zone. 

"Members of the crew were killed or 
injured," Hizbollah said. 


in a statement issued from Tyre, around 80 
kilometres south of Beirut and several kilo- 
metres from Israel's self-declared "security 
zone." 

However, a source with the Israeli-allied 
South Lebanese Army (SLA) denied that any 
casualties had resulted from attacks on the 
Jabal Hmayyed area. 

About an hour earlier, Hizbollah launched 
an attack using anti-tank rockets and auto- 
matic weapons, and claimed to have killed 
and wounded Israeli soldiers. 

The SLA source confirmed the attack but 
said there were no victims. 

Israeli artillery retaliated, firing some 60 
shells on the outskirts of several villages in 
the area, Lebanese police said. 

"A house was damaged by the explosion of 
an Israeli shell at Humin," a police 
spokesman said. 

Rally held to protest occupation 

Lebanon on Friday marked the 19th 
anniversary of Israel’s first invasion of the 
south with a five-minute work stoppage in 
the capital and protesters burning Israeli 
flags in the eastern Bekaa Valley. 

There also were anti-Israeli rallies and 
marches across the country and calls on the 
Jewish state to end its occupation of the 
South Lebanon border enclave. 

President Elias Hrawi accused Israel of 
;\mderininfeg the U.S.-sponsored Middle 
East peace process, by .Refusing., to end its , 
occupation of the border strip and by insist-! 
ing on building Jewish settlements in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

In a speech, Mr. Hrawi reiterated 
Lebanon's offer to deploy its small army in 
the south to stop cross-border guerrilla 
attacks, but only after an unconditional 
Israeli withdrawal. 

Id a symbolic protest against the occupa- 
tion of tiie border enclave. Lebanese across 
the country hanged yellow ribbons on their 
chests or on vehicles. 

They staged sit-ins and peace marches, 
condemning the occupation and demanding 
the implementation of U.N. Resolution 425, 
which calls for an unconditional Israeli with- 
drawal from Lebanese territory. 

Israel first invaded South Lebanon in 
March 14, 1978, to rout Palestinians raiding 
its northern communities. 

Israel invaded the area again in June 1982, 
evicting the Palestinians but has since been 
locked in a war of attrition with Hizbollah. 

In the southern port city of Tyre, about 300 
people marched in support of the anti-Israeli 
resistance, while in eastern Lebanon's Bekaa 
Valley. Hizbollah supporters burned Israeli 
flags. 


Iran, Jordan discuss 
parliament relations 

AMMAN (Petra) — An Iranian delegation now on a visit 
to Jordan has expressed Tehran’s desire to further promote 
its ties with Jordan in all fields and to exchange visits by 
officials from both sides. - - 

Head of the delegation Ali Rida Batch expressed. Iran> 
views at a meeting Thursday with Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Sa’d Hayel Srour with whom he dis- 
cussed prospects of exchanging visits by parliamentarians 
from the two countries to further enhance bilateral ties. 

Mr. Srour expressed hope that the parliaments of the two 
countries will initiate cooperation based on mutual respect 
to serve common interests. 

He expressed hope that Muslim countries will chart a col- 
lective programme for cooperation among their parlia- 
ments to serve Islamic interests. 

The Iranian delegation, accompanied by Iran’s Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Mohammad Ali Subahani. also met with 
Amman Mayor Mamdouh A1 Abbadi. 

The two sides reviewed cooperation between Amman 
and Tehran and preparations underway in Tehran for host- 
ing a conference by Islamic capitals and cities scheduled 
for May. 


ICRC donates equipment 
to Jordan Red Crescent 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Within 
the framework of friendly 
relations and coordination 
existing between the 
International Committee of 
Red Cross (ICRC) and the 
Jordan National Red Cres- 
cent Society (JRCS). a pro- 
tocol of cooperation was 
signed between the two 
institutions. 

According to the proto- 
col, the ICRC delegation 
will provide financial assis- 
tance and equipment to 
support the JRCS plan to 
issue a magazine. The 
equipment include a car 
and a computer unit to 
enhance the capabilities of 
the JRCS in the fields of 
dissemination and informa- 
tion, an ICRC pressrelease 
said. 

“A JRCS magazine will 
contribute to increasing 
knowledge of humanitarian 
issues existing in Jordan 
and of JRCS’s responses 


and actions at the national 
level" said ICRC delegate 
Jacques de Maio. 

JRCS President Moham- 
mad Hadid said: "We are 
grateful for the ICRC's 
efforts to disseminate the 
principles of the 
international humanitarian 
law as well as its persistent 
commitment to the resolu- 
tions of various 
international conferences 
•and the existing coopera- 
tion between our two insti- 
tutions in various fields for 
the sake of fulfilling the 
objectives of our move- 
ment in ameliorating the 
suffering of human beings, 
especially those in the most 
vulnerable categories such 
as women and children in 
service of human dignity.” 

The protocol was signed 
by Mr. De Maio, head of 
the ICRC delegation in 
Amman, and Dr. Hadid. - 


British envoy seg^s prospect 
of top-level talks dn Cyprus 


NICOSIA (AP) — The 
Greek and Turirish Cypriot 
leaders may meet before die 
end of June to discuss the 
reunification of their war- 
divided island, Britain’s spe- 
cial envoy on Cyprus said 
Friday. 

“The question is no longer 
whether, but when face-to- 
face negotiations will take 
place," the envoy, David 
Hannay, told a news confer- 
ence following separate 
meetings with the two lead- 
ers. 

Greek Cypriot President 
Glafcos Clerides and Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denk- 
tash last met in late 1994 
during a series of inconclu- 
sive talks sponsored by the 
United Nations. 

“The chances of getting a 
settlement are better than 
they have been for some time 


in the past," and the desired 
direct talks can take place 
before the end of June. Mr. 
Hannay said. 

“The imminence of (direct) 
negotiations is sharpening 
the focus of earlier talks 
leading us to concentrate on 
main issues and so a lot of 
ground has been covered," 
said Mr. Hannay. 

His three-day visit here 
coincided with the launch of 
a new intensive round of 
indirect talks conducted by 
Gustave Feissel, the resident 
U.N. representative in 
Cypres, to arrange a 
Clerides-Denkiash meeting. 

Mr. Hannay was to fly to 
Brussels later Friday to 
review the latest develop- 
ments with other foreign 
envoys involved in the 
search for a Cypres settle- 
ment. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 Cartoon — Mickey & 
Donald Adventures 

14:30. .Cartoon — Moomin 

15:00 French Programmes 

16:00 Gillette World Sport 

16 JO .Doc. — Innovations 

17:00 -Till 

17:25 ....Drama — Blue Heeler, 

18:00 French Programmes 

19 JO News Headlines 

HK35 Comedy — Hangin’With 
Mr. Cooper 

20:00 - Doc. — Magazme-01 

2(k30 ........ ........... Prism 

21:10 Science Fiction — ‘Time 
Trax" 

22:00 .News in English 

22:25 Feature Film — "The 
Blue Lighting" 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:26.- - — Fajr 

05:43.- -..-(Sunrise) Duha 

11:45. -.Dfauhr 

15:09..- *Asr 

17:46 — Maghreb 

19HI3- ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifidi Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tei. 624590 
Church of the Anmmication 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Tara Sane la Church Tel. 
622366 


JORDAN 



Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
Hie Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Occasional scanered rainfall is 
expected with skies cloudy ro 
partly cloudy. Temperatures wfl] 
drop as relative cold weather con- 
ditions will prevail and winds 

nonhweftfcly raodteue to active. 
In Aqaba, winds wiU be northerly ■ 
moderate and seas calm. 
MxnJMax. temp.. 

Amman... - JH/11 

Aqaba IQ/20 

Deserts .03/13 


Jordan Valley 10/19 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 13. Aqaba 25 Humidity 
readings: Amman 78 per cent, 
Aqaba 34 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dt Ghaieb Zawaideh 
Dr. Jihad Sammour ., 
De Hisham Kan ’an M 
De KhakkxmAdbur . 

Firas pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy ... 
A1 Asema pharmacy.. 
Nairoukh pharmacy . 
AI Salam pharmacy .. 
Yacoub pharmacy — 
CTimekani pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dn Ghari Ta’amneh . 
AI Quds pharmacy _. 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad .. 
Khalifeh pharmacy 


73601/ 

765018 

890286 

699440 

,..-.661912 

.778336 

—637055 

„„,623672 

636730 

—644945 

....637660 

—847632 

-250080 
J— ) 


—985550 
9S5417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre — 63711 J 
Cml Defence Department 

.661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency —199 


Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway FoOce 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

.630321 

Hotel Complaints -..605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints — 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints — 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Itefevfeioa 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

.815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Right Information 08- 
53200 

Qneen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khali di Maternity, J. Amn 
644281/6 


AkUeh Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

-642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .....607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital — 845845 
Al-Mnasher HosptaiL667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

AJ-AhHAbdaK 664164/6 

Italian, ALMuhgjrecn 

777101/3 . 

Ai-Bashir, J. Ashrafiefa 

775111/26 

Army, Marks 89161 1/15 

Queen ABa Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

— J (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

— - —...(09)900560 

Dm Sins Hospital .-.(09)986732 
AI HJkam Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(021275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

D» AI Nafces Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

403)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
52325a 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

09:40 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09^5 —Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

Hh30 Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1&20 Cairo (RJ) 

17:40 London. Bedin (RJ) 

1935 Vienna (RJ) 

05-35 — — .Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 
1 

2>10 -Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

18:25 — Dubai. Damascus (EK) 
21:00 — Paris, Damascus' (AF) 

22:20 — ....Xamaca (CY) 

22:25 —Beirut (ME) 

22 35 Caro (MS) 

23:40 -Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 


2330 London (KJ) 

01:00 -.London, Damascus (BA) 

03:45 Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (KVF) Rights 

09:20 .-Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 — Shann AI Sheikh (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:45 -Maria. Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

06520 Beirut (RJ) 

11:05. Aqaba, Vienna (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

12rt0 .Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) 

13:45 Brussels (add) (RJ) 

2(k00 — Bombay (RJ) 

2k05 .Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 ...Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
21:05 — Lamaca (RJ) 

Other Fli ghts 

00:15 Damascus, Amsterdam 
(KL) 

G3HW Beirut, Athens (OA) 

07:00 Beirut (ME) 

13:30 .Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

15:50 Vienna (05) 

19:15 — Dubai (EK) 

23:10 — — Lamaca (CY) 

23:30 Cairo (MS) 

23:55 .Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (AF) 

00:40 Amsterdam (KL) 

0435 -Rotne(AZ) 


06 JO .London (KJ) 

Royal Wings (KW) Flights 
20:30 Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 am. every 
Monday 

Arc Damascus 5:00 pm every 
Monday 

Dep. Damsons 7:30 am every 
Sunday 

Arc Amman 5:00 pm every 
Sunday 


Upper/lower price infils per kg. 


Apple , 

Banana — 

— .700/500 
600/600 

Banana (imported). 

—1000/900 

f’jHTnr ... m/tKA 

Cauliflower.. . 

. -.200/120 


Cucumber (small),, — 340/200 
Eefinlant _ .240/120 

Fava beans 

j6 00/300 


1306/900 

Grape fruit 

T«ru>n 

180020 

—380/250 

Marrow (large)- 

— JS0/120 

Marrow (small) 

Onion (green) 

440/260 

220/120 


Onion f dry) — -30<V200 

Orange .440/300 

peas — m/m 

Pepper (hot)— 440/250 

Pepper (sweet) -420/220 

Potato — —330/200 ; 
Radish — __Jt40/50 

String beans-. 950600 

Tomato^..:.._.........._38<V220 
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Meeting calls for cooperation 
in addressing refugee plight 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Regional consul- 
tations on involuntary mass 
displacements closed here 
Thursday with calls for 
increased cooperation in 
addressing the plights of 
refugees and displaced per- 
sons. 

The two-day Amman meet- 
ing was convened by the Unit- 
ed Nations High Commission- 
er for Refugees (TJNHCR) to 
lay the foundation for a coop- 
eration mechanism among 
Central Asia, Southwest Asia, 
and Middle Eastern 
JCASWAME) countries. 

* Though the meeting closed 
without a final deliberation, 

ministers and government 
officials from 13 CASWAME 
countries “agreed that the con- 
sultation process should con- 
tinue," UNHCR Sadako Ogata 
told a press conference on 

Thursday. 

“Another meeting (on mass 
displacements in the 
CASWAME region) will be 
held before the end of the 
year," Ms. Ogata announced, 
adding that regular consulta- 
tions among directors of 
refugee bureaux in each coun- 
try- will also take place in the 
meantime, “to prepare for the 
(higher-level, next) meeting 
and share information." 

“The governments would 
like to develop a comprehen- 
sive regional approach and 
exchange legislation and mea- 
sures’’ in coping with refugee 
and displaced persons issues, 
she said. 

Many papers presented in 
different sessions at the con- 
ference highlighted the need 
Jlfor updating national and 
international legislation in 


order to address the humani- 
tarian emergencies of both 
generally displaced and inter- 
nally displaced persons as well 
as returnees and victims of 
war. 

While there is a “firm inter- 
national legal basis that deals 
with refugees,... there is little 
in international law" to protect 
displaced persons and all "dif- 
ferent and new forms of forced 
displacement evolved through 
the years," HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan had said Wednesday in 
a keynote address a( the open- 
ing session of the conference. 

The Crown Prince also 
called for the drafting of a 
charter, “a declaration of 
obligations that deals compre- 
hensively with the varying 
types of involuntary mass 
movements of population" in 
the CASWAME region and the 
establishment of a non-gov- 
ernmental organisation INGO) 
based on the tenet of A1 Zakat 
(alms-giving), one of the five 
pillars of Islam. 

“Within the context of Islam 
and its teaching, for the past 
several years Jordan has been 
calling for an international 
Zakat offering and support 
foundauon.-.fto assist) Muslim 
refugees for initial humanitari- 
an assistance, repatriation and 
consequent development,” the 
Prince said, adding that SO per 
cent of the world’s refugees 
are Muslim. 

Ms. Ogata praised the many 
proposals forwarded by partic- 
ipants. 

“Many proposals were 
made, including the one of a 
Muslim foundation of AI 
Zakat,” Ms. Ogata told the 
press conference. 

“But we cannot undertake 
this series of proposals all at 
one,” she added. 


As for the proposal of a 
regional charter for the 
CASWAME countries, Ms. 
Ogata pointed out that such 
regional documents have 
already proved successful in 
creating regional legal frame- 
works to complement the U.N. 
system in the Organisation of 
African States (OAS) and in 
Latin American countries. 

According to UNHCR statis- 
tics, there are some 4.5 million 
refugees and internally dis- 
placed persons in the 
CASWAME region. 

The figure does not include 
the 3.2 million Palestinian 
refugees who fall under the 
mandate of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA), established in 
1949 specifically to address 
Palestinian refugee issues in 
Syria. Lebanon, Jordan, the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

The major refugee groups in 
the CASWAME area are the 
three million Afghans — who 
fled their homes following the 
1979 Soviet intervention and 
found asylum in Iran and Pak- 
istan — and 580,000 Iraqis 
who found asylum in neigh- 
bouring countries, mainly Jor- 
dan. following the 1990 Gulf 
War. 

In the last five years. 
UNHCR succeeded in repatri- 
ating 1.4 million Iraqis and 3.9 
million Afghans. 

With a budget of SI. 17 bil- 
lion and a staff of more than 
5.000 persons in 1996, the 
UNHCR provides assistance 
worldwide to 13 million 
refugees, 3.3 million returnees, 
4.6 million internally dis- 
placed persons and 4.9 million 
people in refugee-like situa- 
tions, such as war victims and 
stateless people. 


‘Negotiations are ongoing to 
modify JPA electoral laws’ 


T“-.rx -*«/• rr.. 

JJy Lola Keifaiii* , 

Special, fo the Jordan Times- .. ' _ 

• • - • - i- 

AMMAN — It is unlikely that cun-ent negotia- 
tions between die Jordanian Pharmacists Associ- 
ation (JPA) and the Bureau for the Interpretation 
of Laws at the Prime Ministry could materialise 
into a modem election law before the upcoming 
April elections, on informed source told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The negotiations, which aim to eliminate 
tedious procedures involved in the JPA elections 
for president and 10-seat council, starred only 
last week. 

Although reasons remain unclear as lo why 
the association started conducting negotiations 
so late. Abdul Rahim Maaya, a member of the 
JPA council, told the Jordan Times Wednesday 
that a temporary election law may well be 
approved. 

“A permanent association electoral law could 
take up to three months [to be passed],” he 
added. 

^ According to the Jordanian constitution, the 
various associations* internal laws must be rati- 
fied by Royal Decree. 

To rectify the JPA election law, the executive 
authority should present the amendment to the 
Lower House where, subsequent to delibera- 
tions, the amended law is passed on to the Sen- 
ate and in its final stages die Royal Decree must 


be issued. ■ - ; 

■ The current JPA 1 law, which some pharmacists 
have described as “backward," was first issued 
in 1972. 

It stipulates that members of the assembly 
should first elect the president of the association 
and then when all votes are processed, and the 
result announced, the second stage of election 
begins. 

“It takes almost four hours before the results 
of the first stage are announced,” one pharma- 
cist said, adding that last year he could not prac- 
tise his right to vote for council members as the 
whole procedure demanded too much time. 

“I drove all the way from Madaba and had to 
return,” he said. “If we could vote for the presi- 
dent and council members simultaneously, 
things would be facilitated tremendously.” 

In other associations, two separate ballots 
must be filled — one for president and one for 
council members. 

Pharmacists, in the 4,000-strong assembly, are 
also demanding the right to vote in different 
govemorates, as other associations presently do, 
instead of having to make a bi-annual trip ro 
Amman. 

In principle the government is willing to 
amend the law, another informed source said, 
adding that it is unclear if an amended law could 
be issued before April 1 1, the scheduled election 
date. 


Computer show displays modem technology 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Fifth Annu- f 
al American Computer Show, 
displaying the latest in com- 
puter technology, convened 
here this weekend under the 
patronage of Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Abdullah 
and Princess Rani a Al Abdul- 
lah. 

* Organised by the U.S. 
embassy’s American Business 
Centre, the show provided the 
public with the opportunity to 
view processing. Internet 
services, and new computer 


hardware and software, organ- 
isers said. 

The 32 local companies who 
participated represented U.S. 
firms in Jordan and showcased 
American products, one offi- 
cial explained. 

“This is the third year that 
we have participated, and it 
definitely helps sales,” Mazen 
Tantash, owner of die Tantash 
Information Systems Group, 
told the Jordan Times. 

Show organisers were opti- 
mistic that the event would 
strengthen LT.S.-Jordanian 
bilateral trade as well as boost 
public knowledge of available 


technology. 

“There are so many options 
available now. you can seek 
visa information from 
embassies or listen to the 
Phantom of the Opera while 
surfing our local web,” Com- 
puter Networking Services 
(CNS) Sales Executive Alia 
Saleb said. 

Plans for a “Made in USA” 
trade fair exhibition this com- 
ing June were also announced 
at the show, which will show- 
case American-made products. 


What’s Going 


imFTH THEATRE FESTIVAL 

plays entitled "The Spider and 
-‘‘Tfe SaTuk Revolution” at the Royal Cul-.- 
Centre respectively at 7:00 p.m. and 

LECTURE 

"L ’ 

Unpublished Poems of Lorca: 
-Tt fnirtn-i Andalus^ by Nadia Chaaban at 
Cervantes', Jabal Amman at 6:00 


7- 


EXHIBITIONS 

* A UNHCR .photo exhibition by Brazil- 
ian/French photographer -Sebastiao Salga- 
do at Force-Grand Hotel, until March-15. 

- * Works by Paris-based Syrian artist 
Tiad Dalloul at 'Darar Al Funun,. Jabal 
Weibdeh, until April 3. Also displaying 
works by contemporary Arab artists. 

.* Scu] ptures by^Zaki Sallam at Balackia 
Art Gali^, : Gaidens-Street (Tel. 687598), 
until -March-15.- 


New Arabic daily to hit newsstands next month 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A new daily, 
whose publisher says “will 
revolutionise Jordan's press 
scene" is scheduled to 
appear on newsstands in 
late April. But how far the 
newspaper can go in com- 
peting with three estab- 
lished dailies and more than 
20 registered weekly 
tabloids and remain com- 
mercially viable in the 
country’s limited market 
remains to be seen. 

Licensed this week, Al 
Arab Al Yom (Arabs 
Today) will be competing 
for a mainly loyal reader- 
ship in an already-saturated 
market by adopting a two- 
pronged strategy: raising 
the ceiling of press freedom 
in reporting and comment- 
ing on issues and allocating 
greater resources to attract 
qualified manpower and 
establish bureaux abroad. 

Riad Hroub. publisher of 
Al Arab Al Yom and of Jor- 
dan’s first weekly tabloid, 
Shihan, maintains that the 
mnndare of the new daily is 
to compensate for what he 
calls the current lacklustre 
performance by the three 
pro-establishment dailies, 
the widesr-circulation of 
which is Al Ra’i, followed 
by Al Dustour. two newspa- 
pers partly owned by the 
government. 

“We are not going to be a 
typical newspaper" says 
Dr. Hroub. “We are going 
to be number one.” 

Some Jor dani an journal- 
ists and writers agree that 
Al Arab Al Yom “is going 
to provide us with some- 
thing new.” 

“It’s going to be a nice 
combination — a daily 
newspaper with the spirit of 
Shihan." says Al Ra’i writer 
Fahed Fanek who declined 
to move his daily column 


to the new paper. 

Shihan was Jordan’s first 
weekly tabloid, established 
in the mid-eighties. It is 
renowned for pursuing “the 
road nor taken" in reporting 
local news, on corruption, 
government squabbles, 
crime and other sacred 
issues. 

“They are going to be 
more aggressive, they will 
do daring interviews, 
they've attracted good 
names of a high calibre and 
they are going to present a 
challenge.'' says Dr. Fanek. 
“It will be good for journal- 
ism and it’s going to be 
very good for the readers.” 

“They are going to cross 
lines that we have not been 
crossing," says an A! Ra’i 
journalist, in veiled refer- 
ence to the government’s 
interest in AJ Ra‘i and Al 
Dustour, the two main Ara- 
bic dailies. “Herein lies the 
real competition." 

The government main- 
tains substantial interest in 
two local dailies: 40 per 
cent in AI Dustour and 61 
per cent in Al Ra'i, owned 
by the Social Security Cor- 
poration (SSC) and the 
Investment Corporation, 
but is supposed to sell its 
shares soon. 

The new newspaper has 
already come out of the cor- 
ner swinging, attracting a 
number of known journal- 
ists from the local press 
corps. Dr. Hroub would not 
disclose the initial size of 
the paper's staff, nor the 
number of journalists he 
has recruited from local 
papers — rumoured to be 
between 60-70 — but he 
did confirm that the majori- 
ty has come on. board from 
local papers. 

"Locally, we are targeting 
‘la creme de la creme' of 
Jordan's press corps." he 
maintains, although he is 
understood to have attract- 


ed other staff and techni- 
cians from abroad as well. 

According to Dr. Hroub, 
the paper will have eight 
managing editors, headed 
by leading Al Ra’i colum- 
nist Tareq Masarweh. who 
will serve as editor in chief. 
For an unspecified reason. 
Mr. Masarweh 's daily col- 
umn has not appeared in Al 
Ra’i for some months now. 

The editorial staff will 
include Saleh Qallab (Al 
Dustour columnist). Taher 
Adwan (another AI Dustour 
columnist). Issa Shweibi 
(editorial writer) and 
Mohammad Yousef 

Kawosh (Al Dustour editor 
and columnist). 

Dr. Hroub says he was not 
prepared to name all of his 
editorial team. However, a 
source close to Dr. Hroub 
says its members would 
also include Hilrai Al 
Asmar ( former ed i tor in 
chief of the Islamist weekly 
AJ Sabeel). Manvan Hzayin 
(from Al Aswaq) and 
Khaled Zubeidi ( Al Ra' t 
economics editor). 

Even if the paper is able 
to maintain a higher ceiling 
of freedom than established 
dailies, the battle is far from 
won. Reader loyalty — or 
habit — has been proven 
difficult to break. 

‘They'll first of all have 
to prove that they are 
responsible." said a veteran 
journalist and publisher. 
And they have to compete 
for an established reader- 
ship — AI Ra’i. for 
instance, has been like the 
“daily bread" for a lot of 
Jordanians. 

Al Ra'i circulates approx- 
imately 70.000 copies a 
day. twice as many as Al 
Aswaq and Al Dustour 
combined, he says. 

“They (Al Ra'i) have ads. 
they have news, and they 
have the tradition of obitu- 
aries.” adds the publisher. 


who does not want to be 
identified by name. 

Al Ra'i. which was estab- 
lished in the early 70s and 
has had the w idest circula- 
tion since then, prims 
between four and five 
pages of condolences, and 
some more of social notices 
and literally all the adver- 
tisements in town, will be 
difficult to replace as the 
number one daily. 

Additionally, recent stud- 
ies have shown that news- 
paper circulation in the 
country has declined over 
the past two months due to 
an increase in newsstand 
prices, forced by an escalat- 
ing cost of newsprint on the 
international market, and 
government tax on the 
good. 

~ Dr. Hroub dismisses this 
as “non-problematic." stat- 
ins that his paper's man- 
agement expects to circu- 
late approximately 80.UU0 
copies daily. 

“1 know on which 
grounds I am standing." he 
maintains. “Our experience 
shows that if a serious, 
independent newspaper 
comes to fruition, it will 
succeed — take, for exam- 
ple. Al Qabas (in Kuwaiti." 

Al .Arab Al Yom — which 
he expects to be a 64-page, 
full colour daily — will 
enjoy considerable finan- 
cial backing from its parent 
company, the National 
House for Press and Media 
< Dar Al Wataniyeh ). a pub- 
lishing house with a capital 
of JD4 million. 

Dar Al Wataniyeh has 
also purchased Shihan from 
Tabba'oun Al Arab, a pub- 
lic shareholding, commer- 
cial printing enterprise. 
Tabba'oun aT Arab, owner 
of A I Farid Distribution 
( formerly owned by the 
Hroub family), is a sister 
company of Dar AJ 
Wataniyeh. which is owned 


along w ith the Hroub fami- 
ly. by business magnate 
Khalil Talhouni among oth- 
ers. 

Journalists have main- 
tained that extensive 
resources have already 
given the paper an edge in 
recruitment. 

According to press 
sources. Al Arab Al Yom 
has offered to double 
salaries of those w ho come 
on board. Dr. Hroub did not 
disclose the salary average 
at the paper, but said that 
salaries would be “gener- 
ous. - ' 

The paper is also offering 
one-, two- or three-year 
contracts according to the 
employee's experience and 
position within the new 
paper. 

Diversity of resources — 
technical and financial — 
will give the enterprise 
enormous leeway to market 
the paper, utilise siaie-of- 
the-art media technology, 
recruit and train resources, 
maintain correspondents 
and open offices in the Arab 
World and abroad, all of 
which it intends to do. sa\> 
Dr. Hroub. 

The paper's management 
already has ambitious plans 
to open an office in 
Jerusalem where a Pales- 
tine edition will be printed. 
Dr. Hroub confirms that 
negotiations “at the highest 
level" are currently under- 
way. and expects that the 
Palestine edition will 
appear "shortly following" 
the paper's launch in Jor- 
dan. 

"We arc also in the 
process of appointing cor- 
respondents in all Arab 
countries." Dr. Hroub says, 
as w'ell as in Europe and 
North Africa. 


Development projects underway to improve tourism in Petra 



A village in Wadi Mousa will be converted into Hayat Zaman resort t photo by the Petra Regional Council ) 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

■ Special lojhe Jordcu} Junes 

AMMAN — Scores of 
development projects 
aimed to improve tourism, 
investment and the social 
conditions of the Petra 
region are currently under- 
way. according to Petra 
Regional Council (PRC) 
officials. 

On Jan. 15, Kamel 
M ah ad in assumed his posi- 
tion as PRC general director 
and is now leading protec- 
tion and preservation pro- 
jects in Petra. 

According to Dr. 
Mahadin. a high volume of 
visitors to Petra could cause 
extensive damage to the 
park, so a balance of protec- 
tion and development is of 
high priority. 

It was not until after the 
signing of the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty in 1992 
that Petra began to draw 
high numbers of tourists, he 
said. 

“Since peace (was estab- 
lished], visitors have tripled 
in number — during one 
day, last April, 4,000 
tourists came to the area," 
he added. 

The PRC was established 
in 1995 to control and pro- 
tect the site and monitor 
future developments in the 
area. 

It was a result of the com- 
bined efforts of the Petra 
National Trust (PNT). the 
Ministry of Tourism, and 
Royal family members. Dr. 
Mahadin said. 

"The protection of our 
national heritage is finally 
being dealt with,” PNT 
Director Ayser Akrawi stat- 
ed. “The Petra National 
Trust has been pushing for 
this all along.” 

Headed by the Ministry of 
Tourism, the PRC has been 
allocated the authority to 
regulate land use plans and 
public works projects to 
ensure the protection of 
Petra, Dr. Mahadin said. 

“We must satisfy 1 the 
needs of development and 
investment as well as pro- 
tect Petra's sensitive areas,” 
he added. 

Over the next three 
months, tenders will be 
offered for projects while 


other construction will also 
commence, Dr. Mahadin 
confirmed. 

Projects currently under 
construction include the JD 
3.218 million Wadi Mousa- 
Taybeh road, a youth club, 
youth hostel, public hospi- 
tal and a sewage treatment 
project, he added. 

The entire Wadi Mousa 
area currently i$ possessed 
of no hospital, and one resi- 
dent expressed . her relief at 
the upcoming project. 

“We are all so happy 
about this hospital," she 
said. “I had to go to Aqaba 
to give birth to mv last 
child" 

Any new- land use propos- 
al must first undergo 
examination by an 
independent reviewing 
committee comprised of 
members from different 
ministries, the PNT, and 
engineers. Dr. Mahadin 
said 

Subsequent to committee 
approval, the proposal must 
be publicly disseminated 
for a two-month period 
through various media to 


Petra and Wadi Mousa 
locals, he said. 

“This is to ensure social 
justice — we cannot simply 
protect the environment 
without respecting the 
locals,” he asserted. 

The World Bank is pro- 
viding S23 million to 
finance 10 projects, of 
which approximately JD 
1.2 has been allocated for 
1997. This year, projects 
include JD 75,000 for the 
landscaping of valleys and 
caves, JD '380.000 for the 
development of a traditional 
souk ( market ) and J D 
500,000 for the creation of 
an industrial crafts zone. Dr. 
Mahadin said. 

Pending projects include 
the development and reha- 
bilitation of the old Bij vil- 
lage (in central Wadi 
Mousa), development of 
landscapes within archaeo- 
logical sites, roads, and a 
rain drainage project, he 
said. We are giving Wadi 
Mousa a face lift as we are 
painting store fronts and 
beautifying the landscape 
around the visitor centre 


with poplar trees and 
carobs. he added. 

The promotion of 
tourism, investments, and 
other income-generating 
projects are a main priority 
of the PRC. Dr. Mahadin 
maintained. 

“Petra could draw as 
many international tourists 
as the Egyptian pyramids 
do. which would provide 
citizens with much needed 
work." he said. 

According to statistics 
provided by the Ministry' of 
Tourism, in the last five 
years, JD 50 million has 
been invested in Petra 
through the Jordanian pri- 
vate sector. 

The past five years have 
also witnessed the creation 
of 50 new hotels, including 
the five star Taybet Zaman. 
which recently won the 
Tourism for Tomorrow- 
Global award from British 
Airways. 

Despite the plaint 
amongst tourism entrepre- 
neurs that business in 1996 
“was a year to forget.'* Dr. 
Mahadin counters that there 


was a 22 r £> increase of 
tourists lo Petra in 1 995 
over the previous year. 

However, he lamented a 
lack of promotion, adding 
that extensive brochures 
and an otherwise compre- 
hensive campaign “could 
lead Petra to be known as 
the eighth wonder of the 
world." 

“Whatever economic ben- 
efits tourism can offer, the 
most important thing is to 
protect the delicate site with 
strict guidelines." he added. 

International preservation 
projects are also underway 
such as the joint Jordanian- 
German 53.1 million Petra 
Stone Preservation Project. 

The PNT has also com- 
pleted a .study to protect the 
siq (valley) from Hooding, 
funded by the Swiss gov- 
ernment, he said. 

The study will be len- 
dered soon. Dr. Mahadin 
affirmed. 

"Once we understand our 
assets, we can promote 
them and give Petra [the 
attention it] deserves." he 
concluded. 
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OSCE mediators, Albanian 
leaders meet as foreigners flee 


Jordan Times, 



TIRANA lAFPl — OSCE 
mediators met with Alban- 
ia's new prime minister Fri- 
day as the country's politi- 
cal leaders ran out of op- 
tions to quell a national in- 
surrection that has plunged 
the counrry into anarchy. 

The Organisation for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) delegation 
led by former Austrian 
Chancellor Franz Vranitzky 
was holding talks with 
Bashkim Fino on board an 
Italian warship in the Ad- 
riatic Sea. the Italian Fo- 
reign Ministry said. 

But OSCE President Niels 
Helveg Petersen, speaking 
in Copenhagen, insisted that 
the Albanian leaders' plea 
for military intervention to 
restore order was not an 
option. 

“What would be the goal 
of this intervention ... with 
which camp would it side? 
The situation is chaotic, 
complex and extremely dif- 
ficult to control." he said. 

Mr. Petersen’s comments 
came after Europe and the 
U.N. had also ruled out the 
possibility of intervention. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. in a formal statement 
adopted by consensus 
Thursday, limited itself to a 
call for’ peace, urging “all 
concerned to refrain from 


hostilities and acts of vio- 
lence and to cooperate with 
diplomatic efforts to reach a 
peaceful solution to the cri- 
sis’' 

The European Union also 
urged peace but, in a state- 
ment issued after a meeting 
of senior officials on the cri- 
sis Thursday, ruled out sup- 
port for any bid to send in 
troops. 

The evacuation of foreign 
residents continued apace 
meanwhile, with Italian he- 
licopters picking up a group 
of 121 Italians, Russians 
and Croatians from a Tirana 
stadium as armed Italian 
soldiers stood guard. 

France evacuated some 69 
nationals, mostly embassy 
staff and dependents, to the 
port of Durres to be taken 
by helicopter to the Italian 
port of Brindisi. 

Britain said 131 foreign- 
ers, including 65 Britons, 
had left Durres early Friday 
bound for Italy, and Greece 
announced plans to pull out 
40 Greek nationals during 
the day. 

Italian authorities said ear- 
ly Friday that a total of 700 
foreigners had been evacu- 
ated from Albania in the 
previous 24 hours by Italian 
air naval forces. 

Albania's former defence 
minister, replaced just two 


days ago with the formation 
of the new national recon- 
ciliation government, was 
among those fleeing the 
country, 

Safet Zhulali and his wife 
and 14-year-old daughter 
were among 65 Albanians 
aboard the Fulgidius cargo 
ship which docked in Brin- 
disi Friday. 

President Sali Berisha’s 
two children. Argita, 19, 
and Sokul. 25, have already 
fled to Italy. 

Tirana itself was calm but 
tense early Friday. Some 20 
people were injured in 
shooting incidents over- 
night hospital sources said, 
but there were no deaths. 

Bursts of automatic rifle 
fire could still be heard in 
the city Friday morning and 
there were armed residents 
on the streets. 

The scars of tank tracks 
were visible in the main 
thoroughfare through the 
city. At least two tanks 
patrolled the centre of the 
capital for several hours late 
Thursday night, with one 
taking up position outside 
Mr. Berisha’s office. 

Albania's troubles were 
triggered in January by the 
collapse of fraudulent in- 
vestment schemes, wiping 
out the life savings of many 
people in Europe's poorest 


nation. 

Weeks of demonstrations 
for government compensa- 
tion followed, before south- 
erners looted military de- 
pots and took over towns in 
an uprising that spread to 
the north. 

Frantic pleas by Albanian 
leaders Thursday for inter- 
national help have essential- 
ly been rebuffed. 

The European Union 
called on the Tirana govern- 
ment, political parties and 
other groups throughout the 
country to refrain from the 
use of force. 

The only way to overcome 
the crisis was by res-toring 
order and returning to a 
proper political and diplo- 
matic process, its statement 
said, without suggesting 
how this might be achieved. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, meanwhile, put the ball 
firmly in Europe's court, 
saying it “fully supports the 
diplomatic efforts of the 
international community, in 
particular the Organisation 
for Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe and the Eu- 
ropean Union.’’ 

The statement made no 
reference to possible milita- 
ry intervention and stressed 
political efforts to solve the 
crisis. 


Clinton’s bioethics panel takes up cloning debate 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Bill Clinton’s prestigious 
bioethics advisory panel Thursday began its work on the 
legal and moral dimensions of human cloning research, 
questions that have come to the. fore since scientists in 
Scotland announced they had cloned a sheep. 

Shortly after the world learned last month of Dolly, the 
cloned sheep. President Clinton banned any efforts to clone 
humans with federally funded research and asked privately- 
funded scientists to abide by a voluntary moratorium pend- 
ing a 90-dav review of the issues by the National Bioethics 
Advisory Commission. 

Harold Shapiro, president of Princeton University and 
chairman of the panel, said cloning posed ethical questions 
unlike those of past scientific breakthroughs because it 
dealt with such basic questions about the creation of life. 

Mr. Shapjfp: told reporters the panel will try to face up to 
.the hard-issjftes in, the: next.- 90 days. but he said this may be 
4 topic that society revisits over and over in' the years to 
«jome. - j;il ■ • 

“I think like all great moral issues there is no permanent 
consensus. Society can just reach a temporary resolution 
that seems to make sense in their times, for their feelings." 
he said. 

“What we’re supposed to do is to try and think through as 
carefully as we can what the legal and ethical issues are. to 
help provide some advice to the president and the Congress 
about what actions, if any, the federal government or other 
branches should take." he added. 

The meeting was briefly interrupted by four protesters 
from people for the ethical treatment of animals, who 
objected to treating animals as “test tubes with tails.” One 
wore what appeared to be a bunny costume and another 
dressed as a sheep and carried a sign that said “cloning is 
baaa-d.” 

Lawmakers in the U.S. Congress, and in several other 
countries around the world, have been contemplating 
whether or how to regulate human cloning research. 

Many scientists and elhicists have urged them not to over- 
react. saying that while they opposed any attempt to repli- 
cate a human being they hoped a backlash would not lead 
to a ban on cloning-related cellular research that could give 


rise to treatments for genetic diseases or cancers. 

Mr. Shapiro and the scientists, lawyers and ethicists on 
the panel noted that one task will be to define very clearly 
what they mean by cloning. Scientists use the terra for pro- 
cedures ranging from copying a single cell to splitting an 
embryo to — in Dolly’s case — replicating an adult mam- 
mal. 

Meanwhile, Australian researchers who have achieved the 
first large-scale cloning of cattle embryos said Friday they 
hoped to launch commercial cloning within three or four 
years. 

Their success was announced at a time of worldwide 
debate on the ethics of cloning — especially the idea of 
human cloning. 

Researcher Bemie Harford said the cloning process 
refined by a team in Melbourne was created solely for use 
..’m 'agriculture. i n. , * 

/“Our commercial, fociis/is to produce genetically identical 
embryos in large numbers, at low cost.” Mr. Harford, chief 
executive of the Genetics Australia Cooperative, told Reuters. 

“Our hope would be that we would move into pilot com- 
mercial processes in the next three or four years.” 

Britain's New Scientist magazine reported Thursday that 
Mr. Harford and a team at Melbourne’s Monash University 
led by Alan Trounson had managed to create more than 400 
identical embryos from a single cattle embryo. 

In a telephone interview, Mr. Harford would not comment 
on the possibility of using cloning techniques on humans. 

“Our interest is purely agricultural applications,” he said. 

Mr. Harford has worked for five years with Monash 
University’s Institute of Reproduction and Development to 
create a large number of cloned embryos. 

The researchers produce calf embryos using standard test- 
tube technology and let them grow into a ball of cells 
known as a blastocyst. They then separate cells out and fuse 
them with eggs that have had their nucleus removed to cre- 
ate new embryos, which are grown and separated again and 
again. 

~At the last count, the team had managed to produce a line 
of 470 cloned embryos, although none has been implanted 
into a cow and allowed to grow. 


Comet Hale-Bopp puts on bright performance 


PARIS (AFP) — Just a year 
after Hyakutake, another 
comet. Hale-Bopp, is keep- 
ing its appointment to put 
on a show in Earth's night 
sky. and it is going to be a 
"great comet" at the end of 
March, start of April. 

Hale-Bopp is a long-peri- 
od comet, and won’t be co- 
ming back for another 2.380 
years, according to the cal- 
culations made by Don 
Yeomans of the Jet Pro-pul- 
sion Laboratory in Pasade- 
na. California. We shall see. 

The new visitor was dis- 
covered independently in 
July 1995 by two .American 
astronomers. Alan Hale and 
Thomas Bopp. at a time 
when it was still some 3.4 
billion kilometres from 
Earth and headed for the 
inner part of the solar sys- 
tem. 


Its luminosity has inc- 
reased rapidly, despite its 
distance, and it promises to 
be a very brilliant comet 
indeed at its closest app- 
roach to the sun and the 
Earth. It was hidden for a 
while by the sun, or too 
close to it to be seen, from 
November to January, but it 
then reappeared, brighter 
than ever. Unlike some 
other comets the last few 
years, it is keeping its pro- 
mises. 

Hale-Bopp can already be 
seen with the naked eye and 
will reach peak brilliance at 
the end of this month and 
the start of April, its closest 
approach to Earth - a mere 
195 million kilometres — 
coming on March 23. At its 
brightest, it will be of mag- 
nitude - 1 , making it the 
third-brighrest comet since 


the year 1400, after Sarabat 
at -3 in 1729 and the comet 
of 1577. at -1.8. 

It will be a “great comet." 
says Mr. Yeomans, very 
bright and observable in the 
night sky, with an ever-visi- 
ble tail. 

Hale-Bopp is inclined al- 
most 90 degrees to the ec- 
liptic. This means that from 
our viewpoint, , it comes 
from the south moving to- 
wards the sun, nips around 
it. and then heads back 
south. 

In a few days, it will be 
observable an hour after 
sunset in the constellation 
Lacerta. and then in Audio - 1 
meda, all night until April 
10 (in the northern hemi- 
sphere). Until now, it has 
been visible in the southern 
hemisphere and at low lati- 
tudes in the northern hemi- 


sphere. 

North of the 40th parallel 
(which runs south of Mad- 
rid and Naples), the visitor 
will be visible all night in 
late March and early April. 

The comet's two tails are 
quite visible. One of them is 
the plasma taiL produced by 
the interaction of comet par- 
ticles with the solar wind, 
and the other is the dust tail, 
resulting from the reflection 
of sunlight on the dust hale- 
bope leaves in its wake. The 
tails are thought to be three 
million kilometres long. 

The comet’s nucleus is 
thought to have a diameter 
of around 40 kilometres, 
and the coma one of 
100.000 kilometres. Its peri- 
od of rotation is around 1 1 J 
days, according to the 
French Pic Du Midi Obser- 
vatory. 


Lake says Chinese missiles threaten U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton’s 
choice to be the next CIA 
director said Thursday that 
Chinese missiles and mis- 
sile-related sales posed a 
threat to the United States 
and U-S. interests abroad. 

In a third day of often- 
tesiy Senate confirmation 
hearings that highlighted 
continued problems for his 
nomination. Mr. Lake was 
asked how he regarded Chi- 
na “in terms of their capa- 
bilities for threatening our 
country.’* 

“I think they are real." Mr. 


Lake. Mr. Clinton's first- 
term national security ad- 
viser. said. “Certainly there 
is a missile threat from 
China." 

“Certainly while in some 
areas our interests are simi- 
lar, in many cases, they are 
not, and they work in ways 
that do not serve our inter- 
ests ... and this is an ex- 
tremely serious issue." 

“Some of their activities 
on the proliferation side are 
damaging to our interests 
abroad in the Middle East 
and South Asia.” he added 
in testimony before the Se- 


nate intelligence committee. 

The United States has 
voiced concern over Chi- 
nese sales of missiles and 
related technology to Iran 
and Pakistan, possibly in 
violation of the missile 
technology control regime, 
a 3 1 -nation pact designed to 
head off missile prolifera- 
tion. 

Mr. Lake was assailed 
during the session by Re- 
publican foes who im- 
pugned his integrity, man- 
agement skills and fitness to 
head the troubled Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA). 


The CIA has been rocked by 
treason in its ranks, frequent 
changes at the top and scan- 
dals in Guatemala and else- 
where. 

The session heralded 
rough sledding for Mr. Lake 
on the Republican-cont- 
rolled Senate floor, even 
assuming that two of the 
panel’s 10 Republicans join 
the nine Democrats, as 
seems likely, to recommend 
confirmation by the full 
Senate. 



An Italian soldier patrols as evacuees enter an Italian military helicopter on a Tirana soccer stadium Friday. An 
uneasy calm has settled over the Albanian capital after a night in which rebels fired looted guns (Reuter photo) 


Armenian 
minister 
voices 
support for 
Lebanon 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Ar- 
menian Foreign Minister 
Alexander Arzoumanian 
has expressed his country’s 
support for Lebanese calls 
that Israel withdraw its 
troops from South Le- 
banon. 

“Armenia will continue 
its political and moral sup- 
port for friendly Lebanon 
in a settlement of the Mid- 
dle East problem.” Mr. Ar- 
zoumanian- said-after a 
meeting ‘with President 
Elias Hrawi. 

He said Armenia support- 
ed the implementation of 
U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 425, which calls 
for the withdrawal of Is- 
raeli troops from Lebanese 
territory. 

Israel or its local allies 
have maintained forces in 
southern Lebanon since 
1978. The so-called “secu- 
rity zone, now manned by 
some 1,200 Israeli soldiers 
and 2,500 members of the 
South Lebanon Army mili- 
tia, is designed to prevent 
guerrilla raids on Israel's 
northern towns. 

Mr. Arzoumanian arrived 
in Beirut Thursday as part 
of a regional tour that also 
will take him to Jordan and 
Egypt. 

Shortly after his arrival 
from Syria, Mr. Arzouman- 
ian had talks with Foreign 
Minister Fans Bweiz on 
bilateral relations and the 
stalled Arab- Israeli peace 
negotiations. The two min- 
isters later signed an agree- 
ment on customs coopera- 
tion. 

The last visit to Lebanon 
by an Armenian foreign 
minister was in June 1994, 
when the Armenian embas- 
sy was officially opened in 
Beirut 

Mr. Bweiz said Thursday 
that Lebanon would open 
an embassy in Armenia in 
the near future to strength- 
en ties between the two 
countries. 

Mr. Bweiz also said his 
country supported “Ar- 
menia’s legitimate rights to 
Nagorno-Karabakh.” 

Armenian separatists 
fought a bitter eight-year 
war against neighbouring 
Azerbaijan over the disput- 
ed enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. which is mainly 
populated by Armenians. A 
tense ceasefire has reigned 
since May 1994. 

Around 200,000 Armen- 
ians live in Lebanon, most 
of whom attained Lebanese 
citizenship during the 
French mandate between 
1923 and 1943 after fleeing 
persecution by the Otto- 
man Empire. 

On Wednesday Mr. Arzu- 
manian held talks with Syr- 
ian President Hafez A1 
Assad and Foreign Minis- 
ter Faruq AI Shara in Da- 
mascus, focusing on bilat- 
eral relations. 


For U.K. Conservatives, it’s no longer 
‘will we lose?’ but ‘by how much?’ 


LONDON (AFP) — Bri- 
tain's Conservatives, at a 
campaign strategy council 
in bath, southwestern Eng- 
land. Friday and Saturday, 
were pondering not so much 
whether they would lose 
general elections in six 
weeks, but by how much. 

Officially, said party offi- 
cials, the council was set- 
ting out an electoral strategy 
of choice: “Stability in an 
uncertain world” with the 
Tories, or “plunging into 
darkness” with Tony Blair’s 
Labour Party, hungry for 
power after IS years in the 
opposition. 

The party had spent much 
of the week . working on 
^whaLhascome ro be kno wn . 
in British politics as >“the 
fear factor.’ 7 -. • 

Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor Saturday was to address 
the very party lieutenants 
already * vying to replace 
him as party leader, and 
who have been heaping 
reproach on him in the run- 
up to the vote expected on 
May 1. 

Mr. Major, trailing far 
behind Mr. Blair in all polls, 
has acknowledged the 
strong probability of a “new 
labour” victory. Observers 
say he is looking most of all 
to avoid an all-out landslide 
for Labour and limit the 
magnitude of a Tory drub- 
bing. 

Two weeks ago, the day 
after the Tories took a humi- 
liating, if not unexpected, 
defeat in the Wirral South 
by-election, losing a rock- 


solid Conservative seat, Mr. 
Major said: “If public opin- 
ion doesn't change (by the 
general elections), then we 
will have a Labour govern- 
ment--. and a mid-summer's 
nightmare." 

The two latest opinion 
polls have only added cre- 
dence to that scenario, sho- 
wing Labour’s already cru- 
shing 24-26 point gap was 
widening, not narrowing as 
the Tories had hoped it 
would in the approach to the 
elections. 

In terras of parliamentary 
seats, under Britain's major- 
ity voting system. Labour 
could wind up with 221 to 
289 more seats than the 
jCoaserv&dvcs^which ut nild_ 
be an absolute majority 
without precedent in this^ 
century. 

The ’Tory spin machine 
has been trying to mask the 
writing on the wall by drag- 
ging out the same bugbears 
that have successfully kept 
Labour in the opposition for 
nearly two decades: Higher 
taxes, unemployment, col- 
lusion with trade unions. 

It will boil down to a con- 
test between “tricky Tony 
and honest John,” said De- 
fence Secretary Michael 
Portillo. 

But observers saw little 
profit to be gained in the 
argument. 

The polls show Labour 
has little, or nothing, to 
worry about, and Blair has 
been concentrating on tbe 
counter-attack. 

Labour, which has mod- 


ernised and moved sharply 
toward the centre of the 
political spectrum under 
Blair's stewardship, insists 
it is “taking nothing for 
granted” in the run-up to the 
vote. 

It also makes clear that 
“people should know that 
we will be elected by the 
center, and we will govern 
at the centre.” 

Labour's chances 
peared to have been streng 
thened by the internal Tory 
battles among Mr. Major’s 
would-be successors. 

The Times of London car- 
ried an editorial Friday enti- 
tled. “the day after defeat.” 
and devoted a half-page to 
the odds_on those Tories 
snapping at Mr. Major's 
heels: Home Secretary Mi- 
chael Howard and Mr. Por- 
tillo, 3 to 1, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer Kenneth 
Clarke, 12 to 1, Deputy 
Prime Minister Michael 
Heseltine, 16 to 1. 

Tory Party chairman 
Brian Mawhinney mean- 
while was promising Friday 
that a “very united mes- 
sage” would emerge from 
the bath council meeting. 

Going into the confer- 
ence, however, the Tories 
were still grappling with the 
“every man for himself’ 
impressions left by remarks 
attributed to former Tory 
Premier Margaret Thatcher, 
unenthusiastically denied 
by her spokesmen, that 
“Tony Blair would not li-. 
Britain down” if Labour 
won. 


China playwright seeks 
probe into 1989 crackdown 

the popular belief that Deng 
ordered the crackdown. 

“Deng Xiaoping was not 
necessarily aware of the 
entire situation then,” Mr. 
Wu said. “We should clear 
things up.” 

Mr. Wu blamed the deci- 
sion to open fire on un- 
armed demonstrators on 
Beijing’s disgraced Com- 
munist party boss and ex- 
Mayor Chen Xitong. wfc®.- 
has not’ been seen in public 
since April 1995. 

“It wouldn’t be too much 
to mete out 10 death sen- 
tences to Chen Xitong.” Mr. 
Wu said 


BEUTNG (R) — One of 
China’s leading playwrights 
said Friday he bad called for 
an investigation to clear the 
name of late leader Deng 
Xiaoping of any wrongdo- 
ing in the 1989 crackdown 
on student democracy de- 
monstrations. 

Deng, who died on Feb. 
19 aged 92, is widely be- 
lieved to have ordered the 
army to crush the demon- 
strations on June 3-4. 1989, 
resulting in heavy loss of 
life. 

He was the only political 
leader who could claim total 
control over the army as 
well as the party and state. 


But the outspoken play- 
wright Wu Zuguang, 79. 
said he believed Deng was 
not necessarily to blame. 

“Every time people talk 
about the incident, Deng 
Xiaoping’s name is men- 
tioned. It's unfair to Deng 
Xiaoping.” Mr. Wu said in a 
telephone interview. 

Mr. Wu, who is also a 
member of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consulta- 
tive Conference, brought up 
his call for a probe during 
group meetings of the gov- 
ernment advisory body this 
week. 

He said he hoped the 
investigation would reverse 


Paris store bomb injures one person 


PARIS (R) — A parcel 
bomb exploded in a shop in 
Paris Thursday, slightly in- 
juring one person, police 
said. 

An unidentified passer-by 
apparently threw the bomb 
into the home decoration 
shop in the Rue Monge in 
the Latin quarter. It bounced 
down the stairs into the 
storeroom in the cellar and 
exploded. 

A store employee, alone 
in the cellar room, was 
slightly hurt by the blast, 
which caused minor dam- 


age. The suspected bomber 
escaped 

“The explosion was pretty 
strong — the building 
shook,” an employee in a 
travel agency in the same 
building said. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
the blast, which bore none 
of the hallmarks of any 
recent violence in France. 

Corsican separatists have 
set off thousands of small, 
bombs, including five Wed- 
nesday, on the Mediterra- 
nean island as part of a two-" 


decade long campaign for 
more autonomy from main- 
land France. 

Corsican guerrillas usual- 
ly target public buildings, 
like town halls! or post of- 
fices', and normally seek to 
avoid casualties. They also 
rarely strike on the main- 
land. 

The most serious recent 
blast in France was a bomb 
on an underground train in 
December that killed foun 
people. Investigators sus^ 
pect Algerian Muslim ex- 
tremists were responsible. 
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The left side of the wreckage of TWA Flight 800 is shown nearly reconstructed in Long Island Friday. The place 
where the fuel tank was is in the five holes right of red scaffolding. Investigators have not yet formally determined 
the cause of the crash that killed all 228 on board last July (Reuter photo) 


U.S. officials angered by Salinger claims 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
officials reacted angrily 

Thursday to former presiden- 
tial spokesman Pierre 

Salinger’s claim that he has 
proof that a U.S. Navy missile 
shea down a TWA Jum-bo Jet 
last year off Long Island. New 
York. 

Defence Secretary Wii-liam 
Cohen flatly rejected Mr. 
Salinger's call for a Pentagon 
investigation, saying there is 
"no foundation for such an 
allegation.” 

Mr. Salinger. former 
spokesman for President John 
F. Kennedy in the 1960s. pre- 
sented his evidence, mostly 
.t^dar images, at a Paris news 
^tueience and in a detailed 
article in Paris Match. He 
demanded a full-scale 
Pentagon investigation. 

He said tiie images backed 
his theory that the U.S. Na-vy 
accidentally shot down TWA 
Flight S00 off New York on 
Juh- 17. killing all 230 people 
onboard. 


Mr. Cohen, travelling with 
President Bill Clinton in 
North Carolina, told repor- 
ters there was no basis for any 
allegation that a U.S. Navy 
missile was involved 

"Based on the information 
that I have there is no basis for 
such an allegation pertaining 
to a navy ship or navy mis- 
sile,’’ Mr. Cohen said 

“My understanding is that 
there has been a very thor- 
ough investigation in terms of 
any navy assets ._ There was 
a complete inventory of their 
missiles or weapons on board 
and there is no basis, no foun- 
dation for such an allegation 
that a navy missile was 
involved in this tragedy," Mr. 
Cohen said 

For the second day in a row, 
a senior U.S. official 
denounced Mr, Salinger on 
television talk shows. 

National Transportation and 
Safety Board Chairman Jim 
Hall said there was ab-solute- 
ly no evidence to support Mr. 


Salinger’s story and called 
him irresponsible for accus- 
ing navy personnel of cover- 
ing up such an accident 

“Right now we have no evi- 
dence, no physical evidence 
that a missile or bomb 
exploded and caused that 
accident" he said on the NBC 
“Today Show." 

“We have not seen any mis- 
sile track.” Mr. Hall said He 
made similar de-nials on all 
the major television networks. 

“I think what Mr Salinger is 
saying is that the navy shot 
the plane down. I think the 
FBI have looked at that I 
think that’s wrong,” Mr. Hall 
said 

“As a Vie tnam veteran. I 
think it’s just irresponsible 
even to allege that the men 
and women in our service, if 
something like that happened 
thar there would be some kind 
of coverup. 

“We have a process in these 
investigations. We are in the 
factual stage. If at any time 


we have any evidence of 
criminal activity we will 
make thar known to the FBI," 
he said 

In a similar round of ap-pear- 
ances Wednesday. Janies 
Kallstrom. who is directing the 
investigation for the FBI. made 
a pre-emptive strike against Mr. 
Salinger ahead of his news con- 
ference. 

Mr. Kallstrom said that the 
FBI had called in every expert 
it could find to re- view the 
videotapes of all the available 
radar images and they could 
find no evidence of a missile 
firing. 

Mr. Kalistrora, the assistant 
director of the FBI's New 
York office said 'There is no 
missile flying up ar this plane 
on any of the radar lapes...It’s 
just not true,” he told NBC. 

Mr. Salinger's response: 
“We have now reached the 
point where we are totally 
sure that what we are saving 
is true." 
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Martian life could have survived the trip to Earth 


WASHINGTON (Rl— The 
meteorite ihat last year 
sparked reports of possible 
life on Mars yielded new 
evidence Thursday suggest- 
ing that microscopic life 
from the red plnnet might 
well have survived the trip 
to Earth. 

In two separate studies 
published in the journal 
Science, researchers added 
new weight to the theory 
that tiny structures on a grey 
rock found in Antarctica are 
tiny fossils of Martian life. 

The research does not 
confirm that life on Mars 
exists, but discounts scien- 
tific sceptics who believe no 
jtrace of life could exist in 
the meteorite because it 
formed at extremely high 
temperatures. The new stud- 
ies suggest the meteorite 
formed in an environment 
cool enough to foster life. 

Scientists will have no 
way of actually knowing 
until the first samples of 
rock are recovered from 
Mars around the year 2003. 
when a robot-rover is ex- 
pected to be sent to the 
planet. 


“It would have been love- 
ly to rake this sample and 
see little bacteria crawl out 
of a crack, but that didn’t 
happen,” said John Valley of 
the University of 
Wisconsin, the leader of one 
research team. 

Instead, Mr. Valley and his 
colleagues attacked the 
thermodynamic assump- 
tions of some of the Martian 
life doubters, who main- 
tained that the kind of mate- 
rial found in the meteorite 
— officially known as 
ALH84001 — had to form 
at temperatures over 650 
degrees Celsius. 

“What we’ve shown is 
that those assumptions are 
not correct," Mr. Valley 
said, adding that if the 
doubters' assumptions were 
true. Earth's oceans would 
have long since boiled away 
at temperatures over 1000 
degrees Celsius. 

His best guess is that the 
rock's micro-fossils formed 
at temperatures below 300 
degrees Celsius, and more 
likely cooler than the boil- 
ing point of 100 degrees 
Celsius, leaving ample 


scope for the Martian orga- 
nisms' survival. 

In the second study, re- 
searchers reached the same 
conclusion — that the mete- 
orite formed at cool, life- 
preserving temperatures — 
by focusing on the rock’s 
magnetic field. 

In addition, the second 
team, headed by Joseph Kir- 
schvink of the California 
Institute of Technology, be- 
lieve they found signs that 
numerous meteorite strikes 
on Earth could have brought 
life to our planet. 

“There must have been 
numerous meteorites capa- 
ble of carrying life between 
Earth and Mars," Mr. Kir- 
schvink said in a telephone 
interview. “We don’t know 
if they did. but ar least 
we've got one stone sitting 
on a desk that travelled the 
low-temperature path. It 
could have done it.” 

For Michael Meyer, a bio- 
logist who studies the possi- 
bility of extraterrestrial life 
for the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, 
the idea that life from Mars 
survived its journey to Earth 


was not completely surpris- 
ing. 

Even the arduous year- 
long interplanetary trip 
would not necessarily oblit- 
erate microscopic traces of 
life on a meteorite, Mr. Me- 
yer said, and while the beat 
of entering Earth’s atmos- 
phere would be intense, it 
would be brief that life 
could survive. 

Mr. Meyer posed a poten- 
tially more arresting ques- 
tion: “Philosophically, an 
interesting thing is that 
some time ago, if something 
(life from Mars) did land, 
would we know if it had any 
effect? We may already 
have incorporated it” 

The National Research 
Council, which advises Na- 
tional Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 
(NASA) and other federal 
agencies, has said the risk of 
contamination from Martian 
life samples is remote but 
not zero, and has suggested 
that any future samples 
recovered from Mars be iso- 
lated. 


Mother Teresa vows to keep ministering to the poor 


CALCUTTA. India (R) — 
Mother Teresa Friday 

«■ cheerfully handed over 

■ leadership of her Roman 

Catholic order to Sister 

;■ ^Nirmala but pledged to 

,i-. "carry on her work for the 

world’s poor and sick. 

“I have plenty of work to 
,. |it do." the 86-year-old Nobel 

Peace ffrize winner told u 
!l j. crowd of journalists who 

tilled the courtyard of the 
^ headquarters of her Mis- 

sionaries of Charity in the 
;}jl eastern Indian city of Cal- 

cutta. 

“I will remain in Cal- 
j,t cutta," said Mother Teresa. 

standing beside her suc- 
,iji cessor on a balcony over- 

i.ii- looking the courtyard. 

t .i ■ Sister Nirmala, a Hindu 
,.,i 1 Brahmin who converted to 

, i* Christianity at age 23. was 

. ; i.“ r elected by 132 senior nuns 

Thursday as superior gen- 
eral, succeeding Mother 
m"; Teresa who had held the 

iii- * i post since she founded the 
i i-' 1 .' -Order in 194S. 

* The Order's new leader 

n ' humbly paid homage to 

:I’1‘ Mother Teresa, saying she 


would depend on the re- 
nowned missionary for 
guidance. “Mother is there 
to guide us." Sister Nir- 
mala, 63. said. 

Asked if she felt like the 
mission's leader, the In- 
dian-born Sister Nlrniala 
said: “Mother is our foun- 
dress and we are all her 
children. I am not the head 
of the Order. We are all 
equal” 

The Missionaries of 
Charity said Thursday that 
Mother Teresa would re- 
tain her name “Mother" 
but Sister Nirmala, whose 
parents were from the Hin- 
du kingdom of Nepal, 
would assume her admin- 
istrative duties. 

Mother Teresa, who had 
commanded the Order 
with an iron will for nearly 
half a century, decided last 
year to step down after 
being taken to hospital 
three times for emergency 
care, including her second 
heart operation. 

Bedridden for weeks last 
year, a jovial Mother Tere- 
sa said she had since re- 


covered. T am feeling ve- 
ry happy. I’m much bet- 
ter," she said. 

Mother Teresa addressed 
the journalists from a first- 
floor balcony, flanked by 
Sister Nirmala and Sister 
Frederick, an 81 -year-old 
nun who was elected to the 
second ranking post. 

Nuns dressed in the Or- 
der’s familiar white saris 
with blue trim crowded 
behind the three women 
and thronged surrounding 
balconies, occasionally 
clapping and cheering. 

Mother Teresa, who 
spoke quietly into a small 
microphone, bantered with 
the press. Asked where die 
Missionaries of Charity 
was headed now that there 
was a new leader, she 
quipped: “China." 

At the end of the 30- 
minute news conference. 
Mother Teresa blessed Sis- 
ter Nirmala by placing her 
hand on her successor’s 
head. 

Sister Nirmala was bom 
a high-caste Hindu in 1934 
from a family with its 


roots in Nepal — the 
world's only Hindu king- 
dom. She was the oldest of 
11 children. 

Sister Nirmala's de- 
ceased father. Mahananda 
Joshi. served in the mili- 
tary police in the northern 
Indian state of Bihar, 
where Mother Teresa’s 
successor was bom. 

She earned a Master's 
degree in political science 
before converting to 
Catholicism in 1958. 

“I heard from God in a 
hostel in Patna women’s 
college," Sister Nirmala 
said.~ "After six years 1 
came to Calcutta and Mo- 
ther baptised me. When I 
received the call I was 17. 
But I joined Missionaries 
of Charity when I was 23." 

The Orders new leader, 
who wears spectacles and 
is taller than Mother Te- 
resa, was asked if she had 
any message to give to the 
followers of the Missio- 
naries of Charity. 

“We remain true and car- 
ry forward the task handed 
down to us," she said. 


Zaire rebels: We will finish 
off the army at Kisangani 


GOMA, Zaire (AFP) — 
Zairean rebels claimed Fri- 
day to have cut access roads 
to Kisangani, the last gov- 
ernment military stronghold 
in the east of the country, 
and pledged to finish off the 
army there. 

The government. its 
troops routed in five months 
of fighting, is vowing that 
Kisangani will not fall. 

On Thursday, government 
troops were locked in in- 
tense fighting with the Tut- 
si-led rebels northeast of 
Kisangani as thousands of 
desperate refugees fled the 
combat. 

An AFP photographer 
who got to within 500 me- 
tres of the government for- 
ces' forward position 60 ki- 
lometres along the road to- 
wards the Ugandan border 
reported fighting with mul- 
tiple rocket-launchers and 
mortars, and said the gov- 
ernment troops had pushed 
the rebels back. 

But rebel spokesman Ra- 
phael Gbenda told journal- 
ists Friday in Gama, the re- 
bel headquarters town on 
the border with Rwanda: 
“We’re building up the pre- 
ssure. We have practically 
blocked all access to the 
town." 

“We’re now in a position 
to finish off this phantom 
army, which is aided by 
mercenaries." 

The rebels are approach- 
ing Kisangani, which is 500 
kilometres west of Goma. 


N. Ireland 
Unionist 
calls for 
change in 
peace talks 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
Northern Ireland Unionist 
leader David Trimble 
called for changes in U.S.- 
mediated peace talks, cur- 
rently in recess, at a meet- 
ing Thursday with a senior 
State Department official. 

The inter-party talks, 
chaired by former U.S. 
Senator George Mitchell, 
were adjourned last week 
with the province’s bitterly 
divided pro-British Protes- 
tant and pro-Irish Roman 
Catholics still split on the 
way forward. 

“We reviewed the situa- 
tion and looked forward to 
the resumption of (the) 
talks in June,” Mr. Trimble 
said after meeting Under 
Secretary for Political Af- 
fairs Peter Tamoff, who 
holds the No. 3 rank in tbe 
State Department. 

“We expressed the view 
to him that we felt that 
there would need to be 
some changes in terms of 
tbe context or the way in 
which things are being 
done to avoid the present 
impasse," Mr. Trimble said. 

“We felt that if we re- 
turned in June in exactly 
the same positions as we 
are at present then the pro- 
cess would have great diffi- 
culty in being continued.” 

Mr. Trimble gave no fur- 
ther details of the changes 
he wanted to see in the 
talks, which have been ad- 
journed because of British 
general elections due by 
May 22. The Unionists are 
the leading Protestant party 
in Northern Ireland. 

Currently excluded from 
the talks is Sinn Fein, polit- 
ical wing of the Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA), be- 
cause of the IRA’s refusal 
to renew a ceasefire. 

Irish politicians of vari- 
ous parties are arriving in 
Washington ro attend a 
White House reception on 
next Monday mariting Sl 
P atrick's Day. 

Mr. Trimble met acting 
National Security Adviser 
Samuel Berger and Deputy 
National Security’ Adviser 
James Steinberg at the 
White House after his visit 
to the State Department. 

He said they had assured 
him the United States wan- 
ted to see the IRA renew its 
ceasefire in deed as well as 
word. 


from the north, northeast 
and southeast and have 
captured the Zaire River 
town of Kindu, 450 kilome- 
tres to the south, but all ter- 
ritory to the west is still held 
by government forces. 

The rebels have captured 
a string of towns and occu- 
pied at least a fifth of Zaire 
since going on the offensive 
in the east last October, and 
are ad vanci ng on several 
fronts. 

They say they have seized 
Kongolo, in the southeast, 
on the threshold of dia- 
mond-rich eastern Kasai, 
which fell “practically with- 
out a fight," according to 
Mr. Ghenda. 

The rebels, led by a for- 
mer Marxist. Laurent-De- 
sire Kabila, also appear to 
be continuing their advance 
into the rich mining pro- 
vince of Shaba in the south, 
where they have already 
captured Kabalo. Manono 
and Moba. 

Like Kabalo. Kongolo is 
situated on the railway line 
linking Shaba to Kindu. 
which has been in rebel 
hands since March 2. 

In another development 
Friday, the general staff of 
the Zairean army officially 
accused Angolan govern- 
ment troops of fighting 
alongside Kabila's rebels. 

In an statement released to 
the press, the army com- 
mand said, “Angolan mili- 
tary personnel are fighting 
with Kabila's men." Ango- 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia 
has signalled it was ready to 
show new flexibility at talks 
with NATO, saying any 
agreement mapping out 
relations with the Western 
alliance must be binding but 
need not be approved by 
national parliaments. 

Presidential Press Secre- 
tary Sergei Yastrzhembsky 
said Moscow still firmly 
opposed NATO's plans to 
expand eastwards and stuck 
to demands that any agree- 
ment with it must be bind- 
ing. 

But he said Moscow 
would be ready to consider 
a host of ways for such an 
agreement to be formally- 
approved, suggesting it was 
ready ro consider proposals 
other than its demand that 
national parliaments should 
ratify such a document. 

“We are urging the need 
for a binding document.” 
Mr. Yastrzhembsky said in 
an interview with Ekho 
Mostvy radio station. 

Asked how such an agree- 
ment should be confirmed, 
he said: “One way is to rat- 
ify it by the parliaments. Or 
you can cut a deal at the 
level of the executive 
branch." 

He referred specifically to 
the 1975 Helsinki Act 
establishing a code on hu- 
man rights, security and the 
economy which was app- 
roved by state or govern- 
ment leaders and was only 
politically binding. 

“We have the 1975 Hel- 
sinki Act whose binding 
nature has not been ques- 
tioned by anyone yet. I 
mean there are different op- 
tions and there is different 
diplomatic experience," Mr. 
Yastrzhembsky said. 

His comments followed 
suggestions by NATO dip- 
lomats that Russia appears 
to have dropped its previous 
demand that any NATO- 
Russia document should be 
in the form of a legally- 
binding treaty rather than a 
politically-binding commit- 
ment. 

Meanwhile, The United 
States assured Poland 
Thursday that current talks 
on a NATO-Russia charter 
would not involve conces- 
sions to Moscow on the 
terms of alliance member- 
ship for applicants from 
Eastern Europe. 

Standing alongside visit- 
ing Polish Foreign Minister 
Dariusz Rosati. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
said: “I think it is very 
wrong to characterise ... the 
NATO-Russia discussions 
as concessions." 

At a Madrid summit in 


la. which borders on south- 
ern Zaire, has a formerly 
Marxist government which 
was long battled by Zai- 
rean-backed rebels. 

Mr. Kabila, returned to 
Goma late Thursday after 
flying off to an unknown 
destination early in the day. 

His aides said' their leader 
“sometimes carries out vis- 
its we don't talk about." 

Mr. Ghenda said that Mr. 
Kabila “needs to visit his 
troops in the liberated 
zones." but other sources 
said they believed he had 
visited Uganda for a secret 
meeting with President Yo- 
weri Museveni, accused b\ 
Kinshasa of sending troops 
and tanks to aid the rebels. 

Some 75.000 Rwandan 
and Burundian Hutu refu- 
gees are meanwhile en- 
camped at Ubundu. 150 ki- 
lometres south of Kisan- 
gani. 

They are receiving relief 
food which is being flown 
into Kisangani and then 
railed down to Ubundu. but 
are trying to cross to the 
west bank of the Zaire Ri- 
ver. afraid the rebels will 
kill them. 

Most are civilians, but 
some were members of the 
Rwandan Hutu militias ac- 
cused of responsibility for 
the 1994 genocide in Rwan- 
da. 

They fled a previous camp 
at Tingi-Tingi, southeast of 
Kisangani, when the rebels 
converged on that site. 


U.S. offers 
France 
NATO Rapid 
Reaction 
Force role 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — In a 
bid to smooth a dispute 
over leadership of NATO’s 
southern command the 
United States has proposed 
that France head a new 
southern European Rapid 
Reaction Force within the 
alliance, diplomatic sour- 
ces say. 

The new’ military' unit, 
using elements of France's 
Fast Reaction Force, would 
be used to handle crises 
along NATO’s southern 
flank. 

Toulouse or Toulon in 
France are being touted as 
possible headquarters, as is 
Florence, Italy, the sources 
said. 

Floated by the Americans 
a few weeks ago. the idea 
joins a multitude of others 
suggested to keep France 
within the international mi- 
litary’ organisation and give 
NATO a greater European 
identity. 

Since it rejoined NATO 
last year. France has 
pushed for the southern 
command, based in Naples, 
to be placed under Euro- 
pean, rather than American 
command, as at present. 

Washington refuses cate- 
gorically to hand over the 
reins of the post, which 
controls the United States’ 
Sixth Fleet, and is charged 
with I- }king after develop- 
ments in the Balkans, the 
Middle East and the Gulf. 

Military’ observers say the 
Rapid Reaction Force com- 
promise by itself probably 
will not be sufficient to 
sway France. However in 
combination with other 
proposals, it may satisfy 
French demands for greater 
balance between Europe 
and the United States in 
NATO. 

July, NATO will invite 
some former Warsaw pact 
states to apply to join. To 
mollify 1 Russia, which op- 
poses NATO expansion, the 
alliance i.s meanwhile try- 
ing to work out a charter 
with Moscow’ on closer re- 
lations. 

Despite Western pledges 
that Russia will gain only a 
voice and not a veto in 
NATO affairs, the East Eu- 
ropeans are nervous that a 


France is meanwhile at- 
tempting to persuade Euro- 
pean Union (EU) partners 
to support international in- 
tervention in Zaire, but 
appears to have little pros- 
pect of success. 

France is sympathetic to 
the Rwandan refugees :md 
has frequently voiced alle- 
gations — so far uncon- 
firmed — that the rebels 
have massacred thousands 
of Hutus in their path. 

At a meeting in Brussels 
Thursday. France, w hieh 
supports the government of 
Mobutu, said it would con- 
tinue to draw the attention 
of its EU partners to the 
plight of the refugees. 

Diplomats from other EU 
states said they were ready 
to listen to the French pro- 
posals but that any move (o 
send troops imo the area 
would not w in approval. 

The United States has also 
ruled out support for a mul- 
tinational force. 

In Geneva, the United Na- 
tions said Thursday a U.N. 
envoy was asking to visit 
Zaire as soon as possible to 
verify repons of massacres 
and mass human rights vio- 
lations in the w ar-tom coun- 
try. 

In Kinshasa, opposition 
newspapers charged Friday 
that France was preparing to 
send troops into eastern 
Zaire from Congo. Zaire’s 
western neighbour and a 
former French colony, to 
aid the refugees. 


U.S.-Russian summit in 
Helsinki March 19-20 
could lead to a deal that 
would limit the terms of 
their membership. 

But Ms. Albright, speak- 
ing before talks" with Mr. 
Rosati. said the charter 
“will serve our interests and 
that of every country in 
Europe” and insisted there 
would be no under-the-table 
deal. 

“Every important decision 
which will be made by 
NATO’s 16 allies is made in 
full consultations with our 
partners and there will be 
nothing about you without 
you — nic o was bez 
was'." she said, employing 
a Polish expression. 

The new allies would be 
full members of NATO “in 
every sense of the word ... 
There are not going to be 
any second class citizens in 
an enlarged NATO." she 
added. 

Although no names have 
been announced. Poland, 
the Czech Republic and 
Hungary are widely seen as 
the leading contenders to be 
in the first wave of new 
NATO members. 

State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums admit- 
ted there was “Some degree 
of anticipation” in Eastern 
Europe about the Helsinki 
summit. 

But. he told reporters: 
"No one's going to be threa- 
tened by what happens at 
Helsinki. In tact we think 
that if we can work well 
with the Russians it can be a 
summit that produce* a pos- 
itive outcome for Europe, 
for all of Europe. There 
should be no anxiety about 
this." 

Asked if Ms. Albright 
would give Mr. Rosati assu- 
rances on this. Mr. Bums 
said: “Absolutely." 

Deputy Secretary Strobe 
Talbott met Wednesday 
with Eastern European am- 
bassadors. apparently to de- 
liver a similar message. 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov is due in 
Washington Saturday to 
prepare the Helsinki meet- 
ing. 

Recent U.S. and Russian 
statements have suggested 
that progress is being made 
on the charter, which would 
commit the alliance to close 
consultation with Moscow- 
on European security. 

NATO has said it has no 
plans to station nuclear 
weapons on the territory of 
Moscow’s former allies. 
But the Russians also want 
promises that the alliance 
will not move its “infra- 
structure'' to the east. 


Russia signals new flexibility 
at talks on NATO expansion 




inion & Analysis 


Jordan Times 1 1 Jordanian Perspective 


Jordan Times, Saturday, March IS, 1997 


By Dn Musa Keilani 


Ari independent Arab political ilailv poMnhcd it Enjlnb hj the Jor d» Pm Fouatbuoo 
EnaMnhcJ 1*7* 

VA/* 1 V»» ' y 1 j* «rjr *“*• a -— - ■■ «. *. i«ji Wj. ,-C ^ 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 
Editor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 684311, 699634 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Keeping alive peace spirit 

SOME PEOPLE, especially hard-liners in Israel, 
are trying to link the tragic incident in Baqoura to 
the letter His Majesty King Hussein had sent to 
Prime Minister Netanyahu three days earlier. This 
linkage cannot, and should not, be made. Linking 
the words of King Hussein, an architect of the peace 
process whose sacrifices and commitment to peace 
cannot he overemphasised, simply defies logic. 

The truth of the matter is that while the violence 
that His Majesty warned about did happen, and 
more of it can happen, there is no evidence whatso- 
ever to link the heinous crime a Jordanian soldier 
has committed to die words the King used in 
addressing Netanyahu. In fact, given the King’s 
dear and unwavering support for peace, nobody can 
see his words as anything but a call for reinvigorat- 
ing the search for it His Majesty’s letter stemmed 
from his concern for a comprehensive, just and last- 
ing settlement to the Arab-Israeli conflict It was a 
personal letter which Jordan was forced to publish 
after it was leaked to the Israeli press. 

In addressing the speculation about the linkage in 
an interview with the BBC, HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan categorically dismissed it as illogical. “This 
was a crime, and any person who commits such a 
crime is obviously an imbalanced person,” lie said. 
He said in another interview that this crime should 
not be taken out of its inhumane contexts and linked 
to political events that need to be addressed ratio- 
nally and pragmatically. 

At the some time. Prince Hassan stressed that the 
Jordanian army is not politicised. “Our soldiers are 
disciplined,” and are part of an establishment whose 
record is one of honesty and courage, he said. A 
senior Israeli official. Finance Minister Dan 
Meridor, echoed what the King and the Crown 
Prince said: “It is not the Jordanian government 
who opened fire, it is a single person, a vile person. 
This incident should have no bearing on our rela- 
tionship with Jordan.” 

Inhis press conference at the airport, His Majesty 
said that jcecprd. or working towards peace 
speaks for itself. Jordan’s peace treaty with Israel 
hasF represented an attempt to transform the old 
logic of war that dictated actions and positions 
between the two countries into a new logic of peace. 

It is within this new context of peace that the 
Monarch had expressed to the Israeli prime minister 
his disappointment and indignation at recent Israeli 
actions which have been endangering the peace 
process. The King’s letter emphasised peace and not 
violence. It stressed the peaceful resolution of con- 
flict through confidence building measures and dia- 
logue rather than inflammatory unilateral steps. It 
needs to be made clear here that Israel cannot make 
a mockery of peace by speaking its language, yet 
using the old logic of confrontation to express it 

That letter reflected not only the King’s feelings 
but those of all Jordanians. In that sense, it might be 
expedient and profitable for Israeli hard-liners to 
blame the whole of Jordan. But all reasonable peo- 
ple, including many Israelis, realise that the tragic 
killings are as much condemned here and elsewhere 
in the Arab World. And as such the crime, whether 
it is the product of either misdirected motivation or 
a deranged brain, cannot and should not involve 
Arab culpability. 

At this lime of mourning the loss of Innocent lives, 
it may not be appropriate to get into a&yzantine dis- 
cussion of who is the culprit Suffice it to say that as 
Jordan has made an unparalleled effort to (stress and 
reiterate its full commitment to peace, especially at 
this difficult hour, Israel should do likewise and 
meet its own commitments. 

Thus, Israelis, particularly Likudniks and right- 
wingers who wrongly believe that all Arabs intend to 
exterminate all Jews,' that the Israelis must choose 
life or liquidation, must wake up to the reality of 
the world we live in. As one Israeli analyst said 
recently, this is a case of wrongly raising one specif- 
ic incident, an unfortunate attack or killing, like the 
Baqoura shootings, to the level of principle. 

The lesson from the tragic incident is that there is 
no alternative to peace. The loss of life and the con- 
tinuing agony of mafcy in the region should push 
towards one direction: achieving a comprehensive 
peace that give all peoples of the region, dignity, 
hope and security. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 RaT commented on a recent meeting, in 
Bethlehem, of a committee on the displaced Palestinians, 
formed by representatives of Jordan. Palestine, Egypt and 
Israel, and said that its failure to reach any decision is due to 
Israel's unwillingness to recognise the tights of die displaced 
people to repatriation. Mahmoud Rimawi said that the com- 
mittee. formed in implementation of a decision taken at die 
Madrid peace conference to deal with those Palestinians who 
were forced to leave their homes in the 1967 war, is entrusted 
with finding a way to facilitate the repatriation process. It is to 
be noted that the three Arab parties involved In this commit- 
tee are linked with Israel through peace accords and therefore 
it is logical to expect that they would have some kind of influ- 
ence on establishing the Palestinian people's tight to return, 
noted the writer. But unfortunately, the committee ‘s work has 
achieved nothing so far, following six meetings on this impor- 
tant question, because Israel is adamant in its position of 
refusing to allow the Palestinians to return, on the one hand, 
and because there are no clear toms of reference for this com- 
mittee, except the parties themselves, on the other. The writer 
said the only solution to this dilemma lies in Israel’s with- 
drawal from all the territories occupied since the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war which will make the way clear for the displaced to 
return home. 


‘A day I wish I never lived to see’ 


ON THE surface it was the vile act of a mentally unstable 
individual, but its implications and consequences are far 
reaching. Every sane Jordanian is shocked and saddened 
by Thursday’s attack, by a Jordanian soldier, on innocent 
Israeli schoolchildren. There has been never been such an 
attack in the history of Jordan, and many are left to won- 
der what is happening in our society. Not even the hardest 
militant mind could find justification for the attack. It was 
the most heinous crime ever committed on Jordanian soil, 
and it is going to live with us for a very long time to come. 

But it finds ns Jordanians in reversed roles with the 
Israelis; Israel argued that the Australian who set fire to 
Aqsa in 1 968 was mentally unstable, and so were, accord- 
ing to Israel, Ami Popper who killed seven Palestinians in 
Tel Aviv in May 1990 and the soldier who opened fire in 
Hebron's marketplace in January, as well as Baruch 
Goldstein, who massacred 30 Palestinians at Hebron’s 
Ibrahim Mosque in February 1995. 

The family of the Jordanian soldier who attacked the 
Israeli schoolchildren at Baqoura says be is deranged. We 
will have to wait until inquiries reveal the truth. 

But the attack itself has left in its wake serious political 
questions. 

The timing of the a ttack was too much of a coincidence 
to be brushed aside. Everyone knows that the meeting 
between His Majesty King Hussein and U.S. President Bill 


Clinton on Tuesday could prove to be a crucial turning 
point in the peace process. Initial indications that the meet- 
ing was called off or at least delayed as a result of the 
attack seemed to serve the minds of those who did not 
want that encounter to take place. But, as later reports indi- 
cated, the meeting is indeed going ahead and, if anything. 
His Majesty the King would make the point much more 
firmly that the present course of the Middle East peace 
process is in the wrong direction if only because of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s unilateral actions 
that seem to take the Arabs and Palestinians for a ride 
rather than towards the goal of just peace in the region. 

With all respect to the memory of the innocent school- 
children who fell in Baqoura Thursday, the attack itself has 
served to take some pressure off Netanyahu and gave an 
additional boost to his argument that Israelis have strong 
and real security reasons to consider while dealing wife 
the Arabs. By extension, it means that Netanyahu’s rejec- 
tion of returning more West Bank territory to the 
Palestinians is more strengthened; so is his posture in turn- 
ing down any withdrawal from the Golan Heights. 

In sum, if there is any beneficiary from Thursday's 
attack in Baqoura, it is only Israel. We do not know yet 
whether that was the objective of the man who pulled the 
trigger, but we cannot rule it out. 

But one finds little logic and sense in the remarks by 


some Israeli officials that the King's strong criticism of 
Netanyahu could have prompted the attack. Such asser- 
tions are completely misplaced and can only be described 
as oppor t u nistic. They are simply aimed at fishin g in 
murky waters. Those who make such co mment s are deal- 
ing severe blows to efforts to resolve the crisis in the peace 
process and trying to deepen differences between Israel 
and Jordan over the course of the quest for a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the region. Those who might condo- 
ne to do so for whatever reason should also remember that 
if rtwir assertion is, by any stretch of imagin a ti on, right, 
then their criticism of His Majesty could only make firings 
worse. Quite s i m ply , they should remember th a t if the 
King’s criticis m of Israeli policies prompted a Jord anian 
soldier to open fire on Israelis, then one can only imagin e 
file reaction of die entire Jordanian Aimed Forces to any- 
one who criticises the King. So let ns drop the opportunis- 
tic rhetoric and look at the situation at hand with a practi- 
cal eye with a view to resolving the root crisis that the 
region faces today. 

In the mftantimft , oar hea rts and minds go out to the fam- 
ilies of the children massacred at Baqoura. We wish we 
could somehow turn the dock back. 

IBs Majesty was speaking for the entire Jordanian fami- 
ly when he said Thursday: “This is a day I wish I never 
lived to see.” 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Just and lasting peace only can 
guarantee stability in the region 


REVIEWED BY 

ELIA NASRALLAH 

THE ATTACK on a group 
of Israeli schoolgirls in 
Baqoura and the dead- 
locked Middle East peace 
process, resulting from 
Israel’s decision to build 
Jewish settlements, 

acquired prominence in the 
local daily papers, as did 
domestic issues. 

While condemning the 
shooting on the Israeli girls 
Thursday, A1 Ra‘i Arabic 
daily said that it is because 
of lack of a just and lasting 
peace and the persistence 
of tension that an atmos- 
phere of hatred and hostili- 
ty is created in the region. 

In condemning this evil 
act, said the paper, one 
recalls the killing of inno- 
cent worshippers at a 
mosque in Hebron and the 
other unjustified killings of 
innocent Palestinians over 
the past years of occupa- 
tion. 

The paper said what 
pains ns is that the attacker 
is a soldier in the Jordanian 
Armed Forces, charac- 
terised by high morals and 
excellent behaviour in war 
and peace. 

The paper said, that no 
one can predict the conse- 
quences of continued 
provocations, violence and 
aggression. 

The killing of seven 
schoolgirls and the. injury 
of six others should give 
thei parties to the Middle 
East peace process a good 
lesson that only a durable 
and just peace can ensure 
security for all sides, said a 


columnist for A1 Ra’i. 

Writing under the pen 
name Meem, the columnist 
said that Jordan has repeat- 
edly condemned and 
worked against terrorism 
of all forms and has 
proved, by deed rather 
than word, that it is com- 
mitted to the peace process 
and working toward- 
sachieving a comprehen- 
sive settlement on all 
tracks. 

But, he said, foe contin- 
ued occupation, the acts of 
terrorism committed by 
Israel against the 
Palestinians and the illegal 
settlements being built on 
Arab lands should be 
b lame d for the emergence 
of any acts of tension and 
violence in our region. 

The concerned parties 
should fake a lesson from 
these events and the 
Israelis in particular should 
end their obstinate stand 
and embark on working for 
genuine and lasting peace. 

A1 Dustour daily said in . 
an editorial that all acts of 
crime and aggression are 
condemned as crimes, 
against humanity, especial-, 
ly as the killings on 
Thursday were committed 
against innocent children. 

It is to be regretted, said 
the paper, that the killings 
came at the hands of one of 
the Jordanian soldiers who 
are known for their 
national record of bravery, 
excellent cobduct in peace 
and war and for their strict 
discipline. \| 

At the same time, said 
the paper, one should point 
to the fact that Israeli sol- 


diers have been commit- 
ting more evil acts, killing 
worshippers in the 
Ibrahimi Mosque in 
Hebron and opening fire 
on school children and 
workers in Palestine. 

The paper said that the 
■killing of innocent people 
is a dastard crime which 
can end only when a last- 
ing and just peace has been 
established in this region. 

A writer for AI Aswaq 
daily decried the stand of 
Arab countries vis-h-vis 
the continued Israeli 
aggression and continued 
construction of Jewish set- 
tlements on Arab lands in 
Palestine. 

Rashid Hassan recalled 
that Arab leaders, at their 
summit in Cairo, had 
expressed readiness to take 
joint action against the 
Israeli criminal actions and 
illegal practices, but, be 
said, faced with Israel’s 
judaisation of the Arab city 
of Jerusalem, these leaders 
seem to have retreated 
from their declared stand 
and calls for holding 
another summit to discuss 
the situation at hand seem 
to have fallen on deaf ears. 

The Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy has 
truly described die Arabs 
leaders as only capable of 
issuing statements of con- 
demnation and not of tak- 
ing any meaningful action 
against aggression, said 
toe ' writer. \ 

One cannot expect any 
positive action on the part 
of the Arab countries 
towards regaining their 
rights, said the writer, i 


addin g that their weakness 
can only encourage Israel 
to commit further , atroci- 
ties. 

Criticising the United 
States for vetoing a U.N. 
Security Council resolu- 
tion that would have con- 
demned Israel’s building 
of settlements. 

Mohammed Kawash, a 
writer for Al Dustour, said 
that pretending to be 
against settlements, 

Washington tends to 
encourage Israel in its ille- 
gal actions rather than 
exercise pressure on it to 
halt these measures. This is 
a doable-standard policy 
which can by no means 
help end die conflict in this 
region but rather escalate 
tension and encourage the 
Israelis to commit further 
violations of international 
roles, be said. 

The writer said 
Washington can by no 
means take a neutral stand 
in the Arab-Israeli conflict 
because of the great influ- 
ence exercised on. the 
U.S. Congress and the 
White House by the 
Zionist lobby in the United 
States. 

He said that if the U.S. 
continues to encourage 
Israel to commit such acts, 
one can only predict fur- 
ther acts of violence in die 
Middle East. 

A writer for Al Aswaq 
delved on the questions of 
poverty and unemploy- 
ment in Jordan and said 
that even thongMeconomic 
progress in a number of 
fields has been achieved, it 
seems to have done noth- 


ing for alleviating unem- 
ployment and poverty. 

Mohammad Ramahi said 
that unemployment has 
been reduced to 13 per 
cent, but this is a high rate 
for Jordan, a country 
which continues to give 
employment to non- 
Jordanians and fails to cur- 
tail their numbers. No 
doubt die government 
realises the danger of these 
two problems and for this 
reason it has recently 
declared plans for imple- 
menting what it called a 
package of measures to 
secure a social -security- 
net. said the writer. . : ..... 

But, he said, without ter- 
minating the presence, of 
non- Jordanian workers in 
the Kingdom and without 
new investments that can 
create income-generating 
projects, these two issues 
are bound to continue irk- 
ing the Jordanian society. 

Al Dnstour daily urged 
the government to intro- 
duce a new, more just and 
more acceptable election 
law as part of its ongoing 
efforts to cany out reforms 
in the public administra- 
tion system. 

The paper said a modem 
election law is needed 
ahead of the expected gen- 
eral elections in the sum- 
mer, and new rules, 
empowering the judiciary 
to supervise die voting and 
toe counting of votes to 
ensure fair and free elec- 
tions are necessary. 

The faper called on the 
prime minister to recom- 
mend to IBs Majesty the 
King thdt a national com- 


mittee, representing all 
political shades and fac- 
tions, be formed to help the 
government and parlia- 
ment draw up this modem 
election law, dressing that 
this measure is one of the 
priority measures to be 
taken within the reform 
programmes. 

King Hussein's recent 
remarks that parliament 
members be not allowed to 
serve as ministers as well 
is expected to bring about 
a profound change in the 
political and social sys- 
tems in the country, said 
Mo hammad Kbaxronb, a 
rwriteefor Al Ra!L . 

No. more will -the prime 
■ minivers ensure support 
for their policies with the 
help of deputies who are 
members of tire cabinet, 
said ibe writer who pre- 
dicted that the coming 
prime ministers will be 
faring a real opposition to 
their plans in parliament. 

Describing the separa- 
tion of powers as an 
important step towards 
introducing reforms, the 
■writer said no more will 
die public witness minis- 
ters acting in a way that 
could be interpreted as pan 
of their election campaigns 
to win the electorate votes 
in the general elections. - 

It is true, said the writer, 
that the prime minister has 
succeeded in winning the 
backing of parliament for 
his pr og ra mmes and 
views, but it is also true 
that parliament’s foie has 
been greatly marginalised 
1 in matters of great impor- 
1 tance to the nation. 


Yes, all children deserve love 

To toe Editon 

I HAVE read with consideration Maria Saudi’s letter “All 
children need care” (The Jordan Times, March II, 1997) 
and would really like to thank her for her kind feelings and 
dedication which are highly appreciated. 1 do agree with 
her that all children need care, but I believe that they need 
love and dedication which cannot be implanted in the 
hearts of others since one is born with these are attributes. 

It is true that orphaned handicapped children were 
moved from Al Hussein Social Welfare Institute to other 
centres like "The Jerash Rehabilitation Centre,” where 
they get care and rehabilitation. 

The director of this centre was not boasting when he said 
that for each patient toe government spends a monthly 
amount of JD 250. 

Moreover, the handicapped at the centre suffer from 
severe and multiple disabilities and they get accommoda- 
tion, care and medication there. 

How many countries in the world do provide their hand- 
icapped with such assistance? 

The minister visited the centre, spent a whole day 
inspecting every comer of it and initialed immediate 
action to correct any mistakes al the centre so as to bring 
it up to an acceptable standard. 

Yet what is lacking at this centre as well as at some 
other centres, is the awareness of the emotional and psy- 
chological needs of the handicapped on toe part of the 
staff. 

Moreover, we lack qualified social workers and special- 
ists in the care of toe handicapped. 

When we do succeed in recruiting some, they are unable 
to adjust to toe work and leave after a day or two. But we 
are still working to recruit better staff. 

The big issue is that we have been unable to attract vol- 
unteers with dedicated, humane feelings who could help 
the orphaned, handicapped or elderly the way Ms. Saudi 
has been doing with handicapped orphans. 



At toe Ministry of Social Development, we are aware 
that she still cares for an orphaned handicapped girl at one 
of the centres until now. We know that she takes her home 
to Spend time with her and we do respect and appreciate 
this initiative. 

We hope to have more volunteers with warm, humane 
feelings and dedication to work with such underprivileged 
human beings. 


Public Relations 
Ministry of Social Development, 
Amman. 

Asking for respect 

To the Editor 

ON MARCH 9 1 called Marka Airport to inquire about the 
time of arrival of a Royal Wings flight coming from 
Nuweibeh, Egypt. The first time toe operator put me on 
hold and forgot all about me. The second time I dialled, 
the same operator transferred me to toe Maintenan ce 
Department which, understandably, could not help me. 
The third time I asked toe operator why be did not trans- 
fer me to the right section since it is his job to do so. His 
answer was: "Thai is not true, I have transferred you to 
toe Royal Wings, and you are lying ” 

I told the esteemed civil servant, whose salary comes 
from toe fax payers, that since he is an operator, he needs 
to work on his rough manners and the way be deals with 
the public. I also told him that 1 was going to report his 
behaviour to his boss. At that instance, he swore at me 
saying: “Yulan abuki wa abu yli bedfld tishkini uJo,” 
(Damn your father, and damn toe father of the one you are 
going to report me to!) 

This is noc a creation of my imagination. It happened to 


me on Sunday, at 4:30 pjn. 

I do think it is high time we looked intently into evalu- 
ating the performance of people who have the responsi- 
bility of representing the public sector. Since we are talk- 
ing about change and a new spirit, it is high time that dif- 
ferent governmental agencies appraised their employees’ 
performance and ability to serve — yes serve — toe pub- 
lic. Perhaps if they were keen on the concept that their job 
security depends quite significantly on the quality of the 
service they offer to the public, they might think twice 
before insulting citizens. 

One final word: in spite of the fact that I cherish the 
memory of my dead father, I am not going to ask for blood 
money, as would be my right in some of the medieval tra- 
ditions that still unfortunately abound in our society. I am 
just asking for some sense of decency and a modicum of 
respect 

Mnna Al Shared 
Amman. 

Right to live? 

To the Editon 

HAVING F&EAD the letter Tor. half's dinar-more” 
(Jordan Tim es, March 2, 1997), I would like to point out 
that anywhere in the world (except in Jordan), any taxi 
driver charges a “minimum start charge” about the 
equivalent of JD 1 and often much more than thar , ft j§ 
easy, then, to realise how much a taxi fare from point to 
point costs outside Jordan. 

Maybe that particular taxi driver was rude, but one 
should be humane and understanding and admit that 
when he asked for a dinar “to live” too his request was not 
unreasonable. 

N. S. Khoury, 
Space Tourism and TYavel, 
Amman. 
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, Tell Abu Al Kharaz: Understanding 

i 

early urbanism in the north Jordan Valley 


% 



Dr. Fischer stands on the remains of the Early Bronze I wall, and points to the much larger Early Bronze H wall 


By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

A SWEDISH team from the 
University of Goteborg has 
conducted a seventh season 
of excavations at Tell Abu Al 
Klaraz, in the north Jordan 
ViCey, resulting in new infor- 
jjiatmn on die indigenous cul- 
ture in the Bronze and Iron 
Ages and die discovery of a 
monumental building on (he 

summi t of die she. The team, 

• ^-gttded by Dr. Peter Fischer, 
of the university’s classical 
studies department, has pre- 
viously uncovered substantial 
urban remains from three dis- 
tinct periods — the Early and 
Late Bronze Ages and the 
Iron Age — spanning the 
rime period from approxi- 
mately 3400- 600 BC. 

TeD Abu Al Kharaz 
(“Mound of the Father of 
Beads 7 ') flourished in antiqui- 
ty primarily because of its 
strategic location in a rich 
natural environment Sited 
□ear plentiful water from the 
adjacent Wadi Yabis and 
bountiful woodlands in its 
eastern hills, it occupies die 
flat top of a large natural hill 
with steep slopes that were 
easy to defend. The 60-metre- 
high hill with accumulated 
debris from ancient towns is 
partly natural. The site's 
height and position provide 
for a panoramic view of the 
north Jordan Valley; on a 
clear day, from the site one 
can see the hills of Nazareth 
?ad the area around Tell Al 
jX’ifiyeh. Due to its strategic 
position, in ancient times the 
rite controlled the main road 
through the Jordan Valley and 
the secondary road along the 
Wadi Yabis to the highlands 
to the east. The rulers of the 
ancient city may have 
claimed tribute or tax from 
passing caravans. 

The earliest known settle- 
ment at the site dates from the 
Early Bronze Age IB (around 
3400-3200 BC, according to 
Dr. Fischer’s Carton 14 dat- 
ing of remains found at the 
rite). The one-month season 
in 1996 revealed scanty 
domestic remains and waste, 
situated directly above 
bedrock. The cumulative evi- 
dence from seven seasons of 
digging now indicates that 
already in the EBIB period 
the settlement may have been 
a walled town. Its material 
goods included imported 
Egyptian pottery — the first 
of its kind ever found in fee 
east or west banks of fee val- 
ley from this period. 

During the EBB period (c. 
3150-2800 BC), fee seole- 
tpent at Tell Abu Al Kharaz 
was protected by a massive 
city wall. Its stone founda- 
tions measured 3-5 metres 


wide and at least four metres 
high, meaning the mud brick 
wall above ground probably 
rose another 3 or 4 metres 
high. This is thought to be the 
only excavated wall of its 
kind from fee EBB period in 
Jordan, and maybe in all of 
Palestine as well. 

Numerous test trenches 
have revealed parts of the 
EBB town, which covered an 
area of 3-4 hectares. Inside 
tiie town were houses marfe 
of mud brick walls on stone 
foundations. The 1996 exca- 
vation uncovered more 
rooms, including bne that 
was undisturbed by settle- 
ments in later periods. It mea- 
sures some four metres on 
each side, wife walls made of 
mud bricks resting on stone 
foundations, and still pre- 
served to a height of 1.5 
metres. 

The town’s inhabitants 
were quite well off, to judge 
by their pottery, jewellery, 
beads, shells, mace heads, 
pins and metal weapons made 
of a copper alloy and the 
large amount of stored grain 
found in the ruins. EBB mate- 
rial cultural remains also 
include “Abydos ware" (pot- 
tery produced in northern 
Palestine and exported to 
Egypt, now named metallic 
burnished ware by Dr. Fisch- 
er), and man y large, complete 
storage jars measuring a 
metre high. About a cubic 
metre of grain was recovered 
from some of the storage jars, 
including acom and different 
types of barley, along wife 
dried figs, raisins and 
legumes. 

Also recovered last season 
were a mace head, a unique 
sickle of wood wife attached 
flin t blades, an animal fig- 
urine depicting a long, tailed 
creature, and a line of nine 
spindle whorls made of basalt 
and limestone; these fen from 
a loom during a fire, 'and the 
loom remains, from circa 
3200-3100 BC, are fee oldest 
ever discovered in Pales- 
tine/Jordan. Many bronze, 
stone and bone tools were 
found, including an awl and a 
knife. 

After fee EBB town, fee 
rite appears to have been 
abandoned for a very long 
time — about 1300 years. 
This long break, from o2800 
to 1500 BC is surprising 
because nearby rites such as 
Pella and Tell Deir Alla have 
substantial town remains 
from this time, especially 
from fee Middle Bronze peri- 
od. The 1996 work failed to 
turn up evidence of any Mid- 
dle Bronze age remains other 
than some tr ansi tional mater- 
ial from the late Middle 
Bronze or early Late Bronze 
Age. 


The next known occupation 
phase at fee site was in fee 
Late Bronze I period, starting 
around 1550 BC — this was 
contemporaneous wife fee 
first ruler of fee 18th Dynasty 
in Egypt, Ahmose, who 
expelled the Asiatic Hyksos 
people from Egypt The town 
had become smaller since fee 
Early Bronze Age, and fee 
city wall changed from a 
solid, massive structure into a 
casemate wall (two parallel 
stone walls with side walls in 
between them forming rooms 
within fee wall). Some mud 


and the Jewish state. 

“I am convinced feat it 
was an isolated act commit- 
ted by a bastard and I am 
convinced that it will not 
affect the relations between 
our two countries,” Mr. 
Weizman said. 

Mr Weizman paid tribute 
to King Hussein for his 
condemnation of the attack 
on fee school. 

“The King, who interrupt- 
ed a trip abroad after this 
killing, has done the 
impossible to disassociate 
his ’country from such an 
act,” he said on Israel 
Radio. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton condemned the shoot- 
ing as “inexcusable and 
tragic” but said there was 
no evidence the killings 
were politically motivated 
and appealed for calm in 
the region. 

“Today along the normal- 
ly peaceful border between 
Israel and Jordan we have 
seen an inexcusable and 
tragic act of violence 
against schoolchildren. I 
condemn this act in the 
strongest possible terms,” 
Mr. Clinton said. 

“There is no evidence at 
this moment that this terri- 
ble incident is related to the 
tensions in the area over the 
issues ” he said as he left 
fee White House for a visit 
to North Carolina. 

“Far all we know this 
may have been just a 
deranged person,” be said. 
“We have no reason to 
believe this was politically 


brick sections of the dty wall 
“still stand on their stone foun- 
dations. Last year’s work 
revealed scanty LB architec- 
ture next to fee casemate 
wall, comprising parts of _a 
domestic structure (living arid 
storage rooms and a circular 
grain sflo measuring one 
metre deep and 13 metres in 
diameter). 

Previous seasons had 
revealed a Late Bronze Age 
industrial complex compris- 
ing four tawabeen (clay 
ovens) and a small, 5x6- 
metre temple wife many clay 


motivated by any larger 
group or anything. We just 
don’t know that.” 

A White House spokes- 
woman said Mr. Clinton 
spoke to Mr. Netanyahu 
from Air Force One for 10 
minutes to convey bis con- 
dolences over the killings. 

Mr. Clinton said no one 
should jump to any concln- 
sions about tire shooting 
“given King Hussein and 
Jordan's long record of 
reaching for peace and rec- 
onciliation,” and he urged 
leaders in the region to 
redouble their efforts for 
peace. 

“The leaders in the region 
must work hard to calm the 
situation, to do everything 
in their power to create an 
atmosphere in which vio- 
lence is rejected rather than 
embraced. We call on the 
leaders ... to reject violence, 
to redouble their efforts 
toward peace and reconcili- 
ation," he said. 

Defence Secretary 
William Cohen, travelling 
with Mr. Clinton to North 
Carolina, suggested that the 
killin gs might generate fur- 
ther resistance to the peace 
process within Israel. 

“When something like 
this occurs it’s going to cre- 
ate even more opposition 
within the state of Israel in 
terms of moving forward,” 
Mr. Cohen said, adding: “I 
think it'U be a temporary 
setback but we will proceed 
along fee path of peace ” 


pots lying in their original 
place on an ancient altar 
(dated to just after 1400 BC). 

Small finds from this peri- 
od include excellently manu- 
factured and very well pre- 
served pottery (chocolate-on- 
white and burnished 
bichrome) that parallels pot- 
tery found in Palestine. Spec- 
trographic analyses of fee 
clay reveal that these vessels 
were produced in fee Jordan 
Valley, rather than elsewhere, 
as previously thought One of 
the most interesting discover- 
ies of the 1996 season was a 


(Continued from page 1) 

Asked whether the attack will 
3ffbct fee peace process, be said 
there have been ups and downs in 
the process for some period of 
time. But be said the world and 
fee people on both sides want the 
peace. He expressed hope that the 
two sides will maintain their con- 
tacts on the basis of the peace 
treaty. 

In an interview wife CNN on 
Thursday. Prince Hassan was 
asked about his contacts with 
Israel over the incident 

He said feat following fee inci- 
dent be met wife Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai and 
IBs Majesty King Hussein talked 
to Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and that the Israelis 
and the Jordanians are cooperat- 
ing and in fact Jordanian blood 
donors were coming forward to 
donate blood to the victims and 
tins was a show of concern and 
goodwill. 

He said the interroga ti on and 
investigation was on going. “We 
have no indication of any outside 
connection or any political moti- 
vation.” 

Responding 10 a question on 
the letter which the King sent to 
Mr Netanyahu, Prince Hassan 
said: ‘The letter was intended to 
express our concern for peace and 
to invite him for further discus- 
sion. but with all due respect to 
the media I think it was irs leak 
which led to publication—. His 
Majesty, everyone knows, is an 
architect of the peace process. 

“We will continue to do whai 


cache of unfired pottery and a 
potter’s wheel, proving that 
pottery, and very likely 
chocolate-on-white ware, 
was produced at Tell Abu Al 
Kharaz during fee Late 
Bronze I period. A beautiful 
little stamp seal made of 
white alabaster carries the 
design of two antelopes lean- 
ing against a tree. A bole in it 
suggests it was worn like a 
necklace and used as a per- 
sonal seal. These Late Bronze 
Age 1 remains may represent 
the first of their kind found in 
the Jordan Valley. 


we have tried to do over many 
years to maintain security on the 
borders and we have to continue 
to defuse tension feat might 
exist,” said fee Prince in another 
interview. 

He sad: “Unless we engage in 
consultations and move through 
this crisis it would be very diffi- 
cult to continue to serve the peace 
honestly and fully but we are cer- 
tainly going to do our share.” 

In response to a question on 
InT Tfanian -P alftstiman coordina- 
tion. Prince Hassan stressed Jor- 
dan’s full support for Palestinian 
rights and vciced total rejection 
of the Israeli policy to change 
the facts on the ground in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

The Crown Prince praised Jor- 
danian-Palestmian coordination, 
saying that it was a must in the 
present circumstances noting dial 
future Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions will be determined in due 
course. 

The Crown Prince said Jordan 
was the Arab lung of Palestine, 
and called for lifting restrictions 
imposed by Israel on the Palestin- 
ian economy, which, he said, 
depends 70 per cent on fee Israeli 
economy. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan will 
continue to play its role in sup- 
porting Arab rights and fee 
peace process. 

Prince Hassan said all Jordani- 
ans. even the staunchest oppo- 
nents of the peace treaty, con- 
demn fee killing of children and 
civilians, “for this is fee Arab and 
Islamic traditions and values." 

Crown Prince Hassan stressed 


The next major town at Tell 
Abu Al Kharaz dates from the 
Iron Age. when fee people’s 

economic status seems to 

have declined somewhat. The 
Iron Age city wall was partly 
uncovered last season, while 
architectural remains include 
towers and well built houses. 
More domestic pottery and 
tools used for daily life were 
excavated last year. Previous 
seasons had shown feat the 
Iron Age inhabitants of the 
site imported goods from the 
eastern Mediterranean 

region. 

Substantial summit 
budding 

On the s ummi t of the tell. 
Dr. Fischer bad previously 
observed traces of a large 
building and collected sur- 
face pottery from more recent 
periods: fee Hellenistic, 

Roman, Byzantine and Islam- 
ic periods. The latest excava- 
tion on fee summi t revealed 
parts of a large and impres- 
sive building, measuring 9.5 
metres norfe/soufe and at 
least 10.5 metres east/west It 
had a solid stone foundation 
of well fitting ashlar blocks, 
and the entire building was 
covered with a white lime 
mortar. The massive walls 
are 1.5 metres thick. The two 
rooms exposed in 1996 have 
no entrances, suggesting feat 
they were basement rooms 
entered through ladders. 

Dr. Fisher told fee Jordan 
Times in a recent interview 
feat there is not enough evi- 
dence yet to date the building 
or designate its function. Two 
possibilities are feat it served 
as a palace or for fortification 
purposes. 

The ashlar construction 
technique was used in fee 
region from fee Bronze 
Age to Roman times, and the 
pottery inside the rooms is 
almost exclusively from fee 
Iron I/B period (fee early cen- 
turies of fee 1st millennium 
BC). An ostracon in one of 
fee rooms has an inscription 
in Aramaic, resembling the 
longer texts from Tell Deir 
Alla in fee central Jordan Val- 
ley. The pottery and script 
suggest a likely Iron Age date 
for the complex. The pottery 
outside the building dates 
mainly from fee T-ata Roman 
period, probably indicating a 
later re-use of the building. 
Further excavations will help 
to date the building more pre- 
cisely. 

The material well-being 
and duration of fee Bronze 
and Iron Age towns at Tell 
Abu Al Kharaz speak much 
about ancient wealth in Jor- 
danian urbanism. This wealth 
reflected extensive trading in 
fee east Mediterranean 


the need for overcoming all 
obstacles feeing the Middle East 
peace process, to achieve peace 
for all the Arab and Israeli people 
who believe in peace. 

In an interview with Radio 
Israel, the Crown Prince said con- 
flict in the region is not only 
between fee Arabs and Israel 
but also between those who 
believe in peace, justice and 
human dignity and those who do 
not in both the Arab and Israeli 
camps. 

Prince Hassan stressed fee need 
for addressing such delicate 
issues as Jer usalem and refugees 
propedy and dealing wife them in 
a responsible manner. 

Prince Hassan called for inten- 
sifying efforts to achieve a just, 
comprehensive and lasting peace 
which can .ensure the rights and 
dignity of all fee parties con- 
cerned 

Hie establishment of a just and 
lasting peace is essential for pre- 
venting fee recurrence of criminal 
acts, the Crown Prince said. 

Prince Hassan expressed deep 
sorrow and pain for Thursday’s 
crime in the North Jordan Valley, 
which claimed fee lives of seven 
Israeli girls and left others 
wounded. 

“Neither our norms nor our 
conscience condones such a 
crime.” be said and expressed his 
heartfelt condolences, and those 
of all Jordanians who believe in 
peace to the Israeli people and to 
the bereaved families. 

“Jordan is concerned aboui die 
safety of each visitor and each 
guesL and all Jordanians con- 


region. but was built on a 
solid foundation %ii local apt 
culture and caiiie-breediug. 
Wheat, sheep and goat 
framed die backbone of fee 
economy in fee Bronze Age, 
while in fee Iron Age cattle 
became relatively more 
important and cereals less 
important. In both periods, 
fee residents used barley, 
wheat, lentil, broad beans, 
flax, fig, olive and grape. 
Animal remains found at fee 
site included those of sheep, 
goat, cattle, pig. deer, gazelle, 
dog. rodents, cat, fox. brown 
bear and hippopotamus. 

Surplus grain produced in 
fee Jordan Valley financed 
imported goods from Egypt, 
Cyprus, Syria and Greece. 
Why the town became small- 
er over time re main s to be 
determined. It could be due to 
climatic changes, degradation 
of local soil or water 
resources, or deteriorating 
political conditions. 

Scholars continue to debate 
the ancient identification of 
Tell Abu Al Kharaz; two 
commonly suggested identi- 
fications are wife the biblical 
cities of Jabesh-Gilead, 
though the nearby Tell 
Maqlub may also contain the 
remains of this ancient town. 

The excavators and the 
Department of Antiquities 
have started to consolidate 
some of the exposed ancient 
walls, especially the impor- 
tant Early Bronze city wall 
and the I -a te Bronze casemate 
defence system. Walls were 
carefully cleaned and consol- 
idated with a mixture of local 
sand, lime and white cement 
that was softer than the origi- 
nal limestone wife which the 
original walls were built. 
Such reconstruction pre- 
serves important historical 
structures and also enriches 
fee touristic potential of the 
region. 

The excavations at Tell Abu 
Al Kharaz have been 
financed primarily by the 
Swedish government via the 
former Swedish Board for 
Investment and Technical 
Support (now SIDA), and 
staff and logistical support 
has also been given by fee 
Jordanian Department of 
Antiquities and Yarmouk 
University (represented by 
Dr. Zeidan Kafafi). The dig is 
affiliated with Goteborg Uni- 
versity in Sweden and has 
received assistance in 
Amman from the American 
Center for Oriental Research. 
The Swedish Academy will 
contribute to fee next sea- 
son’s excavation. 


demn this incident because 
nobody accepts or condones 
atrack* against children and civil- 
ians.’’ the Crown Prince said in 
answer to a question. 

Prince Hassan stressed what 
King Hussein said Thursday at a 
press conference at Amman air- 
port upon his arrival from 
Madrid after cutting short his 
visit to Spain that fee attack was 
alien to fee Jordanian people's 
manners and traditions. 

Prince Hassan said the Jordan- 
ian Armed Forces’ record was 
one of honour and courage in 
tiroes of war as well as peace. 

Prince Hassan said the perpe- 
trator of Thursday’s crime bears 
fee direct responsibility for his 
crime. The Crown Prince stressed 
Jordan’s principled stand which 
condemns all kinds of terrorism. 

Prince Hassan said tins isolat- 
ed incident does not reflea Jor- 
dan’s official policy, nonhe man- 
ners of die Jor danian Armed 
Forces. 

Tt cannot be said that this iso- 
lated incident reflects Jordan’s 
official policy, nor the mannas 
of fee Jordanian army, just as it 
cannot be said feat crimes com- 
mitted by Isaeli soldiers reflea 
fee official Israeli policy nor the 
institution they are working for,” 
he said. 

Prince Hassan said dealing wife 
immediate and daily issues, 
should not preclude fee realisa- 
tion of fee basic and strategic goal 
of achieving a comprehensive, 
just and lasting peace in accor- 
dance wife fee basic principles of 
Madrid peace conference. 


King to visit families 


(Continued from page 1) 

defence minister, is to 
supervise tire work of a Jor- 
danian military commission 
urgently sent to investigate 
tire incident, they said. 

Crown Prince Hassan and 
Mr. Kahari ri went to the site 
of the shooting and to 'a 
hospital in the town -of 
Shuna where the wounded 
Israelis were taken. 

Following is an official 
Royal Palace statement 
issued from Madrid, on 
•Thursday, where the King 
•was visiting before cutting 
short his trip: 

“Has Majesty King Hus- 
sein made a telephone call 
this morning to President 
Weizman. the president of 
fee state of Israel. His 
Majesty expressed his feel- 
ings of shock, pain and 
•anger at fee murder com- 
mitted earlier this morning 
on Jordanian territory 
which resulted in the death 
of a number of innocent 
and unarmed Israeli guests 
to Jordan, most of whom 
were children students. 

“His Majesty emphasised 
in this telephone conversa- 
tion thru be considers those 
treacherous ballets to have 
been directed against him 
and his sons and daughters 
in his own home, fee home 
f of all Jordanians, as well as 

fee military honour of those 
who bear arms in fee Jor- 
danian Aimed Forces. 


“His Majesty has decided 
to delay his visit to the U.S. 
and to return immediately 
to Amman.” 

The King told journalists 
in Madrid that he did not 
think it was his strong mes- 
sage to Mr. Netanyahu and 
comments in a CNN inter- 
view as well as an Egyptian 
magazine warning of vio- 
lence were behind the 
attack. 

“It was folly in my 
responsibility to warn that 
we have come too far,” he 
said of the letter to Mr 
Netanyahu. 

The King said be had 
never thought his words 
would be taken that way. 
And that he felt the peace 
he had worked for his 
whole life. 

King Hussein said he was 
angered by fee killings and 
expressed his “sorrow at 
fee tragic loss of life of the 
innocent” 

“The attack placed oar 
country in a difficult place 
— for me, my children, the 
people of Jordan and the 
Jordan army,” said the 
King. “We should never let 
a minority of extremists 
dictate their agenda on us. 
The peace process is facing 
a difficult momenL m do 
everything I can to leave 
behind us peace ” 

president Weizman said 
on Friday be was confident 
fee attack would not harm 
relations between Jordan 


Attack an isolated incident and does not reflect Jordan's policy 








Shair stresses need to reverse 
‘traditional way’ of attracting investors 

Major Swiss bank to offer its clients 
investment in eight Jordanian firms 


By Ghalia Alul 

S,"i i hi i />» (hr Jordan Time* 

AMMAN — The Union 
Rank SuiiA.Tl.ind i.UBS) 
lu% identified eight Jordan- 
ian companies as potential 
firms fur foreign invest- 
ments. ucctuJing it> 
Amman Financial Market 
i AF M i Director General 
Wahib Shair. 

Mr. Shair mid l he Jordan 
Time* Tliui '(Jay (hut the 
LBS \\ ill hold a conference 
in lorn Ion oil May 15 in an 
el fori to promote the eight 
■.omp.uiics among K) of 
UBS client* who represent 
imedinent institutions in 
Lnt'i *pe. 

Mr. Shair .idded that (he 
companies, in which (he 
gut eminent holds large 
stakes, include (he Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company, 
the Arab Potash Company, 
the .Ionian Cement Facto- 
ries Company, the Dar Al 
Daw a* De\ciopment and 
Imcstmcni Company, the 
Housing Bank, the Jordan 
National Bank, the National 
Electricity Company and 


Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Company. 

He said the conference 
will discuss the general 
activities and performance 
of these companies, which 

arc currently being studied 
by UBS analysts. 

A senior Jordanian gov- 
ernment official is expected 
to undid the conference 
and confirm Jordan's com- 
mitment to the economic 
reform programme which 
was started in l**SW. said 
Mr. Shair. 

“I'm happy ro say that I 
have agreed with Adel 
Quda. head of the privatisa- 
tion technical unit to coor- 
dinate efforts to ensure the 
highest degree of success 
for this conference." assert- 
ed Mr. Shair. 

He told the Jordan Times 
(hat a UBS delegation was 
in Jordan on a two-day \ isit 
to prepare for the confer- 
ence. adding that the dele- 
gation also met with several 
Jordanian ministers and 
officials. 

This visit "confirms their 
seriousness in pursuing the 


proposed event." Mr. Shair 
said. 

Mr. Shair reviewed the 
investment climate in Jor- 
dan and said that during the 
past 12 years the country 
has been able to attract an 
increased number of for- 
eign investors, who at pre- 
sent total 62 investors. - 

Although non-Arab 
investments in Jordanian 
stocks represent two per 
cent of the market, they 
account between seven per 
cent to eight per cent of the 
volume of trading, said Mr. 
Shair. 

“This means that active 
investors (non-Jordanians) 
review their portfolios, a 
behaviour different from 
that of Jordanian investors 
who buy stocks and keep 
them." Mr. Shair explained. 

In this regard. Mr. Shair 
indicated, the AFM is con- 
ducting a study to analyse 
the investment behaviour 
pattern of Jordanians and 
non-Jordanians alike. 

The study should be a 
tool for Jordanians to man- 
age their share portfolios. 


he added. 

He noted that in 1993. 
Jordan missed many invest- 
ment opportunities as for- 
eign investors were 
required to obtain a prior 
approval for investment 
from the Prime Ministry. 

“This procedure discour- 
aged investors as the min- 
istry was slow in processing 
applications.” Mr. Shair 
added. 

“But. with changes in the 
law brought about by the 
Middle East and North 
.Africa economic summit 
(MENA), the need for prior 
approval from the Prime 
Ministry was cancelled," he 
said. 

He stressed the impor- 
tance of reversing “the tra- 
ditional way" of attracting 
foreign investments, to a 
new approach of “meeting 
investors, showing them we 
are interested, listening to 
their views and communi- 
cating their ideas to the 
government.” Mr. Shair 
said. 


Palestinian firms aim to enter 
Gulf market with Jerusalem ‘97 


Japan’s current account surplus down 30.9 per cent 


TOKYO iAFP» — Japan's 
current account surplus 
dropped by nearly une-third 
in dragged down by 

higher crude oil prices and 
the largest services deficit 
in more than a decade, the 
finance ministry has said. 

The ministry said the sur- 
plus. measuring the flow of 
goods and services as well 
as invest mem income and 
other monetary transfers, 
shrank 30.° per cent from a 
year earlier to 7.IS0.6 bil- 
lion veil ($59 billion » in 

A ministry official said 
the strong rise in crude oil 
imports accounted for pan 
of the decline in the current 
account surplus, with the 
rising services deficit 
.mother key factor. 

The services deficit grew 
25.7 per cent from the pre- 
i tons year to ri.77f> billion 
yen. the largest deficit since 
l ,, S5. with the capital and 
financial accounts .showing 
.in oiiillutt of 3.223.1 bil- 
lion yen. down 4S.h per 


cent. 

Crude oil imports rose 
29.2 per cent in value 
terms, reflecting higher oil 
prices, which rose 13.1 per 
cent year-on-year, the min- 
istry said. 

Imports of office equip- 
ment such as personal com- 
puters. mainly from the 
United States, continued to 
grow, rising 3S.3 per cent 
by value year-on-year, the 
ministry said. 

Japan's auto exports rose 
for the first time since 
1992. up 10.7 per cent in 
value terms year on year. 
Auto exports recorded a 
double-digit fall each year 
between 1992 and 1995. the 
ministry said. 

In volume terms, auto 
exports rose for the first 
time since 1990. when 
exports were steady. 

Exports of office equip- 
ment reflected the rise of 
personal computer exports, 
which rose 10.4 per cent in 
\alue terms, the ministry 
said, although expons of 


audio equipment fell 14.5 
per cent, reflecting the shift 
of production offshore. 

"As ihe real effects of the 
yen's decline against the 
dollar started to emerge, 
exports are now on the rise, 
and if the yen remains 
weak, the surplus will con- 
tinue widening." said 
Atsushi Takeda of DKB 
Research Institute. 

"This may not please the 
United States, but is good 
for Japan's economy.” Mr. 
Takeda said. 

"With domestic consump- 
tion expected to stay weak, 
Japan has to depend on 
external demand, at least 
for the time being," he 
added. 

In December alone, the 
surplus contracted 23. 1 per 
cent from a year earlier to 
S20.7 billion yen. com- 
pared with 664.1 billion 
yen in November. 

It was die third straight 
yearly decline and the sec- 
ond lowest since 1985. 
w hen data began to be col- 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 No-soo-um 
6 Flight manouv«r 
10 Mosque pnest 
1 a Pungent bulb 

15 “ — was l ere..." 

16 Place 

17 Subjected to 

hardship 
1 6 Millay and 
Dickinson 
20 Hears! and 
Hutton 

22 Ehznbothan 
guitars 

23 Enjoyed a 
repast 

2~ South African 
25 Desert 
22 Mulligatawny, tor 
one 

31 Si it h sense 

34 Astringent 

35 Aihena and 
Aphrodite 

37 Occupation 

36 Stones 

39 East ol tho Urals 

40 Close and 
Moore 

42 Fellow 

43 — 

Rosenkavalior' 1 

44 Racing sections 

45 Anmo Oakleys 
47 Islamic title 

49 Egypt, abbr. 

50 Advantage 
52 Theodora and 

Eugenie 
56 Mesta and 
Madison 

60 Molher-of-peart 

61 Robert — 

62 — of Capn 

63 One more lime 

64 Tmv plant 

65 Cozy abode 

66 Surfeited 

DOWN 

1 Luna — 

2 Concerning 

3 503 

4 One on the 
move 

5 Ingratiate 


15 


110 ill 1 12 P 3 


16 


130 


71 
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by Roger Jurgovan 

6 Lull 

7 Reed 

3 Bullring cheers 
9 Favonte 
to Dispute 

1 1 Braun and 
Chattedy 

12 Suit to — 

13 Jumble 
19 Abscond 
21 Term. 

24 Undeveloped 
flowers 

25 Side dish 

26 Carroll heroine 

27 Artemis and 
Diana 

28 Part ol USA: 
abbr. 

29 Shoe parts 

30 Lyrical poems 

32 Net 

33 Dry run tests 

35 Putt 

36 Draspv — 

38 Ruler 
41 Social swells 


Puzzle solved: 
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0 1997 Trains UaOa Strvicst. Inc. 

AB ngras r»r« 

45 God term 53 Blanc and 

46 Omni and Forum Brooks 

48 Doles 54 Heroic tale 

49 Riled 55 Beat it! 

. 56 PA port 

51 Alone 57 Mail 

52 Being 59 Iniquity 


lected under the present sta- 
tistical formula, the min- 
istry said. The lowest was 

6.473.6 billion yen in 1992. 

In December, the trade 

surplus was down 20.0 per 
cent to 1.046.6 billion yen. 
with exports increasing 4.9 
per cent to 4,066.2 billion 
yen and imports expanding 

1 7.6 per cent to 3.0 19.6 bil- 
lion yen. 

For 1996. the trade sur- 
plus declined 26.2 per cent 
to 9.115.2 billion yen. 
Exports grew 8.2 per cent 
from a year earlier to 
-43.571.5 billion yen as 
imports expanded by a 
faster 23.4 per cent to reach 
34,456.3 billion yen. 

The current account sur- 
plus in December fell year- 
on -year for the 16th con- 
secutive month, the min- 
istry said, falling (o the 
third lowest level for 
December since 1985. 

“Looking al the recent 
uptrend of imports, the cur- 
rent account surplus will 
continue to show a declin- 
ing trend in the coming 
months," an official said. 

The official attributed the 
fall in the surplus to higher 
crude oil imports, which 
were up 59.4 pci cent in 
value terms due to higher 
oil prices. 


DUBAI (AFP) — Some 70 
Palestinian companies from 
the self-rule territories are 
to hold a trade exhibition 
opening here Sunday aimed 
at breaking into the lucra- 
tive Gulf market and 
attracting investments. 

‘■'We're seeking access to 
the Gulf markets to over- 
come Israel's blockade of 
the autonomous areas 
which is aggravating the 
economic and social situa- 
tion in the territories." said 
SaJim Abu Sultan, the 
Palestinian consul in Dubai. 

The companies taking 
part in the four-day exhibi- 
tion want “to show that 
their goods are just as com- 
petitive as those of other 
countries." 

Access to the Arab Gulf 
market would “breath life 


into the fledgling Palestin- 
ian economy," Mr. Abu Sul- 
tan told AFP ahead of the 
fair at the Chamber of 
Commerce in Dubai, the 
trading hub of the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 

On display at the 
Jerusalem ‘97 exhibition 
will be matble. computers, 
pharmaceutical goods, cos- 
metics. food products and 
construction materials. 
Palestinian firms aim to 
impress with the “variety' 
and quality” of their goods. 

“If this experiment works, 
Palestinian firms will target 
other Arab states but the 
priority is Dubai because of 
its position as the region's 
commercial centre and the 
support of its leaders for 
our initiative." the consul 
said. 


Palestinian industry, 
dependent on the Israeli 
market, has been hit hard 
by Israel's frequent clo- 
sures of the territories, par- 
ticularly after a wave of sui 
cide bombings in February 
and March 1996. 

The Palestinian economy 
minister. Maher AJ Masri, 
will be at the Dubai exhibi- 
tion for a seminar on invest- 
ment opportunities for Gulf 
businessmen and the 
80.000 Palestinians work- 
ing in the UAE. 

Wealthy Palestinians 
abroad have so far steered 
clear of major investments 
in self-rule areas of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
according to an Arab study 
released last December in 
Cairo. 
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1 Source; Central Bank of Jordan. 


Peanuts 


ARE WE 60NNA 
HAVE A BASEBALL 
TEAM A6AIN THIS YEAR? 

YES, BUT WE WEREN'T 
60IN6 TO TELL YOU.. 

“ — 7 1 ~ — 

WE WERE ALL HOPING YOU 

wouldn't find out because 
WE ALL KNOW YOU'RE THE 
WORST PLAYER IN THE 
HISTORY OF THE GAME.. 



^ 1 ' 


PUT ME DOWN 
FOR. RIGHT FIELD 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR FRIDAY, 
MARCH 15,1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, , 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Benefits from a 
distance are not forthcom- 
ing today, so handle local 
matters which you fed 
are more important Go 
through with tonight’s 
plans and thereby you can 
make your career activi- 
ties more successful. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Don’t overspend 
today for pleasure or you 
could find yourself short 
of funds if the situation 
develops for you to have 
some extra money. Go. 
after whatever wholesome 
and delightful. Take care 
of your health in the days 
ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21> Remain neutral 
today if a disagreement 
starts between a loved 
ones and an outsider and 
it will soon blow over. 
Later this evening you can 
meet with a fcnowledge- 
able person and discuss 
your career activities with 
him or her. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) Don’t 
forget to answer today a 
message from a good 
friend which concerns 
your career activities. 
Enjoy a hobby later this 
evening and you can 
relieve the stress created 
from your business activi- 
ties or you could explode. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Get into practical situ- 
ations today which have 
to be righted. A wise per- 
son could give you advice 
later which would be well 
to follow and thereby 
make the projects which 
you are involved much 
more simplified. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Go after 
your personal desires 
today and get in touch 
with your close friends 
and show- affection for 
them. Later rbis evening 
will be good to go out 
with your mate and have a 
romantic rime together 
and have some fun. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) You are 
able to get into private 
matters today which are 
important to you and 
make your efforts more 
productive. Your closest 
loved ones will be very 
helpful for your career 
activities, so make the 
best of a good situation. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Contact 
good friends today who 
can assist you in gaining 
personal wishes. Plan a 
campaign w ith your loved 
ones to seek out pleasures 
in the days ahead, which 
will make your lives more 
enjo yable to everyone. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21 J 
Your ideas are poor and 
your judgement is not up 
to par today, so rely on 
advice given by bigwigs 
who have the patience to 
wait until another tim e. 
Later this evening will 
make your tasks much 
more successful. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Have conversations today 
with those whose views 
are different from your 
own, thereby you can 
avoid any differences of 
opinion. Steer dear later 
this evening of a jealous 
person who is only out for 
him or herself, so be alert. 
AQUARIUS: i January 21 
to February 19) You can 
come to a better under- 
standing with your fellow 
associate if you are with 
that person today. Later 
this evening will be good 
for you to meet with those 
in authority and submit a 
plan of action which is 
successful. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Take' some 
time today io comprehend 
the views of a fellow asso- 
ciate, and make sure you 
are clear on the circum- 
stances. Give more sup- 
port to your loved ones 
and get ahead with his or 
her assistance. 


£ 


Birthstone of March: 
Aquamarine — Jasper. 
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Wait-and-see mode 
continues at AFM 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Amman 
stock market continued on a 
wait-and-see mode as 
Investors maintained posi- 
tions awaiting the release of 
Goal figures of companies 
and decisions to issue bonus 
shares, dealers reported 
Thursday. 

Turnover for the week 
ending Thursday rose a lit- 
tle. bur share prices slipped 
as some speculators sought 
liquidity to switch holdings, 
the dealers said. 

The Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) said in its 
weekly summary that trad- 
ing for the week was 4.1 
million dinars (S5.7S mil- 


lion), up from the previous 
week's 3.7 million dinars 
($5.21 million). 

But prices slipped by 0.68 
per cent as measured by the 
official AFM index based on 
60 major companies from 
among the 135 listed in the 
market. The index closed at 

155.02 points, down 1.06 
points, from the week’s 
opening of 156.08, the 
report said. 

The AFM summary said 

3.2 million shares were trad- 
ed under 2,272 transactions 
during the week, with daily 
average trading ar 820,000 
dinars ($1.15 million). 

Industrial companies led 
trading volume with 1.86 
million dinars (S2.62 mil- 
lion). The insurance sector 


accounted for 970.000 
dinars (SI. 36 million), 
commercial banks and 
investment houses with 
950,000 dinars ($1.34 mil- 
lion) and sernce sector 
companies with 31.000 
dinars (S43.710). 

On a sectoral level, indus- 
trial companies gained 1.08 
per cent during the week 
and insurance stocks edged 
up by 0.05 per cent. The ser- 
vice sector fell 0-65 per cent 
and commercial banks and 
investment houses declined 
by 1.96 per cent 

According to the AFM 
report, this week’s business 
involved stocks of 77 com- 
panies; 18 of them closed 
with gains, 44 slipped and 
15 stabilised. 
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09 review of news from the ‘jLra6ic press 

Jordan is largest per capita 
recipient of Japanese aid 


**■ PRIME MINISTER Abdul Karim Kabariti Wednesday 
signed an agreement with Takayuki Kimura, Japanese ambas- 
sador to Jordan, in which Japan will provide 2.5 billion Japan- 
ese yen (approximately $21 million at current exchange rale) 
grant to Jordan. Explaining the nature of the grant. Mr. Kimu- 
ra said, "the grant can be used for the payment of any non- 
military import from any country of the world. It is virtually 
a cash grant." 

It is the third consecutive year for Japan to provide this type 
ol non -project grant to Jordan and this year's amount is more 
than twice as large as the previous two years’ grant. "It is in 
^ appreciation and support of Jordan's policies towards Middle 
East peace and its effort towards self-sustainable economic 
development. We hope this will help in augmenting foreign 
exchange reserve of Jordan and in providing more stable base 
for implementing economic reform." said Mr. Kimura. 

Jordan is not only the biggest recipient of the non-project 
grant from Japan among the Middle East countries, it is 
accepting other kind of cooperation such as project grants, 
project loans and technical assistance from Japan. 

Jordan is also the largest percapiia recipient of Japanese aid 
in the world."-said Mr. Kimura. In the past_five years Jordan 
received 40 per cent of its net aid inflow from Japan, accord- 
ing to OECD statistics. 

Aramex attracts $7m from 
sale of shares in United States 

** ARAMEX. A major air cargo and express delivery com- 
pany in the Middle East, has become the first Arab firm to 
float shares for public subscription in the United States. 
The company has offered one million shares at the begin- 
ning of this year on the NASDAQ bourse. 

Ilie company was able to attract $7 million from the sale 
of the new shares. The international U.S. company Air- 
borne Express has acquired 6.S per cent of the Aramex 
shares for $2 million shortly before Aramex floated the 
shares in the U.S. 

The funds will be used for expanding the operations of 
Aramex and develop its services in addition to establishing 
new facilities at free shops around die world (Special/Jor- 
dan Times). 



“If we take all of our bills to the 
recycling center, they’ll give us more 
money than we have in our checkbook.’ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

9 twHmri Arnold and MHmAtbMmi 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


NELOB 


MRygRwmofl. 

VAIRF 


UNPOOC 


BIRDHY 


Answer ;THE 


...And wa will show 
that my diem 
Is innocent 

a 


WHAT A LAWYER 
WITH A HANGOVER 
eNPS UP WITH 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


teste may 1 ? 


• (Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BAKED FRAUD BEVOND DISCUS 

Answer impossible tor a sloppy cryptographer to 

M ™ 6 SZtSe dress code 


Investors 
rush to 
fund UAE 
commodities 
market 
project 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Investors have rushed to 
take pan in an ambitious 
project for a free storage 
zone and commodities 
market in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), commit- 
ting funds exceeding its 
capital of S3 billion, the 
project’s manager has said . 

Mohammad A1 Husani 
said public subscription to 
the Middle East’s first free 
storage zone would open in 
September and work on the 
project on the Saadiyat 
island off Abu Dhabi would 
start late this year. 

“There has been a strong 
interest by local and 
international investors.. You 
can say the capital has been 
oversubscribed,” he told 
AFP. 

“The investors are from 
the UAE and other coun- 
tries. Some of them are 
banks, which have commit- 
ted to contribute more than 
the capital ” he said. 

Mr. Husani said the pro- 
ject would be jointly 
owned by the Abu Dhabi 
government and the local 
and foreign private sector. 
He said the government 
had not yet decided on its 
stake but added it would be 
exceeded by private invest- 
ment. 

The UAE approved the 
project in 1996, saying it 
would be one of the busiest 
commodities markets in the 
world given its location 
midway between the West 
and Singapore, Japan and 
other major Asian markets. 


3.500 3.400 JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

3.350 3.3DO JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

5.100 5.950 ARAB POTASH CO. 

10.150 10.000 JOR. PETROL. REPIKAHY 

5.350 6.350 JORDAN TANNING 

1.400 1.300 WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

2.800 2.570 INDUSTRIAL COKH.AGK. 

7.000 5.350 JOB.. WORSTED MILLS 

3.330 3.720 ARAB PHARM. KAHP. 

7.2SO 6.870 JOR. CERAMIC IHD. 

1.630 1.60O JOR. PIPES MAHFCT. 

2.500 2.500 GENERAL MINING 

8.400 8.400 ARAD CM EM- DTREGU- 

5.050 4.700 DAR ALDAWA DV.IHV. 

3.(00 3.450 ARAB ALUM. IHD. 

■ 610 .560 LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

1.200 I. ISO ARAB PAPER COWV. TOT. 

. 6B0 .640 NATIONAL IND5. 

1. 100 1.010 INTERRED. FE3RD-C HEM - 

.020 .770 JOE. RCCKHOOL DIPS. 

2.350 -2.300 HATL. CABLE HIRE.HTAC 

.730 ’ .680 JOR. SULFHO-CHEH 

1.600 1.430 ARAB PHARH-CHEH. 

1.800 1.640 UNTV . HODU.1HDS. 

1.390 1.320 JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

.340 .330 JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

1.900 1.850 EL -SAY READY NEAR 

1.250 1.170 INTI.. TOBACCO 

1.050 .990 ONION CB. 6 VEG. 
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3 

1200 
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.460 

.036 
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16 
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8.7 

0.00 
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636050 

444746 

.46 

.74 

■ 66 

.74 * 

-08 

.699 

2.891 

.990 

-900 ARAB 1-T. FOOD PACT. 

<1.1 

0.00 

1 

100 

«7 

.90 

.87 

.87 

.87 - 

.03 

.870 

.002 

.510 
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Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
^ unfurnished for rent / 


World gems, hand made In Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


STUDIO HHIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Outstanding designs. 


_ 

fVEt'TT’ 




EpflBBSlWi'5 i 


° ELU * E aTS 


immm 




Quality Serviced Suites 

* One &. Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes ■ Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindiays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


court too. 


- INDOOR HEATED ySgjP? 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI 

MASSAGE l- ■ 3 

- FITNESS ROOM ■§§ 

-TENNIS & SQUASH Wj 
COURTS ^ A 

TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 


||| VILLAS “ hE0 & 

H s^ ishe i 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


Teppcmyaki j 
Sashimi \ 
t Sushi ! 



id FOR 
RENT 

- i>iuxo Villas 

■» i- 

■D A p pa;- [.men is . 
in Ammon 




Tiymmty 
STUFFED PIZZA 4 
in Tom (Chicago Style) 
PAN PIZZA 
(Thin or Thick Crust) 
Kalian Beef Sandwiches, 
jtamhuraer. FriedChicfce 


Pizza Grande 

Restaurant $. Coffee Shop 


gr- . flje Toe l ft <3 /far? ■ Taste ' 
(Jourmet piZZfi 
■■ &.fa!i JTfinu 

Free DEUVEfiY 
DINE IN 
TAKE AWAY 



We Moved To The Second Root Atahfia ~ AMa * 

Superstore 

Tel. 68S 471 Ext. 32 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 


/ 
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Hilary Lindh, one of America’s 

greats, retires 


VAIL. Colorado (R) — The 
U.S. Ski ream lost one of its 
greatest champions 

Thursday when world 
downhill champion Hilary 
Lindh retired, ending a 13- 
year run remarkable for its 
longevity and excellence. 

Her eyes glistening as she 
recalled treasured moments 
with teammates and coach- 
es. the 27-year-old from 
Juneau. Alaska, spoke of the 
satisfactions of this final 
season in which she rallied 
from a 32nd-place finish in 
the season opener to a 
World Championship a 
month ago at Sestriere, 
Italy. 

Tm happy how the 
whole year went, how I 
turned things around. But 1 
don't want to go through 
that again." Lindh said of 
the cumulative rigours of 
training and racing. 

Nor did the promise of an 
Olympics next February, 
coupled with another year 
of rich contracts, sway her 
decision. 

“If* not about results or 
medals. It's about getting on 
with the rest of my life.” 

She spoke with particular 
passion of her many memo- 
ries of racing at Vail, site of 
a World Cup victory in 
1995. 

'That was an incredible, 
sweet moment for me." she 
said. “I thought it would be 
the ultimate to end my 
career with a victory here. 
Unfortunately that didn't 
happen. ' said Lindh, who 
finished in ninth place 
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French skier Lnc .Alpha nd downs around' with his two trophies after winning the 
men’s World Cup Super-G title for the season at Vail, Colorado. AJphand added the 
Super-G title to his downhill title after winning the downhill title (Reuters photo) 


Wednesday in the World 
Cup finals downhill. 

She will compete next 
week in the U.S. National 
championships at 

Sugarloaf. Maine, then 
enrol for the spring term at 
the University of Utah, 
where she will study biolo- 
gy- 

Frequently at her best in 
important races, she won a 
silver medal at the 1992 
Olympics, bronze at the 
1996 world championships 


and. finally, gold at the 
1997 worlds — stamping 
herself the most successful 
American downhiller in 
major events. 

Along the way. she won 
three world cup races, a 
world junior championship 
and universal respect as a 
tough competitor reflecting 
her Alaskan heritage. 

Her departure leaves a 
gaping void on a U.S. 
downhill squad decimated 
this season by injuries to 


three of its stars. Picabo 
Street Tommy Moe and 
Kyle Rasmussen, and the 
lingering effects of a 1995 
injury to AJ KitL 

Coaches implored her to 
leave the door open for 
reconsideration. 

■*If you want to define suc- 
cess for the U.S. Ski team, 
you'd use Hilary as a 
model.” said team athletic 
director Paul Major. 
“There’s no way to replace 
her." 


Kansas and Kentucky win in NCAA tourney 


WINSTON-SALEM. North 
Carolina (R) — North 

Carolina coach Dean Smith 
got his record-tying 876th 
victory, top-ranked Kansas 
and defending. _ champion 
Kentucky won.’ahd. thircfft- 
lefet-'W' Charleston 'extended 
its* improbable Streak on the 
first day of the NCAA men’s 
basketball tournament Thurs- 
day. 

In the East regionals in 
Winston-Salem. Serge 

Zwikker scored 16 of his 19 
points in the second half as 
top-seeded North Carolina 
pulled away for an 82-74 vic- 
tory over 1 6th-seeded 
Fairfield. 

In Memphis. Tennessee, 
Kansas took the first step on 
its expected road to the final 
four with a 7S-64 victory 
over 1 6th-seeded Jackson 
State in the Southeast 
Region. 

Scot Pollard had 12 points. 
19 rebounds and five blocked 
shots to lead the top-seeded 


Jayhawks 1.33- 1). who will 
next play eighth-seeded 
Purdue. 

The eighth-seeded boiler- 
makers survived an overtime 
thriller for an 83-76 victory 
over' ninth-seeded Rhode' 
Island as Brad Miller scored 
five of his career-high 31 ' 
points in overtime. Chad 
Austin and freshman Mike 
Robinson each added 15 
points for Purdue (18-11). 

In the West regionals at Salt 
Lake City, Utah, Kentucky 
began its title defence with a 
92-54 thrashing of 16th-seed- 
ed Montana as Cameron 
Mills and Wayne Turner 
scored 19 points apiece to 
lead a balanced attack for the 
top-seeded Wildcats (31-4). 

Kentucky will face eighth- 
seeded Iowa, a 73-60 winner 
over ninth seed Virginia, in 
the second round on 
Saturday. 

The 12th-seeded College of 
Charleston extended the 
nation's longest winning 


streak to 23 games when it 
upset fifth seed Maryland 75- 
66 in the Southeast. 

Michael Dickerson scored 
16 points and AJ. Bramlett’s 
putback with C!:38 to play 
snapped ‘a ‘tre as fourth- seed- 
ed Arizona closed with a 22-4" 
run arid escaped with a 66^57 
victory over 13th-seeded~ 
South Alabama. 

At Auburn Hills, Michigan. 
Jelani McCoy and JR. 
Henderson each scored 21 
points to lead five players in 
double figures as second- 
seeded UCLA coasted to a 
109-75 victory over 15th seed 
Charleston Southern in the 
Midwest region. UCLA will 
face seventh seed Xavier, an 
S0-68 victor over 10th seed 
Vanderbilt, in the second 
round on Saturday. 

Also in the Midwest, third- 
seeded Cincinuati soundly 
defeated 14th-seeded Butler 
86-69 to earn a spot against 
sixth-seeded Iowa State, a 
69-57 conqueror of llih- 


seeded Illinois State. 

In the East. Tim Thomas 
had 2S points and 15 
rebounds as fourth-seeded 
Villanova opened the second 
half with a 19-1 run and 
coasted t6 a 101-91 victory to 
end the Cinderella dreams of 
13th-seeded Long Island 
University. 

Tony Gonzalez hit a fade- 
away jumper with 58 seconds 
remaining to snap a tie and 
added three free throws in the 
final 36 seconds to lead 
California (22-8) to a 55-52 
victory over 12th-seeded 
Princeton. 

In Salt Lake City, Utah, 
Bevan Thomas came off the 
bench to score 11 of his 16 
points in the second half and 
lead fifth-seeded Boston 
College to a 73-66 victory 
over 12th seed Valparaiso. 

BC will face fourth-seeded 
St. Joseph’s, which pulled 
away for a 75-65 victoiy over 
13th-seeded Pacific in the 
West. 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

■S r »JS Tnouno Mm Samos. Me. 


AVOID THAT THREAT 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 


NORTH 

* Q 6 

<?J 

v KQ 10 8 3 

* KQJ 98 

EAST 
* AS 5 

I <78642 

CAJ8 
4.753 


WEST 
AJ 973 
< 7 K 9 7 5 3 
09 

*642 


SOUTH 

* K 10 4 2 

C AQ 10 
■>754 2 

* A 10 


The bidding 


SOUTH WEST NORTH 
1 $ Piw 3 $ 

EAST 

Ppw 

3 NT Paw Pass 

Pom 

Opening lead: Five of F 



Some avoidance plays arc not 
easy u> spoL Here. East is lb? dan- 
ger hand. See if you can spot the 
line that keeps ihe menacing 
defender off lead. 

Note North's pass of three no 
trump. With a second source of 
tricks in the dub suit and an honor 
in both majors, there was do reason 
for North to override South's choice 
of the no-trump came os the final 


contract. On this lie or Lhe cards, 
five diamonds has no chance. The 
defenders must come to two trump 
tricks and a spade. 

Dummy's jock won the first trick, 
and declarer could count seven fast 
tricks — five dubs and two hearts. 
Was there a safe way for declarer to 
gather in two more tricks before the 
defenders can get the heart suit 
going? 

Yes, as long ns East can be kept 
off lead to prevent a heart from 
being led through declarer's tenace. 
There is a sure- trick line available 
as long as you disregard the old bro- 
mide about trying to establish 
tricks in your longest fit first. 

The secret is to lead the six of 
spades from dummy at trick two! 
Should West hold the ace, South's 
king will bo raptured but West can- 
not attack hearts, and any shift 
gives declarer rime to set up a dia- 
mond trick in addition to the queen 
of spades, for a taul of nine tricks. 

If East has the ace, going up will 
present declarer with two tricks in 
die suit, so East must duck. That 
allows declarers king to win for the 
eighth trick, and a diamond to the 
queen then sets up a trick in that 
suit as Lhe fulfilling trick. 




EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 


] 


The Canadian Government is interested in 
entering into a residential lease with a 
Jordanian company or firm wishing to 
construct a build-to-suit Villa of 520.0 m 2 in 
gross area, on a parcel of land averaging 
2,000.0 m2 to be situated in Abdoun, Al-Diyar 
or AJ-Swaifiyah which will serve as the new 
Canadian Official Residence in Amman, 
Jordan. 

Interested parties are asked to contact the 
Canadian Embassy at the Pearl of Shmeisani 
Building (4th Floor ) Shmeisani, Amman 
between the hours of 10:00 and 15:00 to 
obtain a free copy of a briefing document 
explaining the basic requirements expected 
for the new Villa 

Expressions of interest should be received 
at the Canadian Embassy by no later than 
15:00 on the 27th day of March, 1 997. 


Leeds — 

worst 

behaved 

team in 

Premier 

League 

LONDON (AFP) — Leeds 
United’s growing reputa- 
tion as one of the most 
unattractive teams to watch 
in the Premiership was 
given further weight on 
Thursday with the news 
that they are bottom of the 
Fair Play table. 

And to make matters 
worse, the Yorkshire club’s 
fans are also rated as the 
worst behaved. 

George Graham's side 
have won few friends this 
season after grinding their 
way to mid-table security 
with a string of narrow 
wins and hard-fought 
draws. 

They have scored just 24 
goals in 30 Premiership 
matches ■— ■ the lowest total 
in all four English divi- 
sions. 

And now comes confir- 
mation that their battle to 
mid-table mediocrity has 
come not just without style 
but also without grace. 

Leeds (7.33) are at the 
bottom of the fair play 
table. just below 
Middlesbrough and 

Coventry, and they are also 
some way adrift at the foot 
of the behaviour of the 
public league. 

With an average of just 
6.96 over 27 matches, 
Leeds are nearly one whole 
point below Middles- 
brough. 

Nottingham Forest fans 
were the best behaved up to 
the end of February, ahead 
of those from Blackburn 
and Sheffield Wednesday. 

Title challengers 

Liverpool are on course to 
finish top of the 
Premiership’s fair play 
league. 

The Reds head the latest 
table, taking into account 
matches up to the end of 
February, with an average 
score of 8.44 over 27 
games. 

The score is determined 
by marks awarded for the 
number of yellow and red 
cards incurred, positive 
play, respect towards oppo- 
nents and referees, and the 
behaviour of officials. 

Liverpool’s closest rivals 
are Sheffield Wednesday 
and fellow Merseysiders 
Everton, both with 8.39, 
and Premiership leaders 
Manchester United (8.30). 


ViUeurbanne beat Estudiantes 
Madrid in final seconds 


LONDON (R) — ViUeurbanne defender 
Alain Digeubeu scored a crucial three- 
pointer with 29 seconds left to help his 
side to victory over Estudiantes Madrid 
and a place in the quarter-finals of the 
men’s Euroleague competition.^ 
Villeafbanne won their elimination 
round decider 75-71 on Thursday and 
face Turkey's Efes Pilsen, who beat 
Maccabi Tel Aviv 84-69 in their third leg 
match, in the last eight 
Diguebeu was ViUeurbanne ’s key man. 
scoring 17 points and playing a highly 
effective defensive key role against 
American Chandler Thompson. He 
scored nine points inside a minute at one 
stage in the second half. 

The all-Italian duel between Stefanel 
Milano and Kinder Bologna ended in an 
exciting 78-76 win for Stefanel. 

Stefanel dominated the first half and 
built a lead of 14 points late in the first 
half. 


But Kinder rallied after the break. 
Aryan Komazec leading the way with 25 
points. 

They closed the gap to just one point 
but a three-pointer by Flavio Portaluppi 


EUROPEAN BASKETBALL 


and two free shots by Gregor Fucka saw 
off their challenge. 

Stefanel wUl meet Slovenia’s Olimpija 
Ljubljana. 62-61 winners over Cibona 


Greek side Olympiakos. who surpris- 
ingly slipped up at home on Tuesday 
when they lost 61-60 to Partizan 
Belgrade, made no mistake in their 
decider in Belgrade, winning 74-69. 

Holders Panathinaikos of Greece 
clinched their quarter-final place on 
Tuesday without the need of a third leg. 
They scored an emphatic 70-55 victory 
over Limoges in France. 



City land rising Dutch star 

MANCHESTER (AFP) — Manchester City revealed Thursday they have signed 
highly-rated Dutchman Gerard Wiekens from Veendham — but the 23-year-old will 
not be arriving until the s umme r. Veendham are involved in end-of-season play-offs 
and see the midfielder as essential to their bid to win promotion to Holland’s top 
flight. City, still with an outside chance of winning promotion back to the 
Premiership, would not say what they are paying for Wiekens, who has been named 
as player of the year in the Dutch second division. New Manchester City boss frank 
Clark is thrilled with his latest capture and said: “He’s got tremendous potential. He’s 
one of the best young players in Holland. ‘‘He’s played at every level except full inter- 
national but I'm sure he’ll go on to earn his cap. He’s got pace, is a good passer of the 
ball and very competitive. And like all Dutch players he’s technically very good " 

Karlsruhe give Haessler ultimatum 

KARLSRUHE (R) — Karlsruhe have told German international Thomas Haessler he 
has until Monday to make up his mind whether he plans to stay at the Bundesliga club 
next season. The diminutive midfielder, who is recovering from a broken leg, has 
been the subject of much transfer speculation in the past few months and is believed 
to have received an attractive offer from Bayer Leverkusen. After talks with 
Haessler's wife and manager Angela on Thursday, the club said the 30-year-old for- 
mer Juventus, Roma and Cologne player had until Monday at 0900 local time to 
announce his decision. “We need a decision so that all this speculation- stops, what- 
ever it is,” club chairman Roland Schmider said. Haessler has Undergone an operation 
on his broken left leg and is expected to leave hospital at the. weekend. 

Heyns wins at S. African National Championships 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — South Africa’s double Olympic swimming gold medallist 
Penny Heyns successfully returned to competition in Johannesburg on Friday winning 
the South African National Championships 100 metre breaststroke final. But Heyns. 
the world record holder, had to pull out aU the stops to beat Julia Russell in a Pan- 
Pacific qualifying time of 1:09.43 minutes. The 21 -year old, who was gasping for 
breath at the end of the race, said afterwards: ‘1 only resumed training on January 1 5 
and this is my first competition since Atlanta. ‘1 was delighted with my morning beat 
effort of 1 :09.1 1, especially because I glided into the waUs at both ends. “I have not 
been stroking well at the these championships, but at least I now have a starting point 
from which I can build on during training. Russell second in 1:11.71, Tanya Naude 
(1:12.52) and 14- year-old Sarah Poewe (1:12.65) also went under the Pan-Pacific 
Games qualifying mark of 1:13.13. 


Walsh victorious at Cheltenham 


CHELTENHAM (R) — 
Ireland’s Ted Walsh took 
time away from his media 
responsibilities at Chelten- 
ham on Thursday to saddle 
Commanche Court to win 
the grade one triumph hur- 
dle. 

Walsh, who has been 
working as a television rac- 
ing commentator this week, 
landed his first festival win 
as a trainer in the two miles 
and one furlong (3.4-km) 
contest 


‘Today is the best racing 
day of my life. I could kiss 
you too,” Walsh said as he 
prepared to do an interview 
with fellow racing pundit 
Brough Scott in the unsad- 
dling enclosure. 

Walsh duly gave Scott a 
small kiss on his cheeks 
much to the delight of the 
onlooking punters. 

“He can train horses as 
well as he can talk,” Cork- 
bora jockey Norman 
Williamson, who enjoyed 


his fifth Cheltenham suc- 
cess on board Commanche 
Court said of the outspoken 
Walsh. 

Last year’s Austrian 
Derby winner, Commanche 
Court took advantage of his 
speed over the closing 
stages to win by a length 
from 40-1 chance Circus 
Star with Shooting Light a 
further one and a quarter 
lengths further adrift in 
third. 

Walsh has not missed a 


Cheltenham festival meet- 
ing since he rode his first 
winner there aboard 
Castleruddery in the 1974 
Kim Muir Chase. 

The county Kildare-based 
trainer and former Irish 
champion amateur rider 
gained three more victories 
at- the meeting during a 
highly successful career in 
the saddle. Walsh's son 
Ruby currently heads the 
table in the Irish amateur 
riders’ title race. 


AL-FARID 

The Fully Fledged Supermarket 
Save Your Time ...Save Your Money At 




Al-Farid.. .18,700 Items To Enjoy The Shopping 
Ai-Farid... Abdali, Next To.Nabil Mashirii Theatre 



For Rent 

In Jabal Amman 4th Circle Close to Embassies. 
A Fully Furnished 2- Bedrooms Ground Floor 
Apartment with Private Entrance, Garden, 

2 B^rooms, Washer & Diyer, Independent Hearing. 
Luxurious Furniture in Excellent Condition. 


Rent = 6500 .JD/vi-. 


For More Information 
Call Isam at 617720 or (07) 92541 1. 


CINEMA TEL634144 CINEMA TEL634144 > 

. PHILADELPHIA “1” X PHILADELPHIA “2” x 


Eddie Murphy ; Jada Pinkett & David Caruso, Katheryn Erbe, 

James Cobum in Helen Hunt, & 

Samuel Jackson ...in 


CINEMA 


TEL:699238 


INEMA 


THE NUTTY 
PROFESSOR 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


KISS OF DEATH 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


PLflZfl 


Adel Imam, Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 

Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 



i TEL:677420‘ 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 


MADONNA & 

ANTONIO BANDERAS... IN 

EVITA 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:30 



* Nabif & Hi sham’s Theatre 

V TEL: 625155 J 

THE THEATRE WILL BE CLOSED 
UNTIL MARCH 1 FOR 
MAINTENANCE 
& REDECORATION 
WE WILL BE BACK WITH 

Aman.. Ya Ho 
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Bradley 

leads 

Mavericks 

past 

Celtics 


DALLAS (R) — Shawn 
Bradley had a season-high 
31 points. Michael Finley 
had a steal and driving dunk 
with 10 seconds to go and 
the Celtics’ Antoine Walker 
missed a wide open three- 
pomter at the buzzer as the 
Dallas Mavericks held on 
for a 109-107 victory 1 over 
^Boston Thursday. 

' Finley snuek up on 
Walker toward the sideline 
after the Celtic forward 
rebounded a wild miss by 
Eric-Williams. 

Dallas outscored the 
league-worst Celtics 13-4 in 
die final 4:10 and Bradley 
ser a Dallas team for points 
in a game by a centre. 

“Things turned out well 
off for me tonight ” said 
Bradley, who came over in 
the blockbuster trade with 
the Nets last month. “We 
knew that we had to pound 
it inside and go real strong 
to the basket Tonight was 
an opportunity for me to 
help the team. That helped 
us win.” 

“We are trying to get him 
closer to the basket and try- 
ing to get him to use his 
height to his advantage, to 
use his skills like hooks and 
post-ups.” said Dallas head 
coach Jim Cleamons. “I 
hope he's liking it here 
because he's being effec- 
we.” 

'3 Bradley also had 10 
rebounds and four blocks, 
including one with three 
seconds left as walker drove 
the lane to tie, but had his 
shot swatted out of bounds. 

“They had a couple of real 
aggressive defensive plays 
to win the game down the 
stretch.’’ said. Boston coach 
ML,,, .Carr,,. “Obviously,, ,, 
Bradley was huge for them 
in the ballgame, but 1 think" ' 
they got good help down the 
line.”. . - ■ 

Dallas has won two 
straight after a seven-game 
skid. The Mavericks defeat- 
ed the Knicks on Tuesday. 

In Los Angeles, Rex 
Chapman scored 22 points, 
including three three-point- 
ers in a 23-6 third-quarter 
run, as the Phoernx Suns 
defeated the clippers 1 1 2-96 
to move within two games 
of the final Western 
Conference playoff spot. 

Los Angeles led 56-51 
before Chapman began hit- 
ting from long range in the 
third quarter. 

Cedric Ceballos finished 
with 26 points and 11 
rebounds, Kevin Johnson 
scored 23 points and john 
Williams added 11 points 
and 11 rebounds for the 
suns, who bad all five 
starters score in double fig- 
ures for their sixth win in 
seven games. 

The Clippers have lost six 
of their last seven but are 
just a half-game behind 
Sacramento "for seventh 
place in the west 
In Sacramento, Damon 
Stoudamire had 31 points, 
six assists and five rebounds 
as the Toronto raptors tied a 
team record with their third 
straight win, 103-96 over 
the Kings. 

Marcus Camby added 23 

^points and six rebounds for 
the raptors. 

Mitch Richmond scored 
26 points and Mahmoud 
Abdul-Rauf added 17 for 
the Kings, who have lost 
four straight following a 
three-game winning streak. 

At Golden State. Donyell 
Marshall matched a career 
high with 30 paints and 
Mark Price scored five of 
his IS points in overtime as 
the Warriors stopped a 10- 
game losing streak against 
the Cleveland Cavaliers 
with a 101-95 victory. 

Golden State had not 
defeated the Cavaliers since 
March 5, 1992. 

Danny Ferry scored 21 
points for Cleveland, which 
lost for the fourth time in six 
games. 

4 In Minnesota, Gary 

' Payton scored 29 points as 
the Seattle Supersonics 
extended their dominance 
over the Timberw'olves with 
a 1 OS-92 victory. 





Golden State Warriors guard Latrell Sprewell (15) puts a shot up over the out- 
stretched hands of Cleveland Cavaliers center Tyrone Hill (32) in the first quarter of 
their NBA game. Golden State defeated Cleveland 101-95 (Reuters photo) 



Detroit Pistons' forward Grant Hill (L) muscles his way toward the basket against 
Denver Nuggets' forward Dale Ellis (R) in first period NBA action in Denver. Detroit 
defeated Denver 102-82 (Reuters photo) 


Shawm Kemp recorded 1 6 
points, nine rebounds and 
six assists and Hersey 
Hawkins added 13 points 
for Seattle, which has beat- 


en the wolves 24 consecu- 
tive times since a 100-96 
Minnesota overtime victory 
on March 15. 1991. 
in Denver. Grant Hill 


NBA RESULTS 

Seattle 108 Minnesota 92 

Dallas 109 Boston 107 

Detroit 102 Denver 82 

Golden State 101 Cleveland 95 (OT) 

Phoenix 112 LA Clippers 96 

Toronto 103 Sacramento 96 


scored 28 points, grabbed 
14 rebounds and dished out 
seven assists as the Detroit 
Pistons handed the Nuggets 
their 12th loss in 14 games, 
102-82. 

The Pistons completed a 
3-2 road trip. 


In preparation for World Cup qualifiers 

Syrian soccer team 
meets Jordan Sunday 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Syrian national soccer team arrives here 
Saturday to play their Jordanian counterparts in a friendly 
international Sunday afternoon as both teams prepare for 
the Asian World Cup qualifiers next month. 

The Jordanian team had less than 48 hours of rest after 
arriving from Muscat where they beat Oman 2-0 and 4- 1 on 
the third leg of the team’s training camps abroad. 

The team’s bead coaches now hope to finalise the lineup 
writh two weeks remaining for the kick-off of the Group 3 
qualifiers against Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates. 

Team manager AbduJlatif Abdul Majid said the head 
coach and officials were happy with the team’s form fol- 
lowing their visit to Oman. 

“The two wins over Oman were undoubtedly important 
for the team's morale. Six consecutive weeks of uninter- 
rupted training paid off and the players seem confident of 
their abilities,” he noted 

Abdul Majid said the players' physical fitness was on the 
rise and only Ra’fat Aii had been injured and ruled out for 
six weeks. 

Jordan will be meeting their Syrian counterparts in 
Damascus next week to conclude the last of their eight 
friendly matches prior to the qualifiers. 

Jordan bad played two matches against Lebanon losing 1 - 
0 in Beirut and drawing 0-0 in Amman. Against the Iraqi 
team Jordan twice lost 1-0 in Baghdad. 

Team official Mohammad Awad said the matches against 
Syria would be the final chance to test tactics and form. 

“The training camps were crucial and effective. “ he said. 
“Knowing the federation's capabilities nothing more could 
have been done to better prepare our team for the quali- 
fiers.” 

Seven of A1 Faisali’s players, including top strikers Subhi 


Suleiman and Jiryes Tadros joined the national team's 
camp in Muscat following their team's participation and 
third place finish in the Arab Champions Cup in Morocco 
last week. 

Tadros was instrumental in the matches in Oman and 
scored the four goals in the 4- 1 win in (he second match. 

Thirty-six Asian countries will contest the first round 
World Cup qualifiers and have been divided into ten 
groups. 

Group 1: Saudi .Arabia, Malaysia. Bangladesh and 
Taiwan. 

Group 2: Iran. Syria. Maldives. Kyrgyzstan. 

Group 3: United .Arab Emirates, Jordan. Bahrain. 

Group 4: Japan, Oman, Nepal, Macao. 

Group 5: Uzbekistan. Indonesia. Yemen. Cambodia. 

Group 6 : South Korea. Thailand. Hone Kong. 

Group 7: Kuwait. Lebanon. Singapore. 

Group S: China. Turkmenistan. Vietnam. Tajiksian. 

Group 9: Iraq. Pakistan. Kazakhstan. 

Group 10: Qatar, India, Sri Lanka. Philippines. 

The 10 groups winners will qualify for the second round 
where the teams will be divided into two groups . 

The first tw»o from each group will then contest the Asian 
finals . 

The first three qualify directly for the 199S World Cup in 
France while the winner of a play-off between the fourth 
team and the Oceania Zone winner will also qualify. 

The Kingdom's team includes Ahmad Abu Nasouh. 
Mu’taz Risheh. Mohammad Abu Daoud. Yousef Ammouri. 
Mohammad Khaz'ali. Abdallah Abu Zame'h. Amjnd Taher. 
Faisal Ibrahim. Isam Mahmoud. Hussein Shanaineh, Ra’fat 
Ali. Adnan Awad. Khaied Yousef. Walid Abdul Rahman. 
Munir Abu Hantash. Aref Hussein. Nart Yadaj. Bassam Al 
Khatib. Ahmad Khalil. Mohannad Mahadin, Jamal Abu 
Abed. Subhi Suleiman, Ja'far Hammad , Hassouneh Sheikh 
and Jirves Tadros. 


Sanchez Vicario eliminated at Evert Cup 


INDIAN WELLS, 

Califo rnia (Agencies) — 
Top seed Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario’s quest for her first 
tournament title since last 
May will have to wait now 
that sixth seed Irina Spirlea 
of Romania pushed her 
aside 4-6 6-3 6-3 Thursday 
in the semifinals of the 
Evert Cup. 

The 1 lth-ranked Spirlea ’s 
win in the only match of the 
day was her third consecu- 
tive victory over the fourth- 
ranked Sanchez Vicario 
after losing to the Spaniard 
the first two times they 
played. 

Spirlea will play the win- 
ner of the all-American 
semifinal match-up between 
fourth seed Lindsay 
Davenport and ninth seed 
Mary Joe Fernandez. 

By reaching the semifi- 
nals here Spirlea’s guaran- 
teed a career high ranking 
of ninth come Monday 
morning. 

Sanchez Vicario has cap- 
tured 24 career titles, but 
Spirlea is no stranger to 
winning tournaments her- 
self. This Saturday will 
mark Spirlea's eighth visit 
to a tour final. She has won 
four tides. 

Sanchez Vicario used to 
be known for her consisten- 
cy, but not lately. Against 


Spirlea she sprayed 30 
unforced errors all over the 
place — into the net and 
beyond the boundaries of 
the court. 

In addition. Sanchez 
Vicario ended the one hour. 
59 minute match with a slim 
15 outright winners. 

“I think she's a good play- 
er and she has a very good 
forehand.” Sanchez Vicario 
said. “She’s improved a lot 
lately.” 

Although Spirlea posted 
50 unforced errors, she 
reduced her mistakes with 
each successive set. And she 
had more than double the 
number of winners than 
Sanchez Vicario: 34. 

Berasategui, Pioline 
reach quarters 

Alberto Berasategui, the 
only seed left in the top half 
of the Champions Cup 
draw, moved into the quar- 
ter-finals on Thursday with 


a straight-set victory over 
Jonathan Stark. 

France's Cedric Pioline 
also reached the round of 
eight with a three-set win 
over Swedish wild-card 
Magnuss Larson. 

Berasategui, the 14th 
seed, defeated the big-serv- 
ing American 7-6 < 8 / 6 ). 6-3. 
Stark had upset fourth-seed- 
ed Croatian Goran 
Ivanisevic on Wednesday. 

Pioline. who had never 
made it past the second 
round here, defeated 
Larsson 6-7 ( 6 / 8 ). 6-2, 6-4. 
Larsson, too, came into the 
third round with an upset 
under his belt, having dis- 
patched fifth-seeded 

Chilean Marcelo Riosin the 
second round. 

“It's very important for 
me to win a match like 
this,” said Pioline, who has 
struggled to get his season 
going after skipping the 
Australian Open. 

Coming into Indian Wells 


he had won two and lost six 
of his matches in 1997. The 
defeats included two davis 
cup singles failures against 
Pat Rafter and Sandon 
Stolle in Australia. 

In the quarters Pioline will 
face either third-seeded 
Michael Chang, the defend- 
ing champion, or I3th-seed- 
ed Swiss Marc RosseL who 
played on stadium court on 
Thursday afternoon. 

In other third-round 
matches on Thursday. 
Czech giant-killer Bohdan 
Ulihrach took on Spain’s 
Francisco Clavet, just a day 
after Ulihrach stopped 
World No. 1 Pete Sampras' 
20 match winning streak. 

Sweden's Jonas Bjorkman 
took on American Chris 
Woodruff for a chance to 
play Berasategui and Byron 
Black w'as scheduled to play 
Brazil’s Gustavo Kuerten. 

Austrian Thomas Muster 
was scheduled to play 
Czech Slava Dosedel. 


at the Baghdad International School 
for the post of Director for 1997 / 98 

Qualifications; min, MAJMSc. in an educational field. M-ith at least 3 years 
or experience in a similar international Institution or 5 years experience bi the 
educational t administrative field of an international nature. 

Complete proficiency in at least 2 languages one of which must be English. 
Salary range, with fringe benefits! depending on qualifications and 

Deadline lo receive applications with comprehensive C.V.: end of May 1997. 


H.E. AMBASSADOR 
DP. HASAN ABDfN 
CHAIPMAN 


UNDP/BIS Baghdad 
Palais de Nations 
1211 Genova, 10 
Switzerland. 

Fax NO. 001 212963 3009 
9641 2415560 
Tlx. No. 214455 BIS IK 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Fully furnished (top quality) - 2 Bedrooms- 
Fireplace - Telephone - Garage. 

Monthly Rent: U.S.$ 1,200 including 
water, electricity and heating. 

Tei./Fax : 847200 

Furnished Apartment in Rabia For Rent 

170 sq.m. 3rd floor, consisting of 3 bedrooms (one 
master), frying room, big kitchen, 3 bathrooms, guest and 
dining room, telephone, central heating, two verandas, 
with luxurious furniture. 

For more information, please call: 5537991 
Saturday from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
following days after 2 p.m. 


JOB . 0PPD 

A lending Jordanian Firm in Amman has the vacancy for 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


Interested candidates are welcome to send their c.v. to 


P.O.Box 925759 Amman 11110 Jordan Fax No. 5530644 







Amman. U»n Uthaina. Al Assaf Centre, ite Euphrates Street, 
vswllel to Amra nctel street, towards Mecca street. Tei. 552SCS 


A highly professional and reputable 
company is seeking to hire young , 
energetic, seif-motivated and professional 

Sales Executives 

With the following qualifications: 

• A university degree in business or 
marketing. 

• Fluent in English. 

• Presentable with a very strong 
character. 

• Owns a car. 

• Willing to work hard in a veiy 
competitive yet healthy environment. 

• Prior experience in advertising is a plus. 

If you think you are up to the challenge, please 
fax your resume addressed to: 

The Director of Sales & Marketing 
Fax No. 5510853 


If You Are Ready For That 
First Step Into A General 
management Role ... 


There Is An Exciting Career Opportunity 
for You In One Of The % National Insurance 
Companies In Bahrain . 

This is a truly General Management role with responsibility for the company's 
Finance, Investment and Information Services functions. 

Key tasks will include:' 

• The establishment and ongoing management of financial reporting procedures 
and standards for the company. 

• A review of current and future technology requirements for the business. 

• The development and implementation of a detailed investment strategy. 

Candidates for this role will have a professional accounting qualification with 
proven business experience, ideally obtained within both IS and Investment 
functions. Additionally an MBA or other relevant post graduate qualification and 
fluency in Arabic and English will be an advantage. 

To apply, please fax your CV and covering letter in English, quoting the 
reference number AA1 to The Assistant Manager Human Resources on 
(+973) 531 155 or post to P.O. Box 26992, Manama, State of Bahrain. 
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Plane crashes with 
86 aboard in Iran 


TEHRAN (R) — An 
Iranian military plane with 
86 people on board crashed 
in a mountainous region in 
northeastern Iran and there 
was no news of survivors, 
Iranian state media said on 
Friday. 

The C-I30 Hercules trans- 
port plane crashed 39 kilo- 
metres from the city of 
Mashhad on Thursday, the 
official news agency IRNA 
said 

State-ran Tehran Radio 
said the pilot reported 
engine failure before the 
plane disappeared in moun- 
tains near Nevshabour. 75 
kilometres West of 
Mashhad. 

Search teams had been 
sent to the area but had not 
yet found wreckage of the 
plane, which was frying to 
Mashhad from the south- 
western city of Dezful. the 
radio said. 

IRNA said the control 
tower at Mashhad airport 
lost contact with the plane at 
6 p.m. 11430 GMT) on 
Thursday. It gave no further 
details. 

“As soon as we receive 
new information on the fate 
of this plane's passengers, 
we will bring to the attention 
of the nation..." the radio 
said. 

The accident is the latest in 
a series of air crashes in the 
past few years involving 
civilian and military planes, 
most of which date from 
before the 1979 revolution. 

Iranian authorities have 
blamed some of the acci- 
dents on technical failures in 
the ageing planes but have 


not fully explained the caus- 
es of other crashes! 

Earlier this month, four 
Iranians were killed when a 
light military transport plane 
on a relief mission to Iran’s 
quake-stricken northwest 
crashed in bad weather 

In April 1995, a military 
training plane crashed south 
of Tehran during an armed 
forces day parade, killing 
the pilot and injuring four 
people when the wreckage 
hit residential areas. 

In January 1995, an air 
force Lockheed C-I40 
Jetstar crash killed Iran's air 
force commander along with 
four generals and seven 
other officers. The incident 
was the second time since 
the revolution that the coun- 
try’s air force- chief and 
senior officers had died in a 
plane crash. 

In October 1994. a Fokker 
F-28 of the state-owned 
Asseman airlines with 66 
people on board, crashed on 
a flight from Isfahan to 
Tehran. There were no sur- 
vivors. 

In March 1994, a military 
C-I30 plane, bringing home 
families of Iranian diplo- 
mats in Moscow, was hit by 
a missile apparently fired by 
Armenian forces in the dis- 
puted Nagorno-Karabakh 
region in Azerbaijan. All 32 
people on board were killed. 

In February 1993, a 
Sukhoi fighter crashed in 
mid-air near Tehran with a 
Tupolev TUJ54 chartered 
by a subsidiary of the stale 
carrier Iran Air. AD 134 peo- 
ple aboard the two planes 
were killed. 


Israel rejects U.N. resolutions 

(Continued from page I ) vile crime, diplomats can g 


Suites to broker a swift end to 
the crisis in Israeb-Anib rela- 
tions over die plans for the 
6.500-apartmeni Jewish seole- 
nem. 

The U.S. State Department 
has said it is appropriate for Mr. 
Arafat to “talk to friendly coun- 
tries around the world." 

In an interview published on 
Friday in Israel’s mass circula- 
tion Yediot Ahronot newspaper 
Mr. Arafat said Israeli- 
Palestinian relations were in 
the deepest crisis since their 
1993 Oslo peace accords. The 
interview was given before 
Thursday's shooting. 

“This is not just 'another cri- 
sis." he said. ‘This is the most 
serious crisis since the Oslo 
process begun, and it has far- 
notching implications. You can 
say the process has stepped. 

The government of Israel has 
stopped iL" 

'The government of Israel is 
simply misleading us." Mr. 
Arafat told Yediot. "It's deci- 
sions that it wants to impose on 
us are literally a conspiracy 
against peace. .And Israel is the 
one that will bear all die results 
of that." 

The interviewer noted that 
Jsaei contends the decisions 
did not contradict peace 
accords. 

■'Thin- contradict the letter 
and the spirit of the accords.” 
Mr. Arafat replied. "The fact is 
the whole world thinks so. and 
said so at the United Nations. Is 
the whole world wrong and 
only Netanyahu right?" 

Mr Arafat rejected the idea 
Mr. Netanyahu was subject to 
pressures from right-wing 
members uf his government. 

‘That's strange. He has to be 
pressed? After all. he agrees 
with them.” Mr. Arafat was 
quitted as saying. "If he wants 
to lead Israel into an era of 
peace he has io reject the pres- 
sures. if they are real. But we 
believe he is of one mind with 
the extremists and only when he 
reilly has no choice he corrects 
the course a little." 

“We don't have any faith left 
in the other side,” Mr. Arafat 
told the paper. 

Mr. .Arafat called Saturday’s 
niccting as part of a strategy of 
building pressure on Israel over 
its settlement plans and its deci- 
sion to hand only a small por- 
tion of additional West Bank 
land to Palestinian rale. 

Israeli officials on Friday 
were unbending. 

"We were opposed to this 
meeting even before the terror- 
ist attack because it violates the 
Palestinian Authority's commit- 
ments to negotiate disputes 
which arise between us.” said 
government spokesman Moshe 
Fbgel. “We are even more 
opposed to it today." 

"How can anyone imagine 
that barely 24 hours after such a 


vile crime, diplomats can get 
together to scold Israel.” he 
asked. 

The Israeli press was unani- 
mous Friday in blaming 
Thursday's shooting on whai 
the Haaretz newspaper called a 
“campaign of incitement" 
waged in the .Arab World via 
repealed public warnings that 
Me. Netanyahu's policies would 
lead to violence. 

Palestinians welcomed on 
Friday the U.N. resolution 
condemning Israeli settlement 
plans as “proof of Israel's isola- 
tion" 

But a spokesman for Mr. 
Arafat also hit out at die United 
States for being the sole state to 
vote alongside Israel against the 
resolution in the U.N. General 
Assembly. 

“This is a world consensus, 
recognising Palestinian rights 
and is clear proof of Israel's iso- 
lation." said Nabil Abu Rdaina. 
Mr. Arafat's top adviser. 

"We criticise th U.S. decision 
to vote against this international 
unanimity,” be in a state- 

ment on the official Voice of 
Palestine Radio. 

Mr. .Abu Rdaina also said that 
there were no preparations 
underway for a meeting 
bcoveen Mr. Arafat and 
Netanyahu. 

Tne U.X. text called tire 
building of Jewish neighbour- 
hoods in Arab East Jerusalem 
"illegal" and a "major obstacle 
to peace." 

The resolution, co-sponsored 
by 42 stares including the 15- 
member European Union, gar- 
nered the supper: of 130 
nations. 

A VS. veto burred a similar 
resolution from being adopted 
last week ai the U.N. Security 
Council. 

The U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations was Friday 
forced to defend Washington's 
decision to anend Saturday's 
meeting, 

Jewish leadera a: a closed- 
door breakfast meeting a : the 
U.N. with U.5. envoy Bill 
Richardson expressed conster- 
nation about the U.S. decision 
to send U.S. consul general in 
Jerusalem to Saturday's meet- 
ing in Gaza City, participants 
said 

Malcolm Hoenlein. executive 
vice-chairman cf the 
Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish organi- 
sations, told AFP afterwards 
dial bringing in outside powers 
to the Gaza meeting would 
"undermine the peace process 
and be counterproductive." 

Mr. Richan&ra said he told 
the Jewish leaders that the Gaza 
meeting was “not a negotia- 
tion." but Mr. Hoenlein rejected 
the argument 

“Saying that this is a one* shot 
deal will in the future come 
back to haunt us. It’s setting a 
precedent" he said. 
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Saddam sends message to 
King on U.N. inspections 
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Friday. Turkey security forces on full alert on Friday for Islamist demonstra- 
tions after the ruling Islamists said they had not given up their mission to 
increase the role of religion in public life despite giving in to army demands 
for a crackdown on Islamic activism (Reuters photo) 


Yemen says 
no ransom 
paid for 
hostages 


SANAA (AFP) — President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh said 
Friday no ransom was paid for 
the seven Germans kidnapped 
by Yemeni tribesmen, as the 
freed tourists were reunited 
with their tour motorbikes and 
prepared to fry home. 

Peter Skoisky. a 45-year-old 
vet from Munich, said his 
group was to return to 
Frankfurt early Saturday on a 
Yemeni flight. . 

“The Yemeni government 
did not meet any demand of 
the kidnappers who held the 
German tourists hostage, and 
they will be put on trial under 
the constitution and laws." 
Mr. Saleh said, quoted by the 
official news agency SABA. 

But there was no official 
word on whether the kidnap- 
pers. who reportedly demand- 
ed a : least S7 million, have 
been captured since the 
Germans were freed 
unharmed on Wednesday. 

The German foreign min- 
istry has said it was unaware 
of the circumstances of the 
release but that paying a ran- 
som had been ruled out. 

Tne authorities never pub- 
licly admit to paying ransoms 
to notoriously unruly Yemeni 
tribes. But around SO foreign- 
ers have been kidnapped by 
tribesmen since 1993 and all 
have been freed unharmed. 

For the German tourists, all 
motorcycle enthusiasts in 
search of adventure and rough 
terrain, their 10 days in the 
hands of mountain tribesmen 
in remote eastern Yemen was 
more than they bargained for. 
said Mr. Skorsky. 

"We are well but we now 
have to overcome this psy- 
chologically.” be told AFP. 
Some of his fellow tourists 
have had nightmares and dif- 
ficulty sleeping over the last 
two nights. 

“We were looking for an 
adventure but I would never 
have come if I knew tins was 
going to happen.” he said. 
“It’s a beautiful country but 
the whole thing has been 
coloured by our experience.” 

Mr. Skorsky, owner of a 
Honda African twin 750 CC., 
said die Yemeni authorities 
flew- their motorbikes to 
Sanaa early on Friday and the 
Germans were at the airport to 
collect them. 


Princess Basma attends 
forum on Earth Charter 


RIO DE JANEIRO (Petra) 
— Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basma has begun a 
visit here to take part in the 
Rio Five International 
forum, which will review 
and evaluate the efforts 
made by the United Nations 
and the U.N. Security 
Council to implement die 
recommendations of the 
Earth Summit held in June 
1992. 

Princess Basma was 
elected a member of the 
“Earth Board “in 
December 1995. and was 
also selected as a member 
of a committee in charge of 
drawing up “the Earth 
Charier.” 

The committee, which 
groups 20 members who 
are well-known for their 
great contribution to sus- 
tainable development, 
includes among others for- 
mer President of the Soviet 
Union Michael Gorbachev 
and President of the Earth 
Board Morris Strong. 

The committee will dis- 
cuss the draft Earth Charter 


and put it in its final form 
in preparation for submit- 
ting it to the U.N. for its 
endorsement as a global 
reference document on sus- 
tainable development 
before the him of this cen- 
tury. 

Taking part in the summit 
will be 500 people, includ- 
ing representatives of grass- 
root organisations, local 
sustainable development 
councils, non-governmental 
organisations, scientific and 
research institutions con- 
cerned with sustainable 
development, in addition to 
financing, industrial, com- 
mercial and educational 
institutions, in addition to 
religious leaders, and intel- 
lectuals concerned with 
sustainable development 

Jordan started implement- 
ing a national programme 
on sustainable development 
for the 21st century as of 
January 1st this year. The 
programme will serve as an 
umbrella and framework 
for developmental activities 
in Jordan. 


Saudi trade delegation arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Saudi Minister of Industry Hashem 
Abdullah Yamani on Friday arrived in Amman for a two day 
official visit during which.be will attend the opening of a Saudi 
industrial exhibition in the Kingdom. Dr Yamani was received 
at the airport by Minister of Trade and Industry Alt Abul 
Ragheb and other Jordanian officials. Dr Yamani is accompa- 
nied by a Saudi delegation to bold talks with Jordanian officials. 

Canterbury archbishop meets Arafat 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — The bead of the Church of England. 
Archbishop George Carrey, met with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat and opened a church in Gaza City on Friday. The 
archibishop of Canterbury, accompanied by Mr. Arafat's wife 
Suha. a Christian, met the Palestinian leads in his Gaza office 
and was given the Jerusalem medal, officials said. Mr. Arafat’s 
adviser for Christian affairs, Ibrahim Qandalift said the visit 
came “in support of the Palestinians” in the peace process with 
Israel. The archbishop also opened a church in the Ahleya 
Hospital in Gaza. Mr. Qandalift said. 

Three freed Japanese arrive in Tokyo 

TOKYO (AFP) — Three Japanese arrested in Lebanon with 
five suspected members of the outlawed Japanese Red Army 
arrived in Tokyo Friday accompanied by a Japanese security 
official, officials said. The three, identified in Beirut as 
Shamoto Yushiyoki, Sei Harada and MoroshimaTakayari, land- 
ed at the Narita international airport southeast of Tokyo, offi- 
cials said The three were expelled from Lebanon Thursday and 
travelled with Kita Mora, chief of Tokyo’s anti-terrorist squad 
They were not arrested upon their arrival, a police spokesman 
said News reports in Beirut said die three, who were released 
last week after being arrested on Feb. 15. were “moles” who 
bad infiltrated the Red Army group living in Lebanon. Mr. 
Mora had come to Beirut on Feb. 18 to identify the eight sus- 
pects. 


AMMAN (Pena) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
has sent a message to His 
Majesty King Hussein deal- 
ing with die latest develop- 
ments in foe Iraqi situation 
and the U.N. committee in 
charge of disarming Iraq 
chaired by Swedish diplo- 
mat Rolf Ekeus. 

The message was handed 
to Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti by Iraqi 
Minister of Culture ami 
Information Hamed 

Hammadi on Thursday. 

Mr. Kabariti said in a state- 
ment later that the message 
stressed Iraq's commitment 
to the implementation of 
U.N. Security Council reso- 
lutions in foil, adding that 
nothing was left as an excuse 


for the committee to accuse 
Iraq of foiling to comply 
with any resolutions. 

He said the Iraqi govern- 
ment hopes that the Arab 
countries will now adopt a 
stand in support of lifting all 
the sanctions imposed on 
Iraq for invading Kuwait in 
199°. 

Mr. Kabariti voiced 
Jordan’s total support for the 
Iraqi people, stressing the 
futility of sanctions to 
achieve political objectives. 

The meeting was attended 
by acting Minister of 
Information Nasser LawzL 

Upon arrival in Amman 
earlier Mr. Hammadi said 
that the message to the King 
covered also Jordanian-Iraqi 
relations. 



Sahaf slams Britain 
for 'hostile policies' 
towards Saddam 


BAGHDAD (AP) — 
Foreign Minister 

Mohammed Saeed Al- 
Sahaf blasted Britain on 
Friday for what he 
described as its hostile poli- 
cies against Iraq and 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Mr. A1 Sahaf was com- 
menting on a statement 
Wednesday by British 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind saying that U.N. 
sanctions oti Iraq will 
remain so long as President 
Saddam is in power. 

“The British minister’s 
statement is foil of despica- 
ble expressions which 
reflect his ... hatred against 
Iraq and President Sad dam 
Hussein,” Mr. AI Sahaf said 
in a statement carried by die 
official Iraqi news agency. 

Mn Rifkind, who made 
his remarks after talks in 
London with Saudi Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan, said 
there was an agreement 
between Britain and Saudi 
Arabia on the need to main- 
tain pressure on President 
Saddam to implement U.N. 
resolutions arising from 
Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait and its defeat in the 
1991 Gulf wan 

Mn Ai Sahaf said Iraq has 
complied with all U.N. res- 
olution s and insisted that it 
was time now for the world 
body to lift the sanctions, 
which include a ban on vital 
oil exports. 

The U.N. Security 
Council will consider lift- 
ing the sanctions when 
arms inspectors from the 


world body are convinced 
rhat Iraq destroyed all its 
mass destruction weapons. 

Iraqis suffering oppres- 
sion and deprivation have 
only one choice — shut up 
or die, according to Iraqi 
dissident Fares AI Aani. 

After more than six years 
of a crippling UN. embar- 
go, the people of Iraq “are 
living a human drama with- 
out precedent in history,” 
said Mr. Aani, who arrived 
in Syria recently from 
Jordan. 

In Iraq, where “every- 
thing is under threat, the 
standard of living of the 
leaders as much as the peo- 
ple, the only obvious choice 
is to shut up or die,” Mr. 
Aani told AFP. 

“Iraq, which was foe 
strongest and richest Arab 
country, is today needy, cit- 
izens have to steal and kill 
to find their bread, or they 
commit suicide to escape 
ruin,” said foe former mem- 
ber of the presidential cabi- 
net, who took refoge in 
Jordan “several months 
ago.” 

Mr. Aani, 53, was speak- 
ing from the Damascus 
office of the Iraqi opposi- 
tion party AI Watan. He 
declined to give the exact 
date he fled Jordan with his 
wife and two children aged 
nine and 14 in order not to 
expose foe rest of his fami- 
ly remaining in Iraq. 

“Freedom, like bread, is 
not assured in Iraq, where 
the least criticism leads to 
prison or murder,” he said. 


Thailand issues warrant 
for Khashoggi's arrest 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Thailand issued an arrest 
warrant Friday for Saudi bil- 
lionaire Adnan Khashoggi in 
connection with a scandal at 
the Bangkok Bank of 
Commerce (BBC), a police 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Khasboggi is wanted 
on charges of embezzling 2 
billion baht (580 million) 
from the BBC, which virtual- 
ly collapsed last year under 
the weight of billions of baht 
of questionable loans; the 
spokesman said. 

Meanwhile, a British citi- 
zen, Terry Easter, 57, was 
arrested Friday in connection 
with loans he allegedly con- 
tracted without collateral 
from the BBC the 
spokesman from the econom- 
ic crimes division said. 

Police said Mr. Easter, 
arrested on a warrant issued 
last year, stood accused of 
embezzling 1.65 billion baht 
from the BBC clarifying ear- 
lier statements attributing 
that figure to Mr. 
Khashoggi's arrest warrant 
Police Colonel Prach- 
uksiolapa Subranabhsuj, who 
is in charge of the Khashoggi 
case, said the warrant was 
only valid for Thailand but 
that an international warrant 
would be sought 

“We have asked Interpol to 
issue an international arrest 
warrant as Mr. Khasboggi 
gave false evidence outside 
the country,” be said. 

Mr. Prachuksinlapa alleged 
that Mr. Khashoggi was 
guilty of “cheating and 
fraud,” and had colluded 
with top BBC executives to 
secure massive sums in loans 
for other unnamed clients. 


“They asked for loans from 
the BBC but the information 
they declared was false. They 
committed cheating and 
fraud together,” be added. 

Mr. Easter, the Briton who 
was anested Friday, was 
identified as foe managing 
director of City Trading cor- 
poration. 

Press reports last year said 
City Trading was registered 
in the Cayman Islands and 
had been the beneficiary of 
loans from the BBC. 

The reports said the com- 
pany had put up land as col- 
lateral which had been great- 
ly overvalued in order to 
secure large loans. 

Four other warrants were 
issued Friday ip separate 
cases involving the troubled 
bank, including one for 
Rakesh Saxena, the former 
BBC financial advisor who is 
currently battling extradition 
from ■ Canad a on similar 
charges. 

BBC executives have been 
accused of presiding over 
cumulative losses of 1.7 bil- 
lion baht, much of it due to 
the amassing of billions of 
baht in bad or doubtful debts. 

Officials at the Bank of 
Thailand, which has taken 
over the reins at BBC, 
declined Friday to estimate 
foe level of bad debts held by 
the troubled bank. 

The Bank of Thailand came 
under a tt ack during a censure 
debate in parliament last May 
when foe opposition accused 
foe central bank of knowing 
about chronic problems at the 
BBC for two years and foil- 
ing to acL 


Persistence pays j 

off for California j 

bank robber 

SAN FRANCISCO — The 
second tune proved the charm 
for a brash bandit who mads 
off with $600 from a San 
Francisco bank one day after 
his first attempt to rob foe 
same branch was foiled. Police 
said the thief robbed a First 
Nationwide Bank branch in 
San Francisco on Tuesday. 

The teller turned over $2*400 
in a bag that contained a dye 
sack, used as a security mea- 
sure. When foe dye sad; % 
exploded, foe robber dropped 
the loot and ran. Undaunted, 
the man returned to foe same 
branch on Wednesday, 
approached the same teller and 
demanded cash. The teller 
turned ova: $600 and this time 
the bandit got away. Police 
said there was no dye sack in 
the money on Wednesday. 
Police said foe robber’s persis- 
tence was surprising- “we’ve 
had people do the same banks, 
but not two days in a row,” San 
Francisco police inspector 
Tom Horan said. 

Lobstmnen, pig 
farmers fight for 
white meat title 

PORTLAND, Maine (R) — 

The lobster and pork indus- 
tries were locked in a food 
fight over which can promote 
their product as “white meat" 

The national pork producers’ 
council, which markets park 
as “foe other white meat,” has 
filed a federal lawsuit to bar 
foe Maine lobster promotion 
council from c laimin g CTUS- 
taraans are “the ultimate white 
meat” The lobstennen claim 
their rivals are trying to hog 
the name. “I have never beard 
of anybody confusing a lobster 
for a pig,” said Susan Barber, 
the Maine group's executive 
director. The lobster council 
began using the white meat 
phrase four years ago to dispel 
fears that lobster meat was 
high in cbolesuroL The pork 
producers’ lawsuit cl aimed 
their trademark slogan was 
being illegally diluted by the 
lobster ads. The pork-lobster 
squabble has chicken produc- 
ers amused. “We’re very 
proud to have cur position as 
the true white meat," Richard 
Lobb. a spokesman for the 
national broiler council, told 
Maine public radio. 

Killer caterpillars 
claim one life 
in Brazil 

SAO PAULO (R) — Deadly 
caterpillars whose sting rivals 
a cobra's bite have killed one 
man and injured 1 6 other peo- 
pie in southern Brazil, officials l r 
said. “Over the past week one 
farmer has died and there have 
been 16 people hospitalised, 
two in very serious condition,” 
said Roseh Simione, a spokes- 
woman at Santa Tenadnba 
hospital in Cruz Machado, a 
rural community in the south- 
ern state of Parana. The dark 
green insects, known as “fire 
caterpillars,” grow to about 
five centimetres and are cov- 
ered with tiny hair- like spines 
that act like hypodermic nee- 
dles to secrete lethal venom. 
Contact with foe insects caus- 
es serious bur ning and, if left 
untreated, can lead to high 
fever, internal bleeding, bleed- 
ing from the nose and ears, 
kidney failure and death. The 
lethal pests, whose scientific 
name is lonomia obliqua, have . j 
killed at least 10 Brazilians ^ 
and injured dozens more over 
foe pak several years. 

Soccer-mad dad 
sends Italian 
referee r unning 

PIACENZA, Italy (R) — An 
Italian referee suspended a 
juvenile match and sought 
sanctuary in the changing 
rooms to escape a player’s 
irate father who invaded the 
pitch and headed threateningly 
in iris direction. The news 
agency ANSA reported that 
foe referee, at a youth champi- 
onship match between 14 and 
15 year plds, blew his whistle 
and fled after just 17 minutes 
with foe visiting tram of Casei 
Gerola 1-0 up on Borgonovo 
Val Tidone. The father of one 
of foe Borgonovo players had 
begun Shouting ahny afa r foe 
goal was awarded and could 
not contain himself whan a 
Borgonovo player was 
booked. 
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